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Y  frequently  converfing  with 
fome  of  that  part  of  the  pro- 
feffion  who  come  to  London  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Hofpitals,  and  to  improve 
themfelves  in  the  Art  of  Surgery, 
it  has  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Fistula  Lachrymalis,  though  a 
very  common  difeafe,  is  one  with 
which  many  of  them  are  very  little 
acquainted,  either  with  regard  to 
its  caufe,  feat,  or  method  of  cure. 
Some  are  totally  ignorant  of  every 

thins 


I 


[  “  J  • 

thing  relating  to  it,  others  who  have 
arr  imperfed;  idea  of  its  nature,  and 
feat,  are  vet  much  at  a  lofs  how  to 

^  J 

vary  the  method  of  treating  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  different  ftates  and 

O 

circumftances  ;  upon  which  diftinc- 
tion  the  probability  of  a  cure  does 
often  in  great  meafure  depend  foi  • 
if  thofe  means  which  are  only  pro¬ 
per  in  one  ftate  of  the  difeafe  are 
ufed  in  another,  the  patient  will  be 
fatigued  to  no  purpofe,  and  the  fur- 
geon  by  being  frequently  difappoint- 
ed  will  be  inclined  to  think  thofe 
cafes  incurable,,  which  have  only 
failed  through  his  own  mifmanage- 
ment. 

.  There  is,  hardly  any  chirurgical 
diiorder  which  requires  a  more  clofe 

regard 


[•  •  •  <*1  I 

111  ] 

regard  to  all  its  appearances  and  va¬ 
riations  than  this  does  5  and  whoever 
expedls  to  condud  it  fuccefsfully, 

mufl  attend  to  it  conflantly  :  this 
is,  perhaps,  the  great  reafon  why  it 
is  fo  little  underftood  ;  the  objed  is 
too  minute,  and  the  procefs  often 
too  long  to  engage  the  attention  ; 
belides  which,  it  hardly  comes  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  an  operation,  the 

i 

great  and  aim  oft  only  objed  which 
they  who  come  hither  from  the  di- 

ftant  countries  have  in  view  ;  the 
operative  part  of  furgery  is  wliat 
they  have  feen  the  leaft  of,  and 
therefore  they  are  the  more  deftrous 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  it : 
this  defire  is  a  very  laudable  one, 
and  ought  certainly  to  be  encoura¬ 
ged, 


! 


ged,  but  ftill  the  operative  part  of 
furgery  is  far  from  being  the  whole 
of  it ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  by  attending  a  little  more  to 
what  is  called  common  or  pradlical 
furgery,  our  art  might  dill  be  confi- 
derably  improv^ed,  pra(di,tioners  ren¬ 
dered  more  expert,  and  mankind 
much  benefited. 

The  merely  curino;  diieafes  is  not 
all  y  that  was  done  (looner  or  later) 
while  furgery  and  anatomy  were  in 
their  moft  imperfedt  date,  and  while 
every  branch  of  medicine  laboured 
under  many  inconveniencies  which 
are  now  happily  removed  ;  but  the 
different  methods  in  which  chirur- 
gical  diforders  are  treated,  or  their 


cures 


cures  attempted,  will  make  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  difference  in  the  confine¬ 
ment  and  fufierings  of  the  patient,  as 
to  be  very  well  worth  attending  to. 

It  may  pofiibly  be  thought  fo¬ 
reign  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  but  I 
cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  ad  - 
ding  a  few  words  on  a  fubjed:  which 
appears  to  me  highly  deferving  of 
fome  notice,  as  its  influence  ma^r 

^  ■  J 

be  very  extenlive  and,  very  prejudi¬ 
cial  ;  it  is  the  falfe  idea  which  the 
by-ftanders  at  an  operation  general¬ 
ly  have  of  chirurgic  dexterity  ;  to 
which  word  they  annex  no  other 

idea  than  that  of  quicknefs.  This 

/ 

has  produced  a  mofl:  abfurd  cuftom 
of  meafuring  the  motion  of  a  fur- 


geon  s 


geon’s  hand,  as  jockeys  do  that  of 
the  feet  of  a  horfe,  viz.  by  a  fl:dp~ 
watch  ;  a  practice  which  though  it 
may  perhaps  have  been  encouraged 
by  operators  themfelves,  mufi:  have 
been  productive  of  moft  mifchievous 
confequences.  "Tute  et  celeriter  are 
both  very  proper  charaCteriftics  of 
a  good  chirurgic  operation  ;  but  tute 

hands  as  it  jfhould  do,  in  the  firft 
place,  as  the  patient  who  fufters 

the  fmallefh  injury  from'  the  hurry 
of  his  operator  has  no  recompence 
from  the  reputation  which  the  latter 
obtains  from  the  by-ftanders.  In 
moft  of  the  capital  operations  un- 
forefeen  circumftances  will  fome- 
times  occur,  and  muft  be  attended 
to ;  and  he,  who  without  giving 

unnecef- 


[  ''■'i  ] 

unnecefiary  pain  from  delay,  fini£he& 
what  he  has  to  do  in  the  mofl  per- 
fed  manner,  and  the  moft  likely  ta 

^  m 

conduce  to  his  patient’s  fafety,  is 
the  heft  operator. 


I  have  endeavoured  to  make  the 
following  trad  as  plain  and  as  intel¬ 
ligible  as  I  can  ;  and  if  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  prolix  to  thofe  who  are  already 
acquainted  with  the  fubjed,  I  mud 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  it  was 
not  written  for  their  information ; 
but  if  any  of  thofe  who  were  un¬ 
acquainted  with  it  before  fhould 
from  hence  gain  any  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge,  my  end  will  be  anfwered, 
and  I  diall  be  very  much  pleafed> 
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O  F  T  H  E 

Fistula  Lachrymalis, 

SECT.  I. 

The  antient  writers  were  in  gene¬ 
ral  fo  little  acquainted  with  the 
anatomical  ftrudlure  of  the  parts 
concerned  in  this  difeafe,  that 
both  its  caufe,  and  feat,  have  been  very  er- 
roneoufly  repreiented  by  moil  of  them ; 
other  diforders,  very  different  both  from  this 
and  from  each  other,  have  been  confounded 
under  the  fame  general  appellation,  and  the 
means  made  ufe  of  toward  obtaining  a 
cure,  being  adapted  to  fuch  mifconceptions, 
were  rough,  painful,  and  moft  commonly 
ineffeclual. 

The  fluid  which  perpetually  moiflens  the 
eye,  was  fuppofed  to  be  fecreted  by  that 

fmall 


fmall  eminence  in  the  inner  angle,  now  cal¬ 
led  the  caruncule,  and  to  flow  from  thence 
upward  through  the  pundla  lachrymalia 

The  caruncule  was  by  many  -thought  to  be 

'/ 

the  feat  of  the  difeafe  in  quellion,  which 
was  faid  to  be  produced,  either  by  a  de¬ 
fluxion  from  the  brain  -j'  on  this  part,  or 
by  an  abfcefs  formed  within  the  body  of 
it ;  or  by  a  lodgment  of  the  tears,  become 
acrid  and  corrofive  in  confequence  of  fuch, 

Hap;- 

Fallopius,  who  has  very  accurately  defcribed  the 
pun£la  lachrymalia^  facculus,  and  du£l,  as  well  as  the 
difeafe,  has  yet  fallen  into  this  common  error.  Ad 
ocuJos  ipfos  ex  faucibus  egrediens  venio,  in  quibua 
primum  praetermifere  anatomici  duo  foramina  parva 
in  angulo  interna  pofita,  quarum  unum  eft  in  palpe- 
bra  fuperiori,  alterum  in  inferiori,  in  viventibus  ad- 
hue  hominibus,  fi  quis  infpicere  voluerit  apparen- 
tia,  quae  foramina  habent  meatus  qui  fub  caruncula 
e^canthidos  vel  epicanthidos  didla  uniuntur  in  quen- 
dam  communem  finum  in  narium  cavltatem  definen- 
tern  per  canalcm  proprium  in  ofte  fquamofo,  quod 
internum  angulum  occupat  infculptum. 

Per  hos  meatus  major  lachrymarum  pars  ut  ego  in 
flebus  muiierum  obfervavi,  ad  oculos  emanat.’’ 

Fallopius. 

Non  enim  os  folummodo  cariofum,  verum  etiam 
glandula  ita  erofa  erat,  ut  quotiefeunque  puer  ploraret 
lachrymaj  per  ipfam  ftllulam  copiose  extillarent. 

Hildanus. 

f  Fiftula  lachrymalis  fit  ex-  humorum  decurfu,  qui 
currunt  ad  lachrymalis  angulum  juxta  nafum,  nec  prop¬ 
ter  eorum  multitudincm,  et  grofiitem  pofiunt  exire,  &c. 
hi  autem  morantes  ibi  diutius  corrumpuntur,  ct  locum 
ulcerant.  Lanfranc. 


(  3  ) 

ftagnatlon  J  j  while  others  looked  upon  it 
as  a  kind  of  encyfted  tumor.  The  fwel- 
ling  in  the  inner  corner  of  the  eye,  the 
frequently-attendant  ophthalmy,  the  invo¬ 
luntary  flux  of  ferum  down  the  cheek,  the 
excoriation  of  the  eye-lid,  and  the  difco- 
loured  difcharge  upon  preflure,  ftrengthen- 
ed  their  opinions,  and  confirmed  their  pre¬ 
judices. 

They  who  fuppofed  it  to  be  caufed  ori¬ 
ginally  by  a  defluxion  of  the  inflammatory 
kind,  tending  to  produce  an  abfcefs,  had 
recourfe  at  firfl:  to  thofe  general  methods 
and  means  which  were  thought  mofl;  likely 
to  prevent  fuch  confequence :  thefe  not 
anfwering,  they  proceeded  to  open  the  fup- 

^gylops  eft  tumor  abcefibrius  inter  majorem  angu~ 
lum,  et  nares  proveniens.  Paulus. 

X  At  the  great  corner  of  the  eye  there  is  a  glandule 
made  for  receiving  and  containing  the  moifture  which 
ferves  for  lubricating  the  eye;  this  glandule  fometimes, 
by  a  fanguine  or  pituitous  defluxion  falling  violently 
from  the  brain,  fwells  and  impoftumates  and  ulcerates, 
&c.  Amb.  Parey. 

Haec  caruncula  ab  acrium  humorum  affluxu  turget 
nonnunquam  intumefcit,  et  abfcedit  ulceraturquc,  ulcere 
non  raro  in  fiftulam  abeunte,  adeo  ut  fubjedlum  os  cor- 
rumpatur.  Munnicks. 

Per  pufilluni  utriufque  palpebrae  foramen  lachrymae 
n^ituraliter  effluunt.  Fab.  ab  Aquapendente. 

Lachryn^as  veniunt  per  lachrymalia  a  foramine  quo- 
dam  parvo,  et  quafi  infenfibili  in  fine  pilorum.  Guido. 
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pofed  abfcefs,  and  to  endeavour  the  dige- 
flion  of  it  j  on  the  other  hand,  they  who 
ilippofed  it  to  be  an  encyfied  tumor  at¬ 
tempted  the  eradication  of  it  either  by 
knife,  cauflic,  or  cautery  ;  and  all  of  them 
taking  it  for  granted  when  the  difcharge 
was  -apparently  purulent,  or  much  difco- 
loured,  that  the  bone  was  rotten,  advife 
the  ufe  of  efcharotic  applications,  or  the 
hot  iron  to  deflroy  the  Callofity,  and  to  dry 
and  exfoliate  the  caries ;  and  thefe  methods 
failing,  as  in  the  nature  of  things  they  very 
frequently  muft,  they  pronounced  the  dif- 
eafe  to  be  incurable. 

A  more  minute  and  careful  examination 
into  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  has  given  us 
a  more  true  idea  of  the  diforder,  and  fur- 
nifhed  us  v/ith  a  more  rational,  as  well  as 
a  more  fuccefsful  method  of  treating  it. 
We  now  know  that  the  caruncule  is  not 
the  organ  which  fecretes  the  tears,  but 
that  this  office  is  performed  by  a  gland, 
fituated  near  the  outer  corner  of  the  eye ; 
that  the  lachrymal  fluid  is  in  its  nature 
perfedtly  innoxious ;  that  an  obftruflion  in 
the  nafal  dud:  is  mofl:  frequently  the  primary 
and  original  caufe  of  the  complaint ;  and 
that  its  feat  is  in  the  facculus  lachrymalis. 

Upon 
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Upon  thefe  principles  the  modern  pra<fti“ 
tioners  have,  with  great  induftry  and  in¬ 
genuity,  endeavoured  to  find  out  fome 
means,  whereby  this  obfiruftion  may  be 
removed,  and  the  parts  reftored  to  their 
natural  and  healthy  fiate,  without  fuch 
pain,  deftrudion,  and  deformity,  as  the 
antient  methods  occafioned ;  or,  thefe  fail¬ 
ing,  to  efiablifli  a  new  artificial  paflage, 
which  may  in  fome  meafure  fupply  the 
place  of  the  natural  one. 

All  thefe  means  have  the  merit  of  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  the  natural  flrudure  of  the 
parts  concerned  :  when  the  more  eafy,  and 
mild  ones  fucceed,  the  patient  gains  a  con- 
fiderable  advantage ;  and  when  they  do  not, 
little  time  is  lofi,  nor  is  any  more  effica¬ 
cious  method  rendered  thereby  lefs  pradri- 
cable ;  in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
furgery,  the  more  fimple  means  ought  to 
be  firfi;  tried ;  pain  ffiould  be  avoided  as 
much  as  pofiible,  except  when  abfolutely 

necelTary,,  and  then  it  mull  be  fubmitted 
to. 


ii 


SECT, 


That  the  motions  of  the  eye-lids 
may  be  performed  with  the  utmofl 
eafe,  that  the  tunica  cornea  may  be  kept 
conftantly  clean,  bright,  and  fit  for  the 
tranfmillion  of  the  rays  of  light,  and  that 
duft,  and  other  hurtful  particles,  may  be 
immediately  waflaed  away,  the  furface  of 
the  eye  is  continually  moiflened  by  a  line 
limpid  fluid. 

This  fluid  is  derived  principally  from  a 
large  gland,  fituated  under  the  upper  edge 
of  the  orbit,  near  the  outward  corner  of 
the  eye,  which  gland  is  of  the  conglome¬ 
rate  kind,  and  lies  in  a  fmali  depreflion 
of  the  os  frontis ;  its  excretory  dudls,  or 
thofe  by  which  it  difcharges  the  fecreted 
fluid,  piercing  the  tunica  conjundiva,  jufi 
above  the  cartilaginous  borders  of  the  upper 
eye-lids. 

While  the  caruncle  was  thought  to  be  the 
fecretory  organ  of  the  tears,  this  gland  bore 
the  title  of  glandula  inominata ;  but  now 
that  its  life  and  office  are  known, ^  it  is  called 
glandula  lachrymalis. 
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«• 

By  irritation  from  any  fliarp  or  poignant 
particles,  a  large  quantity  of  this  fluid  is  im¬ 
mediately  fecreted,  and  by  the  motion  of 
the  eye -lids  is  as  immediately  derived  over 
the  furface  of  the  eye,  by  which  means 
fuch  particles  are  waflied  and  wiped  off. 
Sometimes  alfo  the  paflions  of  the  mind  pro¬ 
duce  an  immediate  increafe  of  this  lymph, 
which  is  then  ftriftly  and  properly  called 
tears ;  a  conftant  fecretion  of  too  large  a 
quantity  caufes  a  difeafe,  called  epiphora ; 
and  a  deficiency  of  it  makes. the  motions  of 
the  lid  difficult  and  painful. 

Altho’  the  fluid  fecreted  by  the  lachry¬ 
mal  gland  is  confiderable  in  quantity,  yet, 
when  it  is  not  fuddenly  produced  by  ir¬ 
ritation  from  without,  or  paffion  within, 
it  is  fo  conftantly  and  gradually  carried  oif, 
as  to  create  neither  trouble,  uneafinefs,  nor 
blemifli. 

The  edge,  or  border  of  each  eye-lid,  is 
formed  by  a  thiji  cartilage,  the  figure  and 
confiftence  of  which  keep  the  lids  properly 
expanded ;  thefe  cartilages  are  covered  by 
a  fine  membrane,  and  are  called  cilia ;  their 
internal  -edges  do,  upon  every  motion,  fweeo, 
over  every  point  of  the  furface  of  the  cor¬ 
nea;  this  motion,  tho’  aimofl;  impercep- 

B  z  tible. 
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tible,  unlefs  attended  to,  is  very  frequently 
performed,  and  as  rhe  fecretion  of  the  fluid 
is  alfo  conftant,  the  eye  is  by  this  means 
kept  always  moift,  clean,  and  bright. 

* 

At  the  extremity  of  each  of  thefe  carti¬ 
laginous  borders  of  the  eye-lids,  on  the  fide 
riext  the  nofe,  is  a  fmall  papilla,  or  emi¬ 
nence  ;  and  in  the  middle  o^  each  of  thefe 
is  a  fmall  hole,  or  perforation,  which  being 
made  in  the  cartilage  is  not  liable  to  col- 
lapfe  while  the  parts  are  in  a  found  ffate, 
but  remains  always  open  ;  they  are  called 
the  pundla  lachrymalia,  and  their  ofhce  is 
to  receive  the  lachrymal  fluid,  as  it  runs  off 
the  cornea  along  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids, 
thereby  preventing  it  from  trickling  down 
the  cheek  ;  and  that  there  may  be  no  impe¬ 
diment  to  the  conftant  execution  of  this 
office,  during  the  time  of  fleep,  as  well  as 
that  of  being  awake,  the  internal  edges  of 
the  cilia  do  not  come  into  immediate  con- 
tavft  with  each  other  in  that  point  where 
thefe  orifices  are. 

From  each  of  thefe  pundla  lachrymalia 
proceeds  a  fmall  membranous  tube,  which 
tubes  foon  enter  into,  or  form  a  pouch  or 
bag,  fituated  near  the  inner  angle  of  the 
‘eye,  juft  below  the  union  of  the  two  lids, 

under 
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under  the  mufculus  orbicularis  palpebrarum; 
the  bag  is  called  the  facculus  lachrynialis, 
and  its  office  is  to  receive  all  the  lymph 
brought  by  the  pundla  and  dudts :  the  upper 
part  of  this  facculus  lies  in  an  excavation, 
formed  partly  by  the  nafal  procefs  of  the  os 
maxillare  fuperius,  and  partly  by  the  os 
unguis ;  the  lower  part  of  it  is  confined  in 
a  long  channel,  and  forms  a  tube,  or  duft, 
which  defcending  obliquely  backward,  com¬ 
municates  with  the  cavitv  of  the  nofe,  be- 
hind  the  os  fpongiofurn  fuperius,  by  an 
opening  whofe  lize  is  fomewhat  different  in 
different  fubjedts. 

This  paiTage  is  called  the  du6lus  ad  nares, 
or  the  dudtus  nafalis,  and  thro’  it  whatever 
is  received  by  the  facculus  from  the  pundla 
does,  in  a  healthy  and  found  ftate  of  thefe 
parts,  pats  into  the  nofe. 

The  membrane  which  lines  this  facculus 
and  dud,  is  in  its  ftrudure  much  like  to  the 
membrana  pituitaria  narium,  from  the  fur- 
face  of  which  a  clear  vifcid  mucus  is  fecrc- 
ted,  and  by  which  the  facculus  and  paffages 
are  conftantly  moidened  and  kept  pervious. 

While  the  parts  are  in  a  healthy,  found 
date,  the  fluid  tecreted  by  the  lachrymal 
gland  paffes  off  thro’  the  puiida,  facculus, 

^  3  and 


(  10  ) 

and  du£l  into  the  nofe,  without  any  trou¬ 
ble,  but  when  they  are  in  a  difeafed  flate 
the  cafe  is  otherwife  ;  this  membrane,  like 
all  other  vafcular  parts,  is  liable  to  inflam¬ 
mation,  by  which  means  it  often  happens, 
that  it  is  fo  thickened  as  to  obfiruil  the  na- 
fal  dud:,  and  thereby  much  impede,  or  to¬ 
tally  hinder  the  paflkge  of  any  thing  thro’  it ; 
in  confequence  of  which  obflrudion  the 
facculus  is  filled  by  its  natural  mucus,  and 
the  derivation  of  the  ferum  from  the  la¬ 
chrymal  gland  thro’  it  being  thus  prevented, 
it  runs  off  from  the  eye-lid  down  the  cheek: 
this  obflrudion  continuing,  and  the  mucus 
dill  lodging,  the  facculus  is  dilated,  and 
produces  that  tumor  in  the  inner  corner  of 
the  eye,  and  that  difcharge,  upon  preflure, 
which  charaderize  the  firfl:  fiate  of  the  dif- 
cafe  in  queflion,  and  in  conjundion  with 
feveral  other  attending  fymptoms,  prove  its 
feat  to  be  in  the  lachrymal  fac,  and  nafa! 
dud. 


SEC  T. 


I 
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SECT.  IIL 

ALTHO’  the  feat  of  this  difeafe  is  the 
fame  in  alinofi:  every  fubjed,  yet  -its 
appearance  is  very  different  in  different  per- 
fons,  and  under  different  circumftances  : 
thefe  variations  depend  principally  on, — 

I.  The  degree  of  obfrudion  in  the  nafal. 
dud. 

2.  The  fate  of  the  cellular  membrane 
■covering  the  fac. 

3.  The  ftate  of  the  facculus  itfelf. 

4.  That  of  the  bone  underneath, 
c.  The  general  date  and  habit  of  the 
patient  *. 

Sometimes  a  ferous  kind  of  definxion,  by 
which  the  lining  of  the  fac  and  dud  are  fo 
thickened  as  to  obftrud,  or  prevent  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  fluid  through  them  into  the  nofe, 

t 

makes  the  whole  complaint  and  the  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane  on  the  outfide  not  being  dif- 
eafed,  there  is  no  appearance  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  ;  in  this  cafe  the  dud  is  flopped,  and 
the  facculus  dilated,  but  without  any  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  colour  of  the  ihin,  a  fuln  efs 

B  4  appears 

* 

*  As  the  ftate  and  chxumftances  of  this  difeafe  are 
•really  various,  and  differ  very  effentially  from  each  other, 
the  general  cuftoin  of  calling  them  all  by  the  one  name 
of  ftftuia  lachrymal  is  is  abfurd. 
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appears  in  the  corner  of  the  eye  next  to  the 
nofe,  and  upon  the  application  of  a  finger 
to  this  tumor,  a  clear  vifcid  mucus  is  dif- 
charged  thro’  the  punfta  lachrymalia,  the 
patient  feels  no  pain,  nor  finds  any  incon¬ 
venience,  except  what  is  produced  by  the 
difcharge  of  this  mucus,  and  by  the  trick¬ 
ling  of  the  lymph  down  the  cheek. 

In  fome  cafes  the  mucus  is  not  perfedly 
and  always  clear,  but  is  fometimes  cloudy, 
and  looks  as  if  it  had  a  mixture  of  milk  or 
cream  in  it,  at  firfi;  waking  fome  of  it  is 
generally  found  in  the  corner  of  the  eye, 
and  the  eye-laflies  being  fmeared  over  with 
it  during  fleep,  moft  commonly  adhere  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  morning. 

This  is  the  moft  fimple  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
\yhat  the  French  have  called  the  hernia,  or 
hydrops  facculi  lachrymalis ;  it  is  frequently 
met  with  in  children  who  have  been  ricket- 
or  are  fubjed;  to  glandular  obflrudions  ; 
and  in  this  flate  it  fometimes  remains  for 
fome  years,  fubjed  to  little  alterations,  as 
the  health  or  habit  fliall  happen  to  ’  vary, 
the  facculus  being  fometimes  more,  fome¬ 
times  lefs  full,  and  troublefome,  the  mucus 
which  is  prefled  out  fometimes  more,  fome¬ 
times  lefs  cloudy,  and  now  and  then  atten¬ 
ded 
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»  •  ' 

dcd  with  a  (light  ophthalmy,  or  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  eye-lids,  but  which,  by  com¬ 
mon  care,  is  eafily  removed. 

If  the  facculus  is  not  much  dilated,  the 
difcharge  fmall,  arid  produced  only  by  pref- 
fure,  the  chief  inconveniencies  are  the  weep¬ 
ing  eye,  and  the  gumming  together  of  the 
lids,  after  fleeping  ;  but  thefe,  by  being  at¬ 
tended  to,  may  be  kept  from  being  very 
troublefome,  and  if  the  difeafe  makes  no 
farther  progrefs,  may  be  fo  regulated  as  to 
render  any  more  painful  procefs  totally  un- 
neceflary.  ‘ 

If  the  dilatation  is  confiderable,  the  fwel- 
ling  is  more  villble,  and  the  quantity  of 
mucus  is  larger ;  it  is  alfo  in  this  date  more 
frequently  mixt  and  cloudy,  and  more  trou¬ 
blefome,  from  the  more  frequent  neceffity 
of  emptying  the  bag;  but  if  the  patient  be 
adult,  it  may,  even  in  this  more  dilated 
fiate  of  it,  be  kept  from  being  very  incon- 

'T 

venient. 

If  an  inflammation  comes  on,  the  tumor 
is  thereby  conflderably  increafed,  the  dif¬ 
charge  is  larger,  as  well  during  fleep,  as  upon 
preffure,  the  fkin  covering  it  iofes  its  natu¬ 
ral  whitenefs  and  foftnefs,  becomes  hard, 
and  acquires  an  inflamed  rednefs,  and  with 

the 
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the  mucus  a  mixture  of  fomething,  which 
in  colour  refernbles  matter,  is  difcharged, 
efpecially  if  the  preflure  be  made  with  any 
force,  or  continued  for  any  time :  this  cir- 
cumftance,  added  to  the  painful  fenfation, 
and  inflamed  appearance  of  the  parts,  has 
been  produdlive  of  a  fuppofition,  that  in 
this  ftate  there  is  either  an  ulcer,  or  an  ab- 
fcefs  within  the  facculus  or  dudl. 

As  this  is  an  opinion,  which  tho’  it  may 
poffibly  fometimes  have  feme  foundation 
in  truth,  yet  is  in  general  entertained  much 
too  haftily,  and  is  alfo  the  principal  fource 
whence  mofl;  of  the  miftakes  concerning  this 
difeafe  have  fprung,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
be  indulged  a  few  words  on  this  fubjedf. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  from 
the  furface  of  the  membrane  which  lines 
thefe  parts,  a  thin  mucus  is  fecreted,  by 
which  its  furface  is  fmeared  over,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  that  of  all  the  mem¬ 
brane  which  covers  or  lines  the  fauces,  la¬ 
rynx,  and  internal  parts  of  the  nofe,  the 
antra  of  the  jaws,  and  the  finufes  of  the 
Iphenoid  and  ethmoid  bones,  &c.  While 
the  lachrymal  fac  is  free  from  difeafe,  and 
the  dudlus  ad  nares  open,  this  mucus  is 
nearly  limpid  in  colour,  fmall  in  quantity, 

and 
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and  paffes  infen fibly  into  the  nofe  with  the 
fluid  from  the  lachrymal  gland ;  but  when, 
by  the  obflruftion  of  the  nafal  dudf,  that 
paflage  is  denied,  it  necefl'arily  lodges  in  the 
facculus,  by  diftending  and  irritating  its 
containing  bag  it  is-increafed  in  quantity, 
altered  in  colour,  and  difeharged  at  the 
pund;a  lachrymalla,  as  it  cither  becomes 
too  much  for  the  fac  to  contain,  or  as  it  is 
forced  out  by  preflure.  This  is  a  /hort  and 
fuccindl  account  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  fuch  as  will  fairly  and  truly 
account  for  all  its  fymptoms  and  appear¬ 
ances,  without  any  recourfe  to  either  ab- 
feefs  or  ulcer,  circumftances  which  very  fel- 
dom,  if  ever,  attend  it. 

That  which  is  mixed  with  the  clearer  part 
of  the  mucus,  and  which  from  its  pale  yel¬ 
low  hue  is  taken  for  matter,  is  not  matter, 
but  mucus,  which  in  this  part,  as  well  as 
feveral  others  in  the  body,  does,  either  by 
being  confined  beyond  the  necefiluy  time, 
or  by  inflammation,  or  irritation  of  the 
gland  or  membrane  which  fecretes,  or  con¬ 
tains  it,  or  even  from  genera!  affeefion  of 
the  habit,  put  on  a  yellow,  purulent  colour, 
where  there  is  neither  abfeefs,  nor  ulcer  in 
the  part  whence  it  comes. 


So 
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So  many  inflances  of  this  are  producible 
as  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
urethra,  vagina,  and  all  the  finufes  of  the 
head  which  communicate  with  the  nofe, 
furnifh  us  with  them  daily ;  the  linings  of 
all  thefe  are  conftantly  imbued  with  a  mu¬ 
cus  naturally  clear,  and  no  more  in  quan-  | 
tity,  than  is  neceffary  to  keep  the  membranes 
moift,  but  either  inflammation  or  irritation 
does  immediately  fo  add  to  its  quantity,  and 
fo  alter  its  colour,  that  in  the  two  former, 
the  fame  miftake  has  often  been  made  as  in 
the  fubjedl  in  queflion,  that  is,  the  difcharge 
has  been  thought  to  be  purulent,  and  pro¬ 
duced  by  ulceration  of  the  parts. 

Thefe  two  fluids  pus  and  mucus,  which 
have  been  fo  frequently  confounded  toge¬ 
ther,  do  really  differ  fo  widely, frorn  each 
other  in  their  nature,  conftitution,  fources, 
purpofes,  and  effedts,  that  to  diftinguifli 
them  properly,  and  to  point  out  the  true 
charadler  of  each,  feems  to  be  a  matter  of 
much  importance  ;  it  would  carry  me  too 
wide  from  my  prefent  purpofe  to  attempt 
it  in  this  place,  and  therefore  I  fhall  only 
juft  mention  what  may  fervc  merely  to  illuf- 
trate  that. 


If 
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If  I  conceive  rightly  of  this  affair,  mu¬ 
cus,  confidered  in  a  general  fenfe,  is  the 
effcdl  of  a  natural  fecretion  made  by  glands, 
membranes,  or  other  bodies  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  is  fo  far  from  being  ori¬ 
ginally  the  confequence  of  difeafe,  that,  in 
a  due  quantity,  it  is  abfolutely  ncccffary  for 
feveral  very  important  purpofes  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  economy,  which  purpofes,  when  this 
fluid  is  deficient,  muft  be  ill-executed,  and 
fome  kind  of  difeafe,  or  defedf  follow  : 
whoever  will  refleft  upon  the  ufes  of  it  in 
the  inteflines,  joints,  flreaths,  or  capfulas, 
of  the  tendons,  in  the  finufes  of  the  fkuli 
ferving  the  purpofes  of  fpeech,  in  the  cavity 
of  the  nofe,  where  the  olfadlory  nerves  do 
their  duty,  in  the  proflate  gland,  larynx,  tra¬ 
chea,  urethra,  and  vagina,  wdll  be  eafily 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  affertion, 

I 

both  with  regard  to  its  natural  ufes  in  a 
healthy  flate  and  proper  quantity,  and  the 
fliare  it  frequently  has  in  the  produdlion  of 
difeafes,  when  it  is  either  vitiated  or  redun¬ 
dant. 

Pus,  or  matter,  is  certainly  no  natural  fe¬ 
cretion  ;  fuppuration,  tho’  it  is  an  acfl  of  na¬ 
ture  when  fome  parts  of  the  body  have  been 
forcibly  divided  from  each  other,  is  never- 

thelefs 
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thelefs  to  be  regarded  as  the  efFeft  of  violence 
and  deftrudlion,  at  lead  of  divifion ;  for, 
without  entering  minutely  into,  the  origin 
or  nature  of  it,  I  believe,  I  may  venture 
to  affirm,  that  the  diiTolution  of  fonie  of’ 
the  folid  particles  of  broken  capillary  vef- 
fels,  and  a  mixture  of  fome  part  of  the 
juices  which  ffiould  circulate  thro’  them, 
make  a  neceffary  part  of  _  its  produdion  ; 
however  conftant  its  appearance  may  be  in 
the  progrefs  toward  healing  a  wound,  or 
fore,  yet  it  never  is  produced,  even  in  the 
fmalleil  quantity,  without  fome  degree  of 
erohon,  fome  breach  in  the  natural  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  parts ;  and  when  fuch  breach  is 
healed  the  difcharge  neceffarily  ceafes. 

On  the  contrary,  mucus  may  by  irritation, 
relaxation,  or  defluxion,  on  its  fecreting  or 
containing  parts  or  organs,  be  increafed  to 
a  quantity  far  beyond  what  is  neceffary  or 
ufeful,  and  produce  thereby  a  difeafe  in  parts 
where  there  is  not  the  lead;  degree  of  folutioii 
of  continuity,  as  in  the  cafes  of  tenefmus, 
flone  in  the  bladder,  fiuor  albus,  and  Ample 
gleets  from  the  urethra;  as  alfo  in  that  kind 
of  defiuxion  on  the  nofe  and  fauces,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  catarrh,  and  in  the  immediate 

effed  of  all  ffernutatories, 

» 


Other 


(  19  ) 

Other  differences  between  the  nature  and 
properties  of  the  two  fluids  might  be  men¬ 
tioned,  but  if  thefe  already  cited  are  jufl:, 
they  will  be  fuflicient  to  evince  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  confounding  them'  together,  either 
with  regard  to  theory  or  pradlice.  , 

Nor  is  this  miffake  of  difcoloured  mucus 
for  matter  confined  to  the  lachrymal  fac  only; 
the  two  circumtfances  of  pain,  and  yellow 
colour,  having,  in  almoff  all  times  produced 
the  fame  mifconception  in  the  virulent  go¬ 
norrhea  of  both  fexes ;  this  has  been  called 
pus,  and  being  faid  to  proceed  from  ulcera¬ 
tions  in  the  urethra  and  vagina,  though  the 
repeated  teflimony  of  thofe  who  have,  im¬ 
mediately  after  death,  examined  the  parts 
of  perfons  fo  difeafed,  has  often  been  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  contrary,  and  tho’  the  difcharge 
itfelf,  when  properly  examined,  will  always 
prove  the  contrary  :  inflammation  and  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  membranous  linings  of  the 
urethra,  and  vagina,  will  fully  account  for 
all  the  appearances  in  this  difeafe,  in  which 
there  is  neither  matter,  nor  ulcer,  nor  abfcefs  : 
whoever  will  attend  to  the  difcharge  made 
from  a  purulent  ulcer,  will  find  it  widely 
different  from  that  which  iffues  from  either 
of  the  above  parts  in  the  gonorrhea. 
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Again,  in  cafe  of  flridures  in  the  male 
urethra,  the  difcharge  occafioned  by  a 
bougie,  properly  and  judicioafly  ufed,  is  a 
difcoloured  mucus,  and  not  matter,  tho’  it  is 
generally  fo  called  ;  it  is  from  the  difcharge 
©f  this  mucus,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  paf- 
fage,  that  the  relief  is  obtained,  not  from 
any  deftrudlion  or  divifion  of  parts ;  the 
bougie,  which  produces  true  matter,  does 
much  more  harm  than  good,  makes  a  fore 
where  there  was  none,  and  where  there  ought 
to  be  none;  how  often  do  catarrhous  deflux¬ 
ions  on  the  trachea,  and  larynx,  wear  to¬ 
ward  the  clofe  a  deep  purulent  colour,  fo  as 
to  deceive  the  unknowing  into  an  opinion, 
that  it  is  matter  upon  the  lungs?  But  no 
judge  of  thefe  things  ever  had  recourfe  to 
abfcelTes  or  ulcers  for  a  folution  of  fuch  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  argument,  drawn  from  the 
quantity  of  thefe  difeharges  is  as  erroneous 
as  thofe  taken  from  its  colour ;  as  an  inflam¬ 
matory  defluxion  on  the  part  does  generally 
occaflon  the  latter,  fo  mere'  irritation  will 
produce  the  former,  which  does  alfo  gene¬ 
rally  ceafe  when  the  irritating  caufe  is  remo¬ 
ved  of  appeafed  :  how  immediately  is  a  mofl; 
troublefome  tenefmus  cured  by  a  glyfter  of 
llarch  and  opium  ?  What  large  fcEtid  dif¬ 
eharges 


(  21  ) 

charges  are  made  from  behind  the  prepuce 
of  many  perfons,  not  only  free  from  all  ve¬ 
nereal  taint,  but  without  any  ulceration  of 
the  parts,  by  a  kind  of  exfudation  ?  To  what 
length  of  time  will  they  not  continue,  if  • 
negledled,  and  how  immediately  do  they 
ceafe  by  the  ufe  of  a  fpirituous  or  vitriolic 
waih  ?  How  often  is  the  fiuor  albus,  even 
in  fome  of  its  word  circumftances,  mode-  ' 
rated,  not  to  fay  cured,  merely'  by  waihing 
away  the  acrid  mucus,  which  lodging  in  the 

f 

rugae  of  the  vagina,  continually  irritated  the 
parts  to  a  frelh  difcharge,  and  perpetuated 
the  difeafe  ?  What  quantity  of  dime  is  there 
in  the  urine  of  thofe  who  have  a  done  in 
the  bladder  ?  And  how  totally  does  it  ceafe, 
upon  that  done  being  difeharged,  or  taken 
away  ?  Whereas  neither  cleanfing  of  parts, 
nor  removal  of  irritating  bodies,  does,  or 
ever  can  procure  an  immediate  cedation  of 
a  difcharge  of  true  matter,  w'hich  being 
occalioned  by  a  folution  of  continuity,  an 
eronon  or  divifion  of  the  parts  whence  it 
proceeds  mud  decreafe  gradually,  and  at  lad 
can  only  ceafe  by  fuch  part  becoming  whole 
again.  • 

In  diort,  the  two  fluids  are  fo  abfolutely 
different  and  didindt,  that  the  blending  them 

C  ,  to?e- 


together  in  our  ideas  of  difeafe,  proceeding 
from,  or  producing  either  of  them,  cannot 
be  too  induftrioufly  avoided  •,  it  is  a  fubjedt 
on  which  a  great  deal  more  might  be  faid, 
as  it  would  comprehend,  or  have  relation  to 
many  diforders,  which  perhaps  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently  underflood,  or  attended  to  j  but 
being  belide  my  prefent  purpofe,  I  fhall  fay 
no  more  about  it,  only  defire,  that  I  may 
not  be  mifunderflood,  as  if  1  meant  to  alTert, 
that  there  never  is  abfcefs  or  ulcer  in  the 
lachrymal  fac,  and  dudl :  No,  I  only  mean 
to  fignify,  that  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the 
yellow  or  purulent  colour  of  the  difcharge, 
which  is  generally  received  as  a  proof  of 
fuch,  is  no  proof  at  all ;  that  this  colour 
may  be,  and  mofi;  frequently  is,  dependent 
on  other  caufes  j  that  tho’  by  the  fuppura- 
tion  of  the  cellular  membrane  covering  the 
fac,  the  upper  part  of  it  fometimes  becomes 
floughy,  and  burfis,  yet  the  lower  part  of 
it,  and  the  nafal  dudt,  are  often  at  the  fame 
time  perfedlly  found ;  and  that  there  never 
is  abfcefs  or  ulcer  within,  while  the  Hein  is 
entire  and  preferves  its  natural  hue,  and  foft- 
nefs,  let  the  colour  of  the  difcharge  be  ever 
fo  yellow  •,  circumftances  of  no  fmall  confe- 
quence  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 
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The  inflammation  of  the  cellular  mem-- 
brane  covering  the  fac,  is  a  circumftance 
which  makes  a  confiderable  difference, 
both  in  the  appearance  of  the  difeafc,  and 
in  its  requilite  treatment  j  in  fome  cafes  it 
is  confined  merely  to  the  furface  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  in  the  corner  of  the  eye  •,  in  others  it 
fpreads  flill  farther,  affedting  the  eye-lids, 
cheek,  and  fide  of  the  nofe. 

When  the  parts  are  in  this  flate,  the 
mucus  within  the  bag  has  generally  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  matter,  that  is,  it  wears  a 
deep  yellow  colour,  and  is  of  a  more  thin 
confiftence;  if  the  pundla  lachrymalia  are 
naturally  large  and  open,  and  the  inflam¬ 
mation  confined  to  the  furface  of  the  fac,  its 
contents  will  pafs  off  pretty  freely,  and  the 
fkin  will  remain  intire ;  this  is  what  the  an- 
tients  called  the  Ample,  or  imperfed:,  or  an- 
chylops. 

But  when  the  fkin  covering  the  lachry- 
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raal  bag  has  been  for  fome  time  inflamed, 
or  fubjed  to  frequently  returning  inflamma¬ 
tions,  it  moft  commonly  happens,  that  the 
punda  lachrymalia  are  affe.ded  by  it,  and 
the  fluid  not  having  an  opportunity  of  pafling 
off  thro’  them,  diflends  the  inflamed  fkin,  fo 
that  at  laft  it  becomes  floughy,  and  burfls 
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externally.  This  is  that  flate  of  the  difeafc 
which  is  called  perfedt,  AigylopSjOriEgylops; 
the  djfcharge  which  ufed  to  be  made  thro’ 
the  pundla  lachrymalia,  while  the  Ikin  was 
intire,  is  now  made  thro’  the  new  opening, 
and  by  excoriating  the  eye-lids  and  cheek 
increafes  the  inflammation,  and  gives  the  dif- 
eafe  a  much  more  difagreeable  appearanfce. 
In  fome  the  matter  burfls  thro’  a  fmall  hole, 
and  after  it  has  difcharged  itfelf,  the  tumor 
fubfides,  the  neighbouring  parts  become 
cool,  and  tho’  the  fkin  covering  the  furface 
of  the  facculus  is  floughy  and  foul,  yet  there 
is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fac  itfelf  is 
much  difeafcd  below ;  in  others  the  breach 
is  large,  the  flcin  remains  hard  and  inflamed, 
and  from  the  appearance  of  the  fore,  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  whole  inflde  of  the 
bag  to  be  in  a  difeafcd  flate  j  and  in  fome 
cafes,  which  have  been  much  negledted  or 
irritated  by  ill-treatment,  the  cavity  of  the 
facculus  feems  to  be  filled  with  a  loofe  ill- 
natured  fungus,  which  gleets  largely,  and 
produces  inflammation  and  excoriation  of 
all  the  parts  about. 

There  is  alfo  another  circumflance  which 
fometimes  is  found  to  attend  this  diforder, 
viz.  a  carious  flate  of  the  bones  j  this  was 

by 
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by  our  forefathers  fuppofed  to  be  a  frequent 
one,  and  was  the  principal  reafon  for  their 
fo  free  ufe  of  cauftic,  cautery,  and  fcalpra, 
in  the  treatment  of  it;  but  lince  the  difeafe 
has  been  more  minutely  examined  into,  this 
circumftance  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  rare 
one.  When  the  fillula  lachrymalis  is  a  fymp- 
tom  of  the  lues  venerea,  as  it  fometimes  is, 
the  bones  are  indeed  often  carious,  but  then, 

i, 

the  fiftula  is  not  the  original  complaint,  but 
produced  fecondarily,  and  is  a  confequence 
of  the  difeafed  date  of  the  os  ethmoides,  and 
olTa  fpongiofa  of  the  nofe,  and  is  not  curable 
by  any  local  means  or  applications,  but  de¬ 
pends  intirely  on  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  of 
which  it  is  a  fymptom. 

I  have  alfo  fecn  an  abfeefs  after  the  fmall- 
pox,  which,  by  falling  on  the  lachrymal  bag, 
has  made  it  ail  flough  away,  and  leave  the 
bones  bare  j  which  circumftance  I  have  alfo 
feen  attend  the  free  ufe  of  drong  efcarotics 
applied  to  dedroy  what  is  called  the  cyd  ; 
but  without  the  acceffion  of  forne  other  dif- 
order  producing  it,  or  the  mod  abfurd  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  the  complaint,  I  believe 
that  a  caries  of  the  bones  will  very  feldom 
be  met  with.  Indeed  the  combination  of 
other  difeafes,  either  of  the  general  habit, 
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or  affedlng  the  fame,  or  the  neighbouring 
parts,  does  often  make  a  very  material  dif¬ 
ference,  both  in  the  appearance  of  the  dif- 
order,  in  the  prognoftic,  and  in  the  proper 
method  of  treating  it,  which  therefore  fliould 
always  be  enquired  into ;  for  inftance,  the 
patient  is  fometimes  fubjedl  to  an  habitual 
ophthaimy,  or  lippitudo,  which  will  add  to 
the  deformity,  and  give  a  good  deal  of 'addi¬ 
tional  trouble  during  the  cure ;  an  oz$na, 
or  fome  other  difeafe  of  the  membrane,  and 
cells  of  the  ethmoid  bone,  or  a  polypofe 
excrefccnce  within  the  nofe,  are  now  and 
then  combined  with  it ;  the  habit  is  fome¬ 
times,  as  I  have  before  obferved;  infedted 
with  the  lues  venerea,  of  which  this  difeafe 
may  be  a  fymptoni ;  llrumous  glandular  ob- 
flrudlions  are  its  too  frequent  companions, 
and,  what  is  word  of  alb,  it  is  fometimes 
cancerous. 

SECT.  IV. 

/ 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  it 
will  appear  that  this  difeafe,  in  its 
primary  and  moft  Ample  date,  confifts  in  a 
detention  or  lodgment  of  mucus  in  the  fac- 
culus  lachrymalis,  in  confequcncc  of  an 
obflrudtion  of  the  natural  paflage  from  that 

bag 
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bag  into  the  nofc ;  that  by  means  of  this 
lodgment  the  facculus  is  diftcnded,  irrita¬ 
ted,  and  fomctimes  inflamed  j  that  the  fluid 
which  pafles  from  the  lachrymal  gland  over 
the  eye  to  the  punda  lachrymalia,  being 
prevented  by  the  fulnefs  of  the  fac  from  get¬ 
ting  into  it,  runs  down  the  cheek,  and 
therefore  that  the  charadleriftic  marks  of 
the  diforder,  when  recent,  are  a  fmall  tu¬ 
mor  in  the  inner  corner  of  the  eye,  an  in¬ 
voluntary  flux  of  ferum  down  that  fide  of  . 
the  face,  and  a  difeharge  of  mucus  thro'  the 
pundla  lachrymalia  upon  preflure. 

Tills  lodgment,  being  originally  produ¬ 
ced  by  the  ftoppage  of  the  natural  dudl,  it 
follows,  that  the  firfl  curative  intention  is, 
the  removal  of  that  obflrrudlion ;  which  is 
fometimc.s  pra(5licable,  but  more  often  not ; 
the  degree  of  obflrudlion,  its  date,  the  date 
of  the  adjacent  parts,  and  fome  other  cir- 
cumflances  rendering  it  more  or  lefs  fo  in 
different  fubjcdls. 

That  the  inexperienced  pradlitioner  may 
be  guarded  againfl:  giving  a  hafly  prognoflic, 
or  making  attempts,  which  however  fati¬ 
guing  to  the  patient,  mufl;  in  the  end  prove 
fruitlefs ;  and  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
underfland  the  difeafe  more  perfedly,  I  ihall 
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take  the  liberty  to  divide  it  into  four  general 
heads,  or  flates,  under  which  all  its  lelTer 
dillindtions  may  be  comprehended. 

The  firfi;  confifls  in  a  fimple  dilatation  of 
the  facculus,  and  obftrudtion  of  the  nafal 
dndt,  difeharging  upon  prelTurc,  a  mucus 
either  quite  clear,  or  a  little  cloudy,  the 
fkin  covering  the  bag  being  intire  and  per- 
fedlly  free,  from  inflammation. 

In  the  fecond,  the  tumor  is  fomewhat 
larger,  the  fkin  which  covers  it  is  in  an 
inflamed  llate,  but  intire,  and  the  difeharge 
made  thro’  the  pundla  lachrymalia,  is  of  a 
pale  yellow,  or  purulent  colour. 

In  jhe' third,  the  fkin  covering  the  fac¬ 
culus '-is-  become  floughy  and  burft,  by 
vrhich  means  the  fwelling  is  in  fome  mea- 
fure  leflened ;  but  the  mucus,  which  while 
the  fkin  was  entire,  ufed  to  be  prefled  out 
thro’  the  pundta  lachrymalia,  now  difeharges 
itfelf  thro’  the  new  aperture  ;  the  dudlus  ad 
nares,  both  in  this  and  the  preceding  date, 
are  not  otherwife  difeafed,  than  by  the  thick¬ 
ening  of  its  lining. 

In  the  fourth,  the  paflage  from  the  faccu¬ 
lus  lachrymalis  into  the  nofe  is  totally  obli¬ 
terated,  the  infide  of  the  former  being  either 
ulcerated  or  filed  up  with  a  fungus,  and  at¬ 
tended 
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tendfed  fometimes  with  a  caries  of  the  bone 
underneath. 

Thefe  will,  I  think,  comprehend  every 
Hate  and  circumftance  of  the  difeafe,  and  if 
attended  to,  will  in,  general  point  out  the 
proper  method  of  treating  it.  ' 

The  ancients,  who  fuppofed  this  diforder 
in  its  firfl  date  to  be  an  inflammatory  de¬ 
fluxion  -from  the  brain  on  the  caruncle 
tending  to  fuppurate,  directed  their  firfl; 
attention  to  prevent  fuch  confequence,  for 
which  purpofe  they  employed  phlebotomy, 
cathartics,  iflues,  fetons,  collyria,  and  refri¬ 
gerant  applications  of  all  forts  * ;  and  thefe 
not  fuGceeding,  they  had  recourfe  to  fuch 
as  they  thought  would  haflen  the  fuppura- 
tion  of  the  fuppofed  abfeefs  •f- . 

By 
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^  The  old  writers  have  many  forms  of  collyria,  epi- 
thems,  &c.  which  they  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  but 
ifTues  and  fetons  they  lay  great  flrefs  on,  which  prac¬ 
tice  may  immediately  fatisfy  us  what  was  their  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

“  Omnium  vero  praeftantiffimum  eft  fetaceum,  ma- 
teriam  enim  ad  oculos  fluentem  potenter  ad  fe  trahit 
et  evacuat,  caput  ad  omnibus  excrementitiis  humo- 
ribus  expurgar,  et  egregie  corroborat,  quid  plura, 
tanti  eft  momenti  ut  inveteratam  fiftulam  lachryma- 
lem  fine  hoc  praefidio  vix  curari  poffe.” 
t  Mr.  Serjeant  Wifeman  moft  certainly  did  not  un- 
derftand  this  difeafe,  and  miftook  it  either  for  a  tumor 
of  the  eneyfted  kind,  or  for  an  inflammatory  defluxion, 
and  treated  it  as  fuch,  his  words  are. 
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By  the  improper  ufe  of  medicines  of  the 
latter  kind,  it  frequently  happened  that  the 
jflein  became  inflamed  and  burfl:,  the  dif- 
charge  which  neceflarily  followed  this  acci¬ 
dent,  together  with  the  heated  appearance 
of  the  parts  about,  confirmed  their  opinion 
of  a  colledtion  of  matter  within,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  fuch  fuppofition,  they  attempted 
to  obtain  a'  cure  by  dilating  the  orifice,  and 
endeavouring  to  make  an  incarnation  from 

the 

‘‘  iEgylops  is  a  tumor  of  the  inner  canthus  of  the 
eye,  either  fcrophulous,  aetheromatous,  or  of  the 
nature  of  a  meliceris,  or  fometimes  with  inflamma- 
tion ;  the  caufes  of  ^gylops  are  the  fame  that  pro- 
duce  the  like  tumor  in  other  places,  but  fometimes 
it  is  made  by  fluxion,  and  appeareth  firft  as  a  phleg- 
mon  :  if  it  be  ftruma  or  atheroma  it  is  made  by  con- 
geflion.’’ 

‘‘‘  The  indications  of  cure  are  taken  from  the  ^gy- 
♦  ‘‘  lops,  whether  it  be  in  its  beginning  with  inflam- 
mation,  or  by  congeftion,  pafling  its  matter  forth 
under  the  cilium  into  the  eye,  in  which  cafe  it  is 
fiftulated.  Anchyclops  has  alfo  its  peculiar  way  of 
treating  as  other  tumors  of  the  glands.” 

Without  any  defign  to  criticife  on  the  ftrange  unin» 
telligibility  of  the  Serjeant’s  language,  I  believe,  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  no  man  who  is  not  previoufly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  will  learn  from 
hence  that  its  feat  is  in  the  lachrymal  fac,  and  that  an 
obftrudlion  in  the  nafal  dudt  is  the  firft  caufe  of  it. 

To  come  ftill  nearer,  or  even  into,  our  ov/n  time. 
Dr.  Daniel  Turner  compiled  a  treatife  of  furgery, 
which  was  univeiTally  difperfed,  and  read  all  over  the 
kingdom,  and  was  at  that  time  generajly  looked  upon 
as  a  true  reprefentation  of  the  London  praflice  :  the 

Doctor 
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the  bottom  of  the  hollow ;  not  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  htuation,  or  ufe  of  the 
nafal  dutfl,  they  took  no  care  to  free  it  from 
the  obftruftion  under  which  it  laboured,  but 
dreffing  the  fore  like  a  common  impolluma- 
tion,  permitted  it  either  to  be  filled  up  with 
a  loofe  fungus,  or  to  contradl  itfelf  to  a  nar¬ 
row  fiftulous  orifice,  which  daily  difeharging 
a  difcoloured  kind  of  fluid,  and  not  healing 
by  fuch  means  as  they  made  ufe  of,  they 
concluded  the  bone  underneath  was  carious, 

and 

Do6lor  fays,  Anchylops  or  -®gylops,  are  difeafes  of 
the  internal  canthus  of  the  eye,  in  which  the  lachry- 
mal  gland  is  concerned,  and  from  whence  the  fiftula 
of  the  fame  part  is  denominated;  the  prognoftic  may 
be  gathered  from  the  method  of  cure,  in  which,  univer- 
fals  premifed,  fuch  as  bleedings,  purgings,  &c.  you  may 
attempt  to  difiblve  the  humour  by  fome  gentle  ano- 
dyne,  or  difeutient  cataplafm,  but  if  it  inflame  and 
fuppurate,  you  mull:  haften  maturation,  as  well  as 
the  difeharge,  by  reafon  of  the  part  it  lies  upon  ;  but 
when  notwithftanding  all  your  endeavours  to  incarn 
and  agglutinate,  the  matter  continues  to  difeharge 
itfelf,  not  only  by  the  ourward  orifice,  but  alfo  un- 
der  the  cilium  into  the  eye,  you  muft  try  fome  more 
powerful  deficcative,” 

I  believe  no  one  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  nature 
and  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  more  or  better  explained  by 
v/hat  the  Dodlor  has  faid,  than  by  the  Serjeant  ;  and  I 
think  it  is  perfedfly  clear,  that  neither  of  them  had  any 
true  idea  of  it  at  all,  they  both  miftook  the  caruncule 
for  the  lachrymal  gland,  and  the  difeafe  for  an  ency- 
fted,  or  a  fcrophulous  tumor,  v/hich  ought  to  be  brought 
to  fuppuration  ;  the  lachrymal  fac,  the  duddus  ad  nares, 
their  ufe,  and  the  diforder  of  them  creating  the  complaint 
in  c^ueftion,  they  were  totally  unacquainted  with. 


and  made  way  down  to  it,  either  by  remo¬ 
ving  the  parts  with  a  cutting  inflrument,  or 
by  deftroying  them  with  cauilic,  and  caute¬ 
ry,-  intending  to  procure  an  exfoliation,  and 
thereby  a  firmer  bafis  to  heal  on 

But  fince  the  ufe  of  the  dudius  nafalis  has 
been  known,  fince  it  has  been  difcovered 
that  an  obftruftion  in  this  is  the  primary 
and  principal  caufe  of  the  diforder,  and  that 
what  pafied  for  the  cavity  of  an  abfcefs  is 
really  the  facculus  lachrymalis,  both  the 
intention  of  cure,  and  the  means,  have  been 
confiderablv  altered. 

In  the  firfl  and  mod  fimple  date  of  the 
difeafe,  viz.  that  of  mere  obdruilion,  with¬ 
out  inflammation,  much  pains  have  been 
taken  to  redore  the  parts  to  their  natural 
date,  and  ufe,  v/ithout  making  any  wound 
or  divifion  at  all ;  the  introdiudion  of  a 
probe,  the  injedion  of  a  fluid,  and  a  con- 

dant 


*  Humulo  fummum  ejus  foraminis  excipiendum,  et 
toturii  id  cavum  ficut  in  fiftulis  dixi,  ufque  ad  os  exci- 
dendiim.  Celsus. 

Corpus  id  quod  inter  angulum  ufque  ad  abfceffum  eft 
excoluimus  et  carnes  e  profundo  educimus  ;  quod  fi  igi- 
tur  per  fumma  ruptus  fuerit  abfceffus,  totum  id  quod 
erninet  ufque  ad  os  excidendum.  Faulus. 

Si  vero  per  hsec  medicamenta  non  curetur,  aut  recedi- 
raret  poftea,  lignum  eft  quod  os  eft  corruptum  de  fubtus 
quare,  tunc  oportet  iocum  detegi  et  os  corruptum  re- 
moverio  Lanfranc. 
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ftant  comprefiion  made  on  the  outfide  of 
the  facculus  in  the  corner  of  the  eye,  are 
the  principal  means  by  which  this  has  been 
attempted. 

Some  few  years  ago  M.  Anel  made  a 
probe  of  fo  fmall  a  fize  as  to  be  capable  of 
palling  from  the  eye-  lid  into  the  nofe,  being 
introduced  at  one  of  the  puncla  lachrymalia, 
and  palling  thro’  the  facculus  and  dudl ; 
with  which  probe  lie  propofed  to  break 
thro’  any  final!  obftrudtion,  which  might 
be  found  in  its  palTage. 

He  alfo  invented  a  fyringe  whofe  pipe 
is  fmall  enough  to  enter  one  of  the  pundta, 
and  by  that  means  to  furnilh  an  opportunity 
of  injecting  a  liquor  into  the  facculus,  and 
dudl ;  and  with  thefe  two  inftruments  he 
pretended  to  be  able  to  cure  the  difeafe  when¬ 
ever  it  conlifled  in  obfcrudtion  merely,  and 
the  difcharge  was  not  much  difcoloured. 
The  lirll:  of  thefe,  viz.  the  pallage  of  a  fmall 
probe  thro’  the  punda,  has  a  plaufible  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  will,  upon  trial,  be  found 
very  unequal  to  the  talk  afligned  ;  the  very 
fmall  fize  of  it,  its  necelTary  flexibility,  and 
the  very  little  reflftance  it  is  capable  of  ma¬ 
king,  are  manifell  deficiencies  in  the  inltru^ 
menti  the  quick  fenfation  in  the  lining  of 

the 
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the  fac,  and  ducft,  and  its  difeafed  flate,  arc 
great  objedlions  on  the  fide  of  the  parts,  fup- 
pofing  that  it  was  capable  of  anfwering  any 
valuable  end,  which  it  moll;  certainly  is  not. 

That  the  palling  a  line  probe  from  one 
of  the  pundla  lachrymalia  into  the  nofe  is 
very  prafticable,  I  know  from  experience, 
but  I  alfo  know  from  the  fame  experience, 
that  the  pain  it  gives,  and  the  inflammation 
it  often  excites,  are  much  greater  than  any 
benefit  which  does  or  can  arife  from  it. 

It  is  faid  that  the  principal  ufe  of  this 
probe  is  to  clear  the  little  dudls  leading  from 
the  puncfla  into  .the  facculus,  and  the  ob- 
ftrudtion  of  thofe  duits  is  often  mentioned 
as  a  part  of  this  difeafej  by  which  one 
would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  a  cir- 
cumflance  which  frequently  occurred, 
whereas  it  is  feldom  if  ever  met  with,  and 
when  it  does  happen,  can  never  produce 
the  difeafe  in  queflion,  the  principal  cha- 
racfteriflic  of  which,  is  a  difcharge  into  the 
inner  corner  of  the  eye  upon  prefTure  made 
in  the  angle ;  this  difcharge  is  made  from 
the  facculus,  thro’  the  pundla,  and  proves 
that  the  latter  are  open  i  the  paffing  a  probe 
therefore  thro’  thefe  feems  to  be  perfedlly 
unnecelTary,  fince  a  floppage  of  them  would 

never 
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never  give  rife  to  that  difeafe,-  which  con- 

fifls  in  an  obftrudlion  to  the  paflage  of  any 

* 

thing  from  the  fac  into  the  nofe,  and  not 
from  the  eye  into  the  fac. 

The  fyringe,  if  ufed  judicioufly  while  the 
difeafe  is  recent,  the  fac  very  little  dilated, 
and  the  mucus  perfedlly  clear,  will  fome- 
times  be  found  ferviceable ;  I  have  ufed  it 
where,  I  think,  it  has  been  much  fo ;  I  have  . 
by  means  of  it  injedted  a  fluid  thro’  the  fac- 
culus  into  the  nofe,  and  in  two  or  three  in-  - 
llances  have  effedted  cures  by  it,  but  I  have 
alfo  often  ufed  it  ineffedlually  i  it  gives  no 
pain,  and  a  few  trials  render  the  ufe  of  it 
very  little  troublefome. 

Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente  invented  an  ' 
inftrument,  which  was  fo  contrived,  as  by 
means  of  a  fcrew  to  make  a  preflhre  exter¬ 
nally  on  the  lachrymal  bag,  from  the  ufe  of 
which,  he  fays  his  patients  received  much 
benefit ;  this  inftrument  has  been  confide- 
rably  improved  by  late  pradlitioners,  and  is 
ftill  recommended  as  very  ufeful. 

All  the  good  that  can  be  obtained  by  com- 
prefs  and  bandage,  this  fcrew  is  capable  of 
procuring  j  but  it  is  alfo  fubjedl  to  all  the 
fame  inconveniencies,  arifing  from  the  im- 
poffibility  of  determining  exadtly  the  due 
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degree  of  preffure,  for  if  it  be  fo  great  as  to 
bring' the  fides  of  the  upper  part  of  the  fac 
into  contadl,  all  communication  between  it 
and  the  pundta  will  be  thereby  ftopt  j  if  it  be 
but  flight,  the  accumulation  will  not  be  pre¬ 
vented,  nor  does  it  in  either  cafe  contribute 
to  the  removal  of  the  obftrudlion  in  the  nafa) 
dudt,  the  primary  and  original  caufe  of  the 
difeafe. 

If  the  curative  intention  was  to  procure 
an  union  of  the  fides  of  the  facculus,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  parts  feparated  from  each  other 
by  the  formation  of  matter  or  floughs,  and 
the  preifure  could  be  made  uniformly  and 
conflantly,  poflibly  it  might  be  fo  managed 
as  to  anfwer  a  valuable  purpofe ;  but  as 
that  is  not  the  intention,  the  pre/Ture,  whe¬ 
ther  made  by  an  inflrument,  or  by  a  com¬ 
mon  roller,  and  comprefs,  contributes  little 
or  nothing  toward  a  cure,  nor  did  I  ever  fee 
one  effected  by  it,  altho’  I  have  feveral  times 
tried  both. 

That  fome  flight  obflruftions  of  the  na- 
fal  duel  have  gone  off  while  the  compreffion 
has  been  ufed,  I  do  not  deny,  but  am  in 
great  doubt  concerning  the  ihare  which  it 
had  in  removing  them,  having  feen  more 
than  one  inftance  of  a  cure  being  obtained 

by 
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by  tbe  ufe  of  a  proper  regimen  and  medicines, 
in  flight  and  recent  cafes,  where  nothing  was 
ufed  externally  but  a  vitriolic  collyrium  ; 
and  having  been  always  difappointed  in  my 
attempts  by  mere  bandage  of  any  kind* 
Befides  thefe  means  of  attempting  a  cure 
without  inciflon,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
French  Academy  have  favoured  us  with 
fome  others,  fuch  as,  the  introdudlion  of 
a  probe  into  the  lower  part  of  the  nafal  dudl 
within  the  nofe,  the  injection  of  a  fluid  by 
the  fame  orifice,  tbe  pafling  a  feton  from 
the  pundum  lachrymale  fuperius  thro’  the 
facculus  and  dudl  and  out  at  the  noflril, 
there  to  remain  ’till  the  cure  is  compleated  j 
and  for  thofe  purpofes  they  have  invented 
and  given  figures  of  a  number  of  probes,  fy- 
ringes,  and  many  other  inftruments  which, 
they  fay,  have  been  very  fuccefsfully  ufed  j 
far  be  it  from  me  to  fay  that  they  have  not, 
or  to  prevent  any  body  from  trying  thofe, 
or  any  other  means  by  which  mankind  may 
be  cured  of  difeafes  with  the  leafl:  poflible 
fatigue  and  pain  ;  but  from  the  experiments 
which  I  have  made  of  moft  of  thefe  pro- 
cefiTes,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fufpend  my  afiTent 
to  their  general  utility,  or  even  to  their  fre¬ 
quent  prafticability. 

D  Repeated 
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Repeated  trials  upon  dead  fabjedls  will 
undoubtedly  enable  a  man  to  pafs  the  probe, 
or  perhaps  now  and  then  the  feton,  but  he 
will  alfo  find  it  often  abfolutely  impracti¬ 
cable  j  and  in  the  few  inftances  in  which  he 
may  chance  to  fucceed  as  to  this  attempt, 
what  will  in  general  be  the  confequence  ? 
not  what  the  writers  on  thefe  fubjeCts  have 
taught  him  to  believe,  a  cure,  but  a  fenfe 
of  pain,  and  degree  of  inflammation,  which 
the  patient,  before  fuch  attempts  were  made, 
was  free  from,  an  exafperation  of  the  difeafe, 
and  a  lofs  of  much  time,  as  I  have  more 
than  once  experienced.  To  which  confi- 
deration  may  be  added,  that  infants  and 
young  children  are  very  often  afflicted  with 
this  diforder,  and  that  fuch  procelTes  as  thefe, 
are  abfolutely  impracticable  upon  them. 

I  fflould  be  very  forry  to  be  mifunderfiood 
in  what  I  now  fay,  to  have  it  fufpeCted,  that 
I  mean  to  derogate  from  the  character  of 
thofft  irentlemen  who  have  been  the  inven- 

o 

tors  of  thefe  operations,  or  that  I  fpeak 
flightingly  of  them,  either  becaufe  they  are 
not  my  own,  or  becaufe  I  have  not  been 
able  to  fucceed  in  the  ufe  of  them  :  it  would 
give  me  great  concern  if  I  thought  it  would 
be  believed  that  I  aCled  upon  fo  mean,  fo 
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narrow  a  principle  j  no  man  is  or  would  be 
more  pleafed  with  any  real  improvement  in 
our  art  than  myfelf,  but  having  taken  all  the 
pains  in  my  power  to  apply  the  difcoveries 
of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking  to  praftice  (the 
only  teft  of  good  furgery)  and  having  found 
them  moft  frequently  impradticable,  always 
inelfecftual,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fay  fo. 

Anel’s  fyringe  I  have  ufed  fuccefsfully, 
and  think  it  may  now  and  then  be  very  well 
worth  trying,  in  recent  cafes  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  it  may  always  be  ufed  without  giving 
any  pain,  or  running  the  rifque  of  railing 
an  inflammation  •,  but  I  mufl  alfo  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that  if  the  bag  is  not  much  di¬ 
lated,  the  mucus  clear,  the  fkin  and  cellular 
membrane  unindamed,  and  the  parts  about 
foft  and  eafy,  if  the  patient  will  take  care 
not  to  fuffer  too  great  an  accumulation,  will, 

A 

by  the  frequent  ufe  of  a  vitriolic  collyrium, 
keep  the  eye-lids  clean  and  cool,  and  care¬ 
fully  avoid  fuch  things  as  irritate  the  mem- 
brana  narium,  or  occalion  a  fudden  flux  of 
lymph  from  the  lachrymal  gland,  the  dif- 
eafe  may  for  many  years,  nay  often  for  life, 
be  kept  from  being  very  troublefome,  or  in¬ 
convenient,  without  any  furgery  at  all.--- 

D  2  SECT. 
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S  E  C  T.  y. 

WHEN  the  difeafe  is  got  beyond  the 
hmple  ftate  jull;  defcribed,  that  is, 
when  the  parts  round  about  are  much,  dr 
eonftandy  inflamed,  or  the  Ikin  covering  the 
tumor  is  burft,  there  is  fomething  more  to 
be  done,  if  a  cure  is  intended. 

In  this  ftate  an  opening  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  facculus  lachrymalis  becomes  in  ge¬ 
neral  abfolutely  neceffary  j  and  as  a  wound 
made  by  a  knife  leaves  a  much  lefs  difagree- 
able  fear  than  that  which  neceflarily  follows 
the  burfting  of  the  fkin,  one  being  a  mere 
fimple  divifion,  the  other  alofs  of  fubftance  j 
it  will  always  be  found  bell  to  anticipate  the 
accident  of  burning,  by  making  the  opening, 
as  foon  as  the  integuments  are  in  fuch  a  ftate 
as  to  threaten  to  it. 

For  the  making  this  incifion  authors  have 
been  very  particular  in  their  diredtion  with 
regard  to  its  place,  manner,  and  form;  they 
have  ordered  it  to  be  femilunar,  having  its 
concave  part  toward  the  eye,  and  that  the 
point  of  union  of  the  lids  Ihould  be  exa<flly 
oppofite  to  the  center  of  the  incifion ;  this 
lunated  figure  was  calculated  to  correfpond 
with  the  courfe  of  the  fibres  of  the  orbicu¬ 
lar 


i 


(  41  ) 

lar  mufcle,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  a  tranf- 

verfe  fedlion  of  them  would  produce  an 

inverfion  of  the  lower  lid,  an  effedl  which 

« 

never  follows :  all  that  the  furgeon  need 
obferve,  is  to  take  care  to  keep  the  knife  at  a 
proper  dihance  from  the  jundlure  of  the  pal- 
pebrje,  to  begin  the  incihon  a  very  little 
above  a  line  drawn  from  that  jun:dl:ure  toward 
the  nofe,  and  to  continue  it  downward ;  its 
form  may  full  as  well  be  ftfaight  as  any  other, 
and  the  bed  inftrument  to  make  it  with  is  a 
fmall  crooked  biftory. 

If  the  facculus  is  already  burd,  the  place 
of  opening  is  determined,  and  the  orifice 
may  be  enlarged  with  a  knife,  or  dilated. 

The  incifion  made,  the  facculus  fhould  be 
moderately  diflended,  either  with  dry  lint, 
or  a  bit  of  prepared  fponge ;  by  which  means, 
an  opportunity  will  be  gained  in  two  or  three 
days  of  knowing  the  date  of  the  infide  of  the 
fac,  and  of  the  dudtus  nafalis ;  if  the  former 
is  neither  doughy  nor  otherwifc  difeafed, 
and  the  obdrudion  jn  the  latter  but  dight, 
it  fometimes  happens  that  after  a  free  dif- 
charge  has  been  made  for  fome  days,  and 
the  indammation  occadoned  by  the  fird 
operation  is  gone  off,  the  fac  contrads  it- 
felf,  a  fuperficial  dreffing,  with  moderate 
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preiTure,  heals  the  fore,  the  lachrymal  fluid 
refumes  its  wonted  courfe,  and  the  difeafe 
difappears. 

Of  this  I  have  fecn  more  than  one  in- 
ftance,  and  perhaps  it  would  happen  oftener, 
if  the  very  abfurd  manner  in  which  this  dif- 
order  is  generally  treated  after  opening  the 
bag,  did  not  prevent  it :  in  this  flate  fuccefs 
is  to  be  expedled  from  the  mofl;  gentle  treat¬ 
ment  only  j  whatever  irritates,  inflames,  or 
deflroys,  will  infallibly  prevent  it. 

If  this  Ample  method  does  not  fucceed, 
or  from  the  ftate  of  the  parts  feems  unlikely 
to  do  fo,  another  mull:  be  tried,  which 
the  opening  already  made  will  enable  us 
to  put  in  pra{5lice  :  the  point  to  be  aimed 
at  is,  if  poflible,  to  render  the  nafal  dudl 
pervious  to  the  lachrymal  fluid;  and  we 
mufl:  endeavour  to  obtain  this  end  by  fuch 
means  as  give  the  leaft  pain,  excite  the 
leaft  inflammation,  and  leave  the  parts  as 
near  as  poflible  in  their  natural  ftate,  that 
is,  we  are  to  endeavour  to  dilate  the  paffage 
from  the  fac  to  the  nofe,  by  fome  means 
v/hich  will  gradually  diftend  it  without  de- 
ftroying  its  texture,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  dilatation  of  the  urethra  ought  to  be 
effedled  in  the  cafe  of  llridtures,  by  paffing 

either 
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either  a  probe,  or  a  piece  of  cat-gut,  or  a 
bougie,  gently  into  it,  as  far  as  it  will  eafily 
go,  and  repeating  it  occafionally,  until  it 
is  got  quite  through,  and  the  palTage  is 
free  *. 

Every  man  will  determine  for  himfelf,  by 
what  means  he  will  endeavour  to  accomplilli 
this  end,  nor  is  it  of  very  material  confe- 
quence  which  he  prefers,  provided  it  be 
done  gradually,  and  without  giving  pain ;  a 
proper  dilatation  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
facculus  by  dry  lint,  or  a  bit  of  prepared 
fponge,  will  be  found  ufeful  previous  to  the 
attempt  toward  palling  any  thing  into,  or 
thro’  the  dudl ;  and  it  will  alfo  be  necelTary 
that  the  furgeon  be  poflelTed  of  a  juft  idea 
of  the  fize  and  direction  of  it,  both  in  a  na¬ 
tural,  and  a  difeafed  ftate ;  for  whoever  has 
formed  one  only  from  viewing  its  bony 
channel  in  a  dry  Ikull,  will  upon  experi¬ 
ment  lind  himfelf  much  deceived  with  re¬ 
gard  to  its  diameter  in  a  living  fubjedlj  the 

D  4  mem- 

^  This  caution  is  very  neceflary  to  be  obferved  in  the 
cure  of  ftridlures  of  the  urethra,  in  which  cafe  the  pro¬ 
per  intention  is  gradually  to  dilate  the  pafFage,  and  to 
procure  an  increafed  difcharge  of  mucus  from  the  lacu-, 
nae ;  this  fliould  always  be  done  gently,  and  by  means 
which  give  as  little  pain  as  poffible  ;  whatever  irritates 
or  gives  pain  will  certainly  do  mifchief,  will  add  to  the 
obltruciion,  and  increafe  the  dyfury. 
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membrane  which  lines  it  is  not  extremely 

thin,  in  a  healthy  Hate,  and  when  it  is  in^ 

/ 

flamed  or  thickened  by  obflrudion,  the  paf- 
fage  thro’  the  du(fl  is  thereby  rendered  very 
frnall,  if  it  is  not  quite  fhut  up. 

They  of  our  anceflors  who  miflook  this 
difeafc  for  an  abfcefs,  arid  found  (as  indeed 
they  always  mufl)  extreme  difficulty  in  fil¬ 
ling  it  up  with  found  fiefh,  generally  had 
rccourfe  to  efcarotic  medicines  for  the  de-? 
fl;ru(ftion  of  that  fungus  which  feemed  to 
hinder  them  from  accomplilhing  their  end  j 
by  which  condudf  they  irritated  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  increafed  the  inflammation, 
and  were  mofl:  frequently  fruflrated  in  their 
expedlation  of  a  cure  at  laft.  The  fame  kind 
of  medicines  were  alfo  ufed  by  thofe  who 
fuppofed  the  diforder  to  be  an  encyfied  tu¬ 
mor,  with  intention  to  eradicate  the  cyfl, 
which,  they  thought,  prevented  a  cure  by 
remaining  behind  j  and  both  thefe  methods 
of  pradlice  were  vindicable,  fuppofing  their 
idea  of  the  difeafe  had  been  a  true  one, 
which  it  iqoft  undoubtedly  was  not  their 
reafoning  was  right,  but  their  principles  were 
wrong  ;  they  were  in  general  very  little  acr 
quaintedwiththeftrudlureand  ufeof  theparts, 
and  totally  miflook  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

But 
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But  now,  that  we  are  thoroughly  ac* 
quainted  with  both,  this  kind  of  pradfice 
ought  furely  to  ceafe,  as  the  prefervation  of 
the  facculus  and  dudt,  and  not  their  de- 
ftrudtion,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  intended  : 
all  cathseretic  medicines  mull  be  wrong  and 
prejudicial,  at  lead  while  the  intention  is 
fuch }  an  intention  at  all  times  rational,  and 
fometimes  capable  of  being  fulfilled. 

Notwithftanding  the  deflrudlion  of  the 
bag  is  allowed  to  be  wrong  by  mod  furgeons 
of  the  prefent  time,  yet  there  are  many,  who, 
by  their  manner  of  drefling  it,  after  they 
have  opened  it,  do  really,  tho’  not  inten¬ 
tionally,  produce  the  fame  effedl  as  our  fore¬ 
fathers  aimed  at :  it  is  dill  a  cudom  with 
many,  as  foon  as  it  is  opened,  to  didend  the 
cavity  of  it  with  a  hard  tent,  or  with  doffils 
of  lint  charged  with  efcarotic  medicines, 
fuch  as  mercurjus  precipitatus  ruber,  &c. 
by  w’hich  means  the  inflammation  is  in- 
creafed,  the  flcin  and  edges  of  the  incifioii 
hardened,  and  the  infide  of  the  facculus  put 
under  the  neceflity  of  cading  off  a  flough. 
This  is  one  of  feveral  indances  dill  remaining 
of  our  adhering  to  old  methods  of  pra«flice, 
after  the  principles  on  which  fuch  methods 
were  originally  formed  have  been  allowed 

y  > 


even 
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even  by  ourfelves  to  be  erroneous  ^  for  this 
manner  of  dreffing  the  fore  is  effe<ftively  the 
fame  as  the  antients  made  ufe  of,  while  they 
luppefed  the  difeafe  to  be  an  abfcefs  of  the 
caruncule,  and  encyfled  tumor,  or  a  callous 
ulcer  with  carious  bone ;  and  was  by  them 
intended  very  properly  for  the  dedruftion  of 
fuch  callolity,  to  affift  the  exfoliation  of  the 
fuppofed  caries,  and  to  procure  a  firm  bafis 
to  incarn  upon. 

On  the  contrary,  the  point  which  ought 
firft  to  be  aimed  at,  immediately  after  hav¬ 
ing  made  an  opening  into  the  fac,  is  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  remove  the  obflruttion  of  the 
natural  palTage  from  thence  into  the  nofe, 
by  the  means  already  mentioned,  which 
defign  this  method  of  cramming  in  efcaro- 
tic  dreffings  mud  necelTarily  frudrate,  mud 
frequently  render  a  fimple  cafe  complex, 
and  at  lead  retard  that  cure  it  is  defigned  to 
expedite. 

The  only  excufe  that  can  be  now  made 
for  fuch  method  of  drefiing,  is  that  the  fur- 
geon  is  fatisfied  that  the  duilus  ad  nares  can¬ 
not  be  rcdored  to  its  ufe,  and  therefore  by 
dcdroying  part  of  the  facculus,  intends  to 
procure  fuch  a  generation  of  new  flelh,  as 

mav 


(  47  ) 

may  fill  up  its  cavity,  and  hinder  the  accu¬ 
mulation,  or  lodgment  there  in  future. 

If  this  was  feafible,  perhaps  it  might  be 
a  vindication  of  fuch  treatment,  but  unfor- 
nately  it  neither  is,  nor  can  be  fo  in  gene¬ 
ral;  and  whoever  will  attentively  examine  the 
natural  fituation  and  ftrmflure  of  the  parts 
concerned,  will  immediately  fee  why  it  can¬ 
not.  All,  or  the  greatefi:  part,  of  the  dif- 
eafed  and  obftruffced  dud:,  lying  in  its  bony 
channel  out  of  the  reach  of  what  is  applied 
to  the  infide  of  the  facculus,  mufi:  prevent 
the  generation  of  a  firm  bafis  at  its  bottom, 
and  produce  a  frefli  colledion  of  mucus, 
which  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  time  lifts  up  the 
cicatrix,  into  a  new  tumor,  and  requires  the 
fame  treatment  as  if  nothing  at  all  had  been 
done. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  mull;  not  be  denied, 
that  now  and  then  a  cure  has  by  this  means 
been  effeded ;  but  it  has  been  fo  rarely,  that 
it  can  hardly  be  admitted  as  an  authority  or 
vindication  of  fo  irrational  an  attempt. 

The  parts  about  the  eye  are  mofi:  of  them 
of  very  quick  fenfation,  and  eafily  irritated ; 
all  drefilngs  are  in  fad  extraneous  bodies, 
and  therefore  when  applied  to  fuch  parts 
cannot  be  too  foft  and  light ;  fuppiiration  is 


an 
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an  adl  of  nature,  not  of  art ;  and  is  always 
beft  executed,  when  fhe  is  lead  difturbed  : 
this  is  a  general  truth,  and  will  hold  good 
in  all  parts  of  the  body,  even  where  fup- 
puration  may  be  mod  wanted  ;  but  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  in  which  the  lower  part  of  the 
fac,  and  all  the  dud:,  are  often  in '  fuch  date 
as  not  to  require  any  fuppuration  at  all,  ef- 
carotic  dredlngs  of  any  kind,  by  producing 
inflammation  both  of  the  eye  and  caruncule, 
by  rendering  the  edges  of  the  fore  hard,  or 
floughy,  and  by  dedroying  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  punda  lachrymalia  and 
facculus,  mud  neceflarily  coujiterad  the 
only  proper  intention  of  cure. 

I  would  not  in  this  place  be  thought  to 
mean  that  a  mere  fuperfleial  pledgit  is  all  the 
dreffing  that  is  required ;  no  ;  a  moderate 
dilatation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  facculus 
is  at  fird  abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to 

get  eadly  at  the  dud  below ;  but  this  diould 
be  efleded  without  the  ufe  of  corroflve  ap¬ 
plications  of  any  kind,  and  is  bed  accom- 
plifhed  by  prepared  fponge,  which  will 
ididend  to  almod  any  degree,  without  de¬ 
droying. 

When  a  paflage  has  been  once  obtained, 
it  fliould  be  carefully  kept  open,  either  by 

a  piece 
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a  piece  of  cat-gut,  a  fmall  bougie,  a  leaden 
probe,  or  fomething  of  that  fort  and  when 
it  is  thoroughly  eftablifhed,  the  fore  may 
be  permitted  to  contradl,  until  it  becomes 
no  more  than  what  fcrves  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  bougie  into  the  du6l  in  this  ffcate 
I  would  advife,  that  it  be  kept  open  for  fome 
time,  injedling  now  and  then  a  little  aqua 
calcis,  foftened  with  melL  roffar.  thro’  from 
above  into  the  nofe  ;  and  when  it  appears, 
that  the  paffage  is  fo  free,  and  fo  well  efla- 
blilhed,  that  there  is  good  probability  of  its 
preferving  itfelf,  the  orifice  in  the  angle  of 
the  eye,  by  being  coveixd  only  by  a  fuper- 
ficial  bit  of  plafler,  or  pledgit,  will  contract 
and  clofe  j  and  if  during  its  clofing,  mode¬ 
rate  prelTure  be  ufed  on  the  facculus,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  frefh  accumulation  of  mucus,  it  will 
affift  the  cure. 

Whether  the  facculus  in  a  healthy  and 
undilated  Hate,  is  endued  with  any  degree 
of  contractile  power,  which  it  lofes  by  be¬ 
ing  diftended,  or  to  what  other  caufe  it  may¬ 
be  owing,  I  know  not ;  but  have  more  than 
once  been  foiled  in  my  attempts  towards  this 
method  of  curing  the  difeafe,  by  a  frefh  col¬ 
lection  of  mucus,  notwithilanding  the  nafal 
duCt  has  remained  open,  as  appeared  by  the 

dif- 
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difcharge  made  into  the  nofe,  upon  prefTure 
on  the  tumor,  the  immediate  fubhancc  of 
the  faid  tumor,  and  the  paffage  of  an  injec¬ 
tion,  or  fmall  probe,  after  having  again 
opened  the  fac.  Some  of  thefe  have,  upon 
being  again  healed,  remained  good  cures, 
and  others  not ;  the  uncertainty  which  at¬ 
tends  thefe  cafes  is  great,  and  the  event  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  known  but  by  experiment.  Who¬ 
ever  fays,  that  none  of  them  are  to  be  cured 
by  the  foregoing  method,  errs  as  much  as 
he  would,  who  fltould  expedt  it  to  fucceed 
in  all ;  where  the  difeafe  is  in  fuch  ftate, 
as  to  admit  its  being  tried,  it  is  very  well 
worth  while,  as  it  is  not  painful,  nor  tedi¬ 
ous  ;  and  where  it  does  not  anfwer  our  ex- 
pcdlations,  it  is  no  hindrance  to  any  other 
more  efficacious  one  being  made  ufe  of  after- 

O 

ward ;  in  all  thefe  cafes,  different  circum- 
ffances  in  the  patient,  or  in  the  ftate  of  the 
difeafed  parts,  muft  produce  a  variation  in  the 
neceffary  treatment,  both  in  general,  and 
particular;  a  bad  habit  will  require  the  ufe 
of  internal  remedies ;  the  combination  of 
other  difeafes  of  the  neighbouring  parts  will 
add  to  the  difficulty  and  trouble ;  and  even, 
the  faireff,  and  fuch  as  feem  moft  likely  to 
fucceed,  do  fometimes  refill  this,  and  indeed 
every  other  attempt.  From 
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From  the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  eye 
bound  while  dreffings  are  applied  for  the  di¬ 
latation  of  the  facculus,  an  inflammation  is 
frequently  raifed  j  this  added  to  the  necef- 
fary  difcharge  of  ferum,  mucus,  &c.  is  apt 
to  heat  and  excoriate  the  parts  about ;  there¬ 
fore,  warm  fomentations,  cooling  collyria, 
epulotic  cerates,  and  renewing  the  dreflings 
as  often  as  fhall  be  neceflary,  with  what¬ 
ever  elfe  can  contribute  towards  keeping  the 
fkin  clean  and  cool,  muft  be  found  fervice- 
ablc,  as  well  as  pleafant,  and  fhould  never 
be  negledled. 


SECT.  VI. 

I H  E  laft  flate  which  I  mentioned  of 

JL  this  diforder,  is  that  in  which  the 
natural  paflage  from  the  facculus  to  the  nofe 
is  fo  difeafed  as  to  be  quite  obliterated,  or 
in  which  the  bones  are  fometimes  found  to 
be  carious. 

The  methods  hitherto  deferibed  have  all 
been  calculated  to  preferve  the  natural  paf- 
fage,  and  to  derive  the  lachrymal  fluid  again 
thro’  it ;  in  this  attempt  they  are  fometimes 
fuccefsful,  but  when  they  are  not,  there  is 
no  chirurgical  means  left,  but  to  attempt  the 
formation  of  an  artificial  one  in  its  ftead. 

The 
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The  upper  and  hinder  part  of  the  faccu- 
lus  lachrymalis  is  hrmly  attached  to  the  os 
unguis,  a  fmall  and  very  thin  bone  jufl;  with¬ 
in  the  orbit  of  the  eye  j  which  bone  is  fo 
htuated,  that  if  it  be  by  any  means  broke 
thro’,  or  removed,  the  two  cavities  of  the 
nofe,.  and  of  the  orbit,  communicate  with 
each  other,  confequently  the  os  unguis  forms 

the  partition  between  the  hinder  part  of  the 
lachrymal  bag,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
cavity  of  the  nofe ;  and  it  is  by  making  a 
breach  in  this  partition  that  we  attempt  the 
formation  of  an  artificial  paffage  for  the 
lachrymal  fluid. 

This  operation,  if  confidered  merely  as 
a  perforation,  is  no  invention  of  the  mo¬ 
derns,  the  ancients  undoubtedly  performed 
it;  but  tho’  it  was  executed  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  it  is  now,  yet  it  was  not 
done  with  the  fame  intention. 

From  the  accounts  which  our  anceftors 
have  left  us  of  the  difeafe  in  queftion,  it  is 
plain,  that  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  always 
attended  with  a  degree  of  callofity,  and 
often  with  caries,  and  that  the  fureft  way 
to  obtain  a  cure  was  to  lay  the  bone  bare  : 
this  they  effected  either  by  cauftic  or  cau¬ 
tery,  according  to.  the  humour  of  the  fur- 
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geon,  or  the  fears  of  the  patient ;  if  cauflic 
applications  were  ufed,  they  waited,  the  re¬ 
paration  of  the  efchar  j  and  if  they  found, 
or  believed  the  bone  to  be  altered,  they  ap- 
lied  an  adual  cautery  to  it ;  if  the  bone 
to  which  the  iron  was  applied  was  the  os 
unguis,  it  was  too  thin  to  bear  much  heat, 
or  much  preffure,  confequently  was  cafily 
burnt,  or  broke  thro’,  and  by  that  means  an 
opening  was  made  into  the  nofe  j  a  terebra 
was  alfo  fometimes  made  ufe  of  inftead  of 
cautery,  and  the  fame  elfed:  produced 
thereby 

By 

*  Oculo  et  Gaeteris  jun61:is  partibus  bene  abte£Hs  os 
feframento  adurendum  eft  vehementius,  quod  fi  jam  ca- 
rie  vexatum  eft,  quo  craflior  huic  fquama  abfeedat  qui- 
dam  adurentia  imponunt.  Celsus. 

Cum  ifto  pulvere  in  yeritate  fere  mortificabam  omnes 
fiftulas  curabiles,  et  cum  cauterio  ferreo,  aut  aeneo— 
fadla  mortificatione  tali  totius  carnis  ufque  ad  os,  cum 
pulvere  aut  unguento  fuperdiflis  fuperpone  mortificato 
butyrum  et  efehara  afpice,  et  fi  fuerit  os  corrupturn 
cauteriza  ipfum  ufque  ad  ejus  profundum, 

Gul.  de  Saliceto. 

Poftea  fi  homo  fuerit  delicatus,  per  iftud  foramen 
mittatur  Caneilus  ferreus  vel  seneus  fubtilis  ufque  ad 
profundum  fi  poteris,  et  per  ipfum  canellum  ferrum 
candens  immitte  et  fiftulae  radices  decoque  :  at  fi  timu- 
jerit  ignem  immittatur  pillula  de  unguento  ruptorio. 

Roeandus. 

Offe  detefto  ferrum  imprime  calidum  fupra  ipfum  et 
ipfum  cauterium  mediocriter  comprimendo  poftea  imple 
totum  vulnus  cum  oleo  rofarum  mifto  cum  vitello  ovi. 

E  Lanfranc. 
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By  each  of  thefe  methods,  a  paffage  be¬ 
ing  made  from  thefacculus  lachrymalis  into 
the  nofe,  a  cure  was  fometimes  accidentally 
obtained ;  but  the  cautery  was  applied,  ei¬ 
ther  to  deftroy  the  fuppofed  callolity,  or  to 
defquamate  a  caries ;  and  the  terebra,  ei¬ 
ther  for  the  fame  reafon,  or  to  make  a  paf- 
fage  for  the  difcharge  of  matter,  which 
lodged,  and  as  they  thought,  hindered  the 
healing  df).  the  fore  ;  for  as  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  natural  paflage  of  the 
lachrymal  fluid,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  by  means  of  this  perforation  they 
intended  the  formation  of  an  artificial  one, 
Callofity  and  caries  were  their  two  charac- 
teriftics  of  the  difeafe  }  the  diflblution  ’  of 
one,  and  the  exfoliation  of  the  other,  were 
all  they  had  in  view  from  the  ufe  of  either 
cauftic  or  cautery,  and  the  perforation  of  the 
os  unguis  was  either  accidental,  or  made 
merely  for  the  difcharge  of  matter*. 

Indeed, 

^  Fabrldusab  Aquapendente,  who  in  general  copies 
Paulus,  fpeaks  of  the  perforation  as  meant  only  to  make 
a  depending  orifice  for  matter,  poll  carunculas  et  loci 
excifionem,  terebra  humorem  aut  pus  in  nares  deri- 
varint/’  Fab.  ab  Aquapendente. 

Gul.  de  Saliceto,  and  indeed  many  other  of  the  an¬ 
cient  writers,  fpeak  of  ufing  both  cautery  and  terebra 
to  the  purpofe  of  deriving  the  matter  and  fanies  which 
lodge  in  the  fac,  into  the  nofe^  and,  by  making  a  de¬ 
pending 


Indeed,  if  we  attentively  confider  what 
the  old  writers  have  left  us  on  this  fubjedt,. 
it  will  appear,  that  tho’  they  knew  that  a 
paffage  into  the  nofc  was  fometimes  a  con- 
fcquence'  of  their  ufe  of  the  terebra  and 
cautery,  yet  the  operators  hlad  no  very  ac¬ 
curate  knowledge  of  the  parts  they  made 
lb  free  with  s  no  precife  idea  of  the  bone  on 
which  their  inftrunients  werp  applied,  or 
thro’  which  they  paffed ;  nor  of  the  place 
moil  immediately  proper  for  fuch  applica¬ 
tion  of  them  ;  fometimes  they  perforated 

E  2  •  ■  the 

pending  orifice,  to  procure  a  firm  bafis  to  heal  on. 
Afpice  os,  et  fi  fuerit  corruptum  cauteriza  ipfum  uf-^ 
que  ad  ejus  profundum,  et  concavitatem  cum  cauterio 
punftuali,  et  perfora  ipfum  ad  aliam  partem,  ejus  ut 
fanies  per  nafum  fiuat,  deinde  incarnetur  et  cohfo*^ 
li.detui*."’  Gut.  DE  Salicetq. 

Indeed  the  formation  of  an  artificial  paflage  for  the 
lachrymal  fluid  could  make  no  part  of  the  intention  of 
thofe,  who  were  not  rightly  acquainted  with  the  natu¬ 
ral  one. 

Paulus  mentions  perforation  with  the  terebra  as  the 
practice  of  fome  in  his  time,  but  from  what  he  fays,  it 
is  plain  he  did  not  pradtice  it  himfelf,  or  think  it  necef- 
fary,  and  that  he  regarded  it  only  as  a  method  of  ma¬ 
king  a  depending  orifice  ;  his  words  are,  Qjiod  fi  jam 
carie  vexatum  eft  ferro  cahdenti,  acuto,  ac  incufpi- 
dem  abeunte  adurimus  fpongia  frigida  madente  oculo 
impofita. 

Sunt  qui  poll  carunculse  excifionem  terebra  ufi  hu-^ 
morem  aut  pus  in  nares  derivarint ;  nos  autem  fatis 
habuimuscoufque  folum  ferramentis  ad  .Sgylopem  ac^ 
comodatis  adurere  ut  fquama  abfcederet.’’ 

Paulus  Aecineta.  ^ 
See  alfo  Fab,  ab  AqUApENDENTE. 
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the  os  unguis  very  properly,  fometimes  tire 
cautery  or  terebra  was  thrull  into  the  bony 
channel  of  the  natural  nafal  dudl,  and  fome¬ 
times  they  were  applied  to  the  nafil  procefs 
of  the  maxilla  fuperior  :  the  direction  given 
by  moft  of  them  to  rafp  the  bone  (fcalpris 
abradere)  and  to  imprefs  the  cautery  with 
feme  force,  that  ■  the  bone  may  be  fooner 
exfoliated,  (utcitius  fquama  abfeedat)  plain¬ 
ly  prove,  that  either  they  were  hot  aware  of 
the  tender  ftrudture  of  the  os  unguis,  or  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  apply  their  inflru- 
ments  to  it;  if  the  former  was  the  cafe, 
the  perforation  was  accidental ;  if  the  latter, 
they  muffc  have  often  done  much  more  harm 
than  good  j  that  is,  they  muft  have  burned 
•and  deftroyed  unnecclTarily  parts  which  have 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  difeafe ;  and 
by  fuch  treatment  of  them  mull  have  much 
oftener  prevented,  than  accompliflied  a 
cure*., 

The 

*  Petrus  de  Marchetti,  tho’  perfedly  fenfible  that  the 
os  unguis  was  often  broke  thro’  by  the  cautery,  yet  in- 
fifts  upon  it,  that  it  ferveJ  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
haften  exfoliation.  “  Prseterquain  quod  hujus  perfora- 
“  tionis  non  alius  fit  ufus  quain  ut  os  perforatum  aut 
“  inuftum  citius  abfeedat.  Obfervandum  tamen  non 
effe  perforandum  os  nifi  praefente  maxima  ipfius  cor- 
“  ruptione,  fola  fiquidem  ejus  fuperficie  corrupta  aut 
alterafa  fat  fuerit  partem  liefam  abradere.” 

Petr,  de  Marchetti. 

And 
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The  intention  of  the  preient  practitioners 
in  making  this  perforation  is  different  from 
that  of  our  anceftors ;  but  it  is  more  ratio¬ 
nal,  and  founded  upon  the  nature  and  ufe  of 
the  parts  concerned  in  the  difeafe ;  it  is  to 
form  and  maintain  a  new  artificial  paffage 
from  the  lachrymal  bag  into  the  nofe,  when 
the  natural  one  can  no  more  be  rendered  ufe-' 
ful,  and  without  any  view  to  any  thing  elfe 
this,  I  fay,  is  the  aim  of  them  all ;  but  tho* 
they  are  perfectly  agreed  in  their  intention, 
yet  they  are  not  fo  with  regard  to  the  in-* 
Ifrument  which  they  ufe,  fome  flill  conti¬ 
nuing  the  aClual  cautery,  others  ufiiig'other 
different  inflru'ments;  '  ■  ‘  ' 

The  ancients  preferred  the  cautery,  fof 
reafons  which  have  already  been  affigned  j 
but  fince  the  fymptoms  of  callofity  and  ca¬ 
ries  have  been  found  to  be  very  infrequent, 
and  the  os  unguis  has  been  perforated  folely 
with'  a  view  to  make  an  artificial  paffage  into 
the' nofe',  the  cautery  has  with  many  loft 
much  of  its  ancient'  credit,  and  other  in- 
ftruments  have  been  fubftituted  in  its  place, 

E  3  which 

'■  *  .1  j  ^ 

And  Mr.  Verdue,  a  very  modern  writer,  is  ajfo  of 
the  fame  opinion,  Le  meilleur  femede  pour  amorter 
Facide  qui  caufe  la  carie,  e’eft  de  paffer  legerernent 
un  cautere  aduel  fur  I’os  fans  le  percerF’ 
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which  give  lefs  pain  at  the  time  of  ufing^ 
and,  leave  lefs  deformity  afterward.  . 

.  But  tho’  many  have  laid  afide  the  hot 
iron,  yet  itftill  has  its  advocates,  who  pre¬ 
fer  it  to  every  other  inftrument,  and  who 
have  therefore  endeavoured  to  obviate  its 
inconveniencies :  they  have  diredled  that  the 
cannula  thro’  which  it  pafles,  be  made  of  a 
conical  form,  and  fo  large  at  its  lower  end, 
as  that  they  fhall  not  touch  each  other  j 
they  have  ordered  this  cannula  to  be  wrap¬ 
ped  nound  with  wet  rag,  at  the  time  of 
ufing  it  j  they  have  placed  a  check  upon  the 
top  of  tlie  iron  to  prevent  its  point  from 
going  too  far,  and  have  been  particular,  in 
diredling  us  to  withdraw  it  as  foon  as  it  is 
got  thro’.  .  , 

i  *  4  N,..-  ' 

But  notwithdanding  thefe  and  every  other 
caution,  the  cautery  gives  great  pain  at  the 
time  of  ufing,  lengthens  •  the  attendance, 
and-  moft  commonly  produces  unnecelTary 
deformity,  even  in  , the,  hands  of  the  , moft 
dextrous,  not  to  mention  the  horror  occa- 
honed  by  thrufting  a  hot  iron  into  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  eye. 

When  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from 
the  ufe  of  this  inftrument,  even  in  the  beft 

hands,  are  important,  it  may  be  ealily  guef- 

'  . 
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fed  what  they  muft  be  in  thofe  of  the  cluni- 
fy  and  ignorant ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  fome, 
real  advantage  attends  it,  it  ought  certainly, 
to  be  fo  difcouraged,  that  no  one  may  at¬ 
tempt  to  revive  it  j  let  us  then  fee  with 
what  intent  it  has  been  ufed  by  thofe  who 
have  appeared  moflfond  of  it,  and  who  may 
fairly  be  fuppofed  to  have  bed  khbwn  how 
to  manage  it. 

The  defence  made  by  the  wet  rag  againft 
the  heat  of  the  iron,  the  difproportioned 

t 

ftze,  and  the  figure  of  the  cannula,  very 
plainly  fhew,  that  its  efFecfl  is  defigned  to  be 
executed  by  the  point  only ;  and  the  check 
at  the  upper  end  as  clearly  fhews,  that  that 
point  is  defigned  to  pafs  no  farther  than  juft 
thro’  the  bone,  while  all  the  ill  efte(fts  are 
occafioned  by  the  upper  part  of  the  cautery 
on  the  eye-lids  and  angle  of  the  eye  :  now, 
if  it  is  not  defigned  to  produce  any.  effedl  on 
any  of  the  parts  thro’  which  it  pafles  down 
to  the  bone,  but  merely  to  burn  ithro’  that 
and  the  mernbrana  narium,  and  thereby, 
make  an  opening  into  the  nofe,  I  do  not 
fee  how  it  differs  from,  any  other  perforator 
of  equal  fize,  except  in  the  mifchief  it  does 
to  the  parts  above,  to  which  it  Ihould  do 
nothing. 


E 


-Sv. 
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It  does  indeed  burn  the  bone  and  mem- 
brane,  thro’  which  it  pierces,  and  thereby 
prevents  the  orifice  from  clofing  again  im¬ 
mediately,  and  this  is  certainly  the  principal 
end  of  perforation,  by  whatever  inllrument 
it  is  perforrhed  j  but  it  is  alfo  as  certain, 
that  the  fame  end  is  obtainable  by  means 
lefs  mifchievous  and  lefs  horrible. 

Our  anceftors  had  a  very  plaufible  reafon 
for  ufing  it,  their  ideas  of  callofity  and  caries 
always  accompanied  this  difeafe,  and  autho- 
rifed  them  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  applications 
as  they  thought  mod:  proper  in  fuch  cafes  j 
but  now,  when  we  know  that  thefe  are' 
fymptoms  which  very  rarely  occur,  or  even 
if  they  do,  that  they  are  removable  in  a 
much  eafier  manner,  we  are  no  longer  vin¬ 
dicated  in  continuing  an  alarming  and  a 
painful  procefs,  when  we  can  obtain  the 
fame  end  by  much  gentler  means  j  for  whe¬ 
ther  the  membrana  narium  be  burnt  thro’, 
or  divided  in  any  other  manner,  it  is  the 
future  method  of  drefling  that  opening  that 
mull  maintain  it,  let  it  be  made  by  what¬ 
ever  inftrument,  or  in  whatever  manner  it 
may. 

The  late  Mr.  Chefelden  was  a  warm 
patron  of  the  cautery,  took  a  great  deal  of 

pains 


. 
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pains  to  prevent  it  from  doing  mifchief,  and 
has  faid  in  its  defence,  that™ “  other  me- 
thods  of  curing  this  difeafe  have  been 
much  recommended,  though  often  un-' 
**  fuccefsful,  but  this,  well  performed,  is  in- 
fallible.”  After  fo  pofitive  an  affertion, 
1  am  forry  to  be  obliged  to  fay,  that  it  is 
contradidled  by  manifold  experience  •,  that 
there  have  been  many  inftances  of  perfe<fl 
cures  performed  without  the  ufe  of  a  caute«* 
ry  i  and  that  fome  of  thofe  who  have  been 
cauterifed  by  Mr.  Chefelden  himfelf  have 
been  difappointed  in  the  expectation  of  one; 
nor  could  he,  with  all  the  pains  he  took, 
prevent  the  effeCl  of  the  heat  of  the  iron,  or 
leave  his  patient  without-a  weeping  eye.  ' 
The  intention  is  merely  to  make  art 
opening  thro’  the  os  unguis  and  menibrana 
narium  into  the  cavity  of  the  nofe,  and  to 
treat  that  perforation  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
that  it  (hall  mod;  probably  remain  open, 
and  give  paffage  to  the  lachrymal  fluid' 
from  the  punCta,  after  the  external  lore  is‘ 
healed.  ■ 

The  extreme  thinnefs  of  the  bone  ren¬ 
ders  the  paflage  of  the  inftrument  very 
eafy,  and  if  the  breach  which  is  riiade  be 
of  any  tolerable  fize,  I  am  inclined  to  think 

that 
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that  it  never  is  filled  up  again  by  bone,  but. 
that  when  it  is  clofed,  it  is  by  the  mem¬ 
brane  and  therefore  it  is  the  ,furgeon’s 
bufinefs  to  make  a  pretty  large  opening  in 
the,  bone,  and  to  prevent  its  being  clofed. 
again,  by  rendering  the  edges  of  the  mem¬ 
brane  on  each  fide  of  it  callous. 

To  make  this  opening,  many  .different 
inftruments  have  been  devifed,*  and  ufed, 
a  large  firong  probe,  an  inflrument  like  a 
common  gimblct,  a  curved  trocar,  &c.  &c. 
each’ of  which,  if  dextroufly  and  properly, 
applied,  will  do  the  bufinefs  very  well ;  the 
one  necelfary  caution  is,  fo  to  apply  what¬ 
ever  inftrument  is  ufed,  that  it  may  pierce 
thro’  that  part  of  the  bone  which  lies  im-, 
mediately  behind  the  facculus  lachrymalis, 
and  not  to  pufh  up  too  far  into’ the  nofe  for 
fear, of  injuring  the^os  fpongiofum  behind, 
while  it  breaks  its.  way. 


4 

For '  my  own,  ;.pa,rt  I  have  always  ufed 
the  curved  trocar,  which  has  ferved  my. 
purpofe  well,  and  from  which  I, have  never 

i 

experienced  any  inconvenience  3  in  ufing  it 
the  point  fhould  be  turned 'obliquely  down¬ 
ward,  from  the  angle  of  the  eye,  toward 
the  infide  of  the  nofe ;  the  accomplifhment 
pi  the  breach  will  be  known?  by  .the  dif- 


charge 


charge  of  blood  from  the  noftril,  and  of 
air  from  the  wound  upon  blowing  the  nofc. 
The  mofl:  precife  diredlion  in  this  part  of 
the  operation  will  be  of  but  little  ufe  to 
him  who  has  no  idea  of the  natural  ftruc- 
ture  and  difpofition  of  the  parts  concerned, 
and  who  ought  therefore  to  get  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  as  foon  as  he  can  :  but  whoever  is 
at  all  acquainted  with  this  matter,  or  will 
attend  to  the  fituation  and  connedlion.  of 

X,  V  ’■  JU 

the  os  unguis,  knows  that  this  bone  is  di- 
vided  into  two  parts  by  a  perpendicular 
ridge ;  that  the  lachrymal  fac  is  connefted 
to  all  that  part  which  is  anterior  to  this 
ridge  f  and  that  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
bone  contributes  to  form  the  orbit  of  the 

■  ■  '  n 

eye,  and  has  little  or  no  connexion  with 
the  lachrymal  fac  :  the  trocar  muft  be  ap¬ 
plied  therefore  to  that  part  of  the  bone 
which  is  anterior  to  the  ridge,  and  confe- 
quently  behind  the  lachryrnal  bag;  , by  the 
paffage  of  the,  inftrument„,  allf' this  part,  of 
the  bone  .will  in  all  probability  be  broken, 
but  from  which  no  mifchief .  will  enfue. 

I  f '"j 

An  attention  to  ,the  natural  fituation  of 
thefe  parts,  will  alfo  (how  the  praditioner, 
that  if  the  point  of  his  inftrument  be  pafled 
in  a  tranfverfe  diredion  with  , regard  to  the 

nofe. 


? 

*  r 
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fiofe,  the  os  ipongiofum  fuperius  will  be 
tinneceflarily  wounded  or  broken  ;  and  if  it 
goes  in  too  perpendicular  a  diredlion,  it 
fWay  get  into  the  channel  of  the  natural  dudf, 
and  its  point  will  be  flopped  by  bearing 
againfl  that  part  of  the  maxil|a  fuperior 
which  contributes  to  the  formation  of  that 
channel. 

It  has  been  objefted  to  the  trocar,  that 
it  rWay  break  the  os  unguis  to  fome  diflance 
from*  the  place  where  its  immediate  point 
is  fixed;  to  which  1  can  only  anfwer,  that 
I  have  performed  the  operation  a  great 
fttimber  of  times,  and  never  yet  have  feen 
any  intonvenience''to  arife  frohi  it :  indeed 
a  tbtal  removal  of  a  final!  piece  of  the  bone 
tvould  be  a  thing  rather  to'  be  wifhed  fot 

than  avoided ;  if  we  may  reafon  by  analogy, 

''  ..  .  > 

it  feems  to  be  a  necefiary  requifite  toward 
preferving'  a  future  paffage for  we  very 
well  know  in  a' caries  of  the  bones  forming 
the  roof  of  the  mouth,  that  they  are  fome- 

r  '  '  ' 

time's  bare  for  a  large  compafs,  and  by  call¬ 
ing  off  leave  a  confiderable  aperture  into 
the  nofe  j  yet  in  many  cafes,  \^hen  the  vi¬ 
rus  is  removed^  and  the  habit  recruited, 
that  opening  will  fo  contraft  as  not  to  fuf- 
,  fer  a  fmall  quill  to  pafs  where  you  might 

have 
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have  introduced  your  finger,  nay  often  will 
quite  clofe  •,  and  therefore  tho’  the  opening 
made  in  the  os  unguis  may  poffibly  in  fpite 
of  all  endeavours  be  again  clofed  up,  yet 
'  a  free  breach  in  it  feems  to  be  the  moll 
likely  means  to  prevent  it  j  and  upon  this 
principle  I  have  always  turned  the  perfora¬ 
tor  round  very  freely  whenever  I  have  ufed 
it,  have  never  feen  any  mifchief  from  it, 
and  do  attribute  the  fuccefs  I  have  had 
with  it,  in  fome  meafure  to  this  method  of 
ufing  it. 

As  foon  as  the  perforation  is  made,  a 

tent  of  lint  Ihould  be  introduced,  of  fuch 

fize  as  to  fill  the  aperture,  and  fo  long  as  to 

pafs  thro’  it  into  the  cavity  of  the  nofe ;  this 

lliould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  two,  three, 

« 

or  four  days,  till  the  fuppuration  of  the  parts 
renders  its  extracftion  eafy,  and  after' that  a 
frelh  one  Ihould  be  palled  every  day,  until 
the  clean  granulating  appearance  of  the  fore 
makes  it  probable  that  the  edges  of  the  di¬ 
vided  membrane  are  in  the  fame  Hate :  the 
bufinefs  now  is  to  prevent  the  incarnation 
from  doling  the  orifice,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  end  of  the  tent  may  be  moiftened 
with  fpir.  vitriol,  ten.  or  a  piece  of  lunar 
Caullic  fo  included  in  a  quill,  as  to  leave  little 

more 
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more  than  the  extremity  naked,  may  at 
each  dreffing,  or  every  other,  or  every  third 
day  be  introduced,  by  which  the  granula¬ 
tion  will  be  reprelTed,  and  the  opening 
maintained ;  and  when  this  has  been  done 
for  fome  little  time,  a  piece  of  bougie  of 
proper  fi^e,  or  a, leaden  cannula  may  be 
introduced  inflead  of  the  tent,  and  leaving 
off  all  other  dreffing,  the  fore  may  be  fuf- 
fered  to  contrail  as  much  as  the  bougie  will 
permit,  which  ffiould  be  of  fuch  length, 
that  one  extremity  of  it  may  lie  level  with 
the  Ikin  in  the  corner  of  the  eve,  and  the 

other  be  within  the  nofe. 

* 

The  longer  time  the  patient  can  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  wear  the  bougie,  the  more 
likely  will  be  the  continuance  of  the  open¬ 
ing;  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  the  external 
orifice  ffiould  be  covered  only  by  a  fuperfi- 
cial  pledget,  or  plafter,  and  fuffered  to  heal 
under  moderate  preffure. 

There  is  another  method  which  has  been 
much  recommended  by  fome  French  writers 
to  prevent  the  clofing  of  the  opening  in  the 
os  unguis,  which  is,  to  introduce  a  cannula 
either  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  lead  into  the 
aperture ;  and  to  permit  the  fore  to  heal  over 
it,  fuffering  the  cannula  to  remain,  or  to 
come  away  by  the  nofe.  For 


I 
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For  my  own  part  I  cannot  fay  any  thing 
to  it,  having  never  had  occafion  to  try  it ; 
the  cafes  of  this  kind  which  I  have  had  un-  , 
der  my  diredlion,  having  generally  fucceed- 
ed  under  fome  of  the  methods  already  men¬ 
tioned  ;  which  methods  will  frequently 
prove  fuccefsful,  if  the  furgeon  is  clear  in 
his  intention,  purfues  it  fteadily,  and  pro- 
'  perly,  and  refrains  from  doing  too  much : 
tho’  I  muft  again  repeat  what  I  have  faid 
before,  viz.  that  there  is  no  method  of 
treating  this  diforder  which  is  infallible, 
none  that  will  abfolutely  and  in  all  cafes  pre¬ 
vent  a  return,  efpcially  in  fcrophulous  ha¬ 
bits  j  yet  when  a  juft  diftindlion  is  made 
between  thofe  cafes  which  are  in  their  own 
nature  incapable  of  cure,  and  thofe  which 
by  being  improperly  treated  are  not  cured, 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  number  of 
the  former  will  be  found  much  fmaller, 
than  it  is  generally  imagined  to  be. 
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Gentlemen^ 


TH  E  truth  of  the  doftrine, 

and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
praftice,  contained,  and  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  following  fheets, 
are  perfe&Iy  well  known  to  you. 


T  H  I  s  is  one  reafon,  why  I 
have  prefixed  your  names  to 
them. 

But  I  have  another,  and 
that,  to  me,  a  more  powerful 

A  2  one. 


0 


iv  DEDICATION. 

V 

one.  Educated  in  the  fame 
Hofpital,  we  have  paffed  the 
greater  part  of  our  lives  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe  of  friendly 
communication :  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  embrace  this,  and  every, 
opportunity  of  teftifying,  how 
pleafing  fuch  correfpondence  has 
ahvays  been,  and  ftill  is,  to, 


Gentlemen, 

Tour  very  fmcere  Friend^ 
and  mojl  obedient  Servant ^ 


WaiUng-Street", 
OiL  1765. 


Percivall  Pott, 


I 
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IT  has  been  faid,  that  when  a  man 
thinks  that  he  can,  by  publifhing 
his  opinion,  derive  any  benefit  to  his 
fellow-creatures,  he  has  no  realbn  to 
be  anxious  about  making  an  apology 
for  fuch  publication. 

This,  within  a  certain  limitation, 

V 

is  true ;  but  taken  in  its  full  extent, 
may  be  urged  as  an  excufe  for  obtru¬ 
ding  that  on  the  world,  which  may 
not  be  worth  its  acceptance. 

Poilibly  the  following  Sheets  may 
be  thought  to  come  within  that  predi¬ 
cament. 

The  only  defence  I  have  to  make 
for  them  is,  that  from  the  moft  dili¬ 
gent  and  moft  frequent  inquiry  into 
the  general  method  of  treating  the  dif- 

.  A  3  eafe 
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eafe  in  queftion,  I  am  convinced,  that 
fuch  method  may  be  conliderably  im¬ 
proved  ;  that  is,  may.  be  rendered  lefs 
painful,  more  expeditious,  and  more 
fuccefsful. 

I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  have  it 
thought,  that  I  meant,  by  this,  to 
lignify,  that  my  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jed;  is  different  from  that  of  all  my 
brethren :  I  know,  it  is  not,  1  know, 
that  there  are  Ibme  gentlemen  of  the 
profeffion,  who  think  of  it  as  I  do  : 
but  I  alfo  know, ,  that  a  very  different 

p 

dodrine  is  inculcated,  and  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  method  followed,  by  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  writers,  praditioners,  and 
teachers. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  have  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  this 
kind  of  difeafe,  is  not  large,  compared 
to  that  of  thqfe,  who  are  daily  liable 
to  be  called  to  the  care  of  it :  the 
number  of  thofe  who  refled  on  what 

*  ’  m 


they  fee,  or  read,  and  who  take  the 
liberty  of  thinking  for  themfelves,  is 
flill  fmaller ;  fo  that  the  precepts  de¬ 
livered  by  fuch  as  have  obtained  any 
degree  of  reputation,  do  almoft  ne- 
celfarily  become  rules  of  practice  to 

the  multitude. 

/ 

I  have,  on  this  occafion,  carefully 
perufed  almoft  every  writer  of  chara<fter 
on  the  fubied; ;  and  think,  that  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  they  are  all  either 
defective,  or  erroneous :  they  either 
pafs  the  difeafe  over  fiightly,  and  with* 
out  that  regard,  which  it  certainly  re¬ 
quires,  and  deferves  ;  or  fubjed  it  to 
a  method  of  cure,  which  is  operofe, 
painful,  tedious,  and  unneceflarily  pro- 
dudive  of  future  evil. 

The  term  Cutting  for  a  Fiftula,  con¬ 
veys  to  a  patient  a  terrible  idea;  and 
this  terror  is  not  a  little  increafed  by 
his  incapacity  of  feeing  the  part  difeafed. 
The  majority  of  writers  have  greatly 

A  4  increafed, 
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in'creafed,  rather  than  lelTened,  this 

1 

dread  :  and,  as  the  operation  is  (under 
their  diredtions)  fometimes  performed, 
it  is,  indeed,  a  very  fever e  one  :  a  great 
part  of  this  feverity  appears  to  me  to 
be  imneceffary ;  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  a  more  ferious  reflexion 
on  the  parts  concerned  in  the  difeafe, 
and  on  its  different  nature  in  different 
dates  and  circumftances,  would  lead 
us  to  a  more  rational  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  it,  and  to  a  more  eafy  and  expe¬ 
ditious  cure. 

To  point  fuch  method  out  is  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  following  trad:. 

In  the  execution  of  it,  I  have  fome¬ 
times  found  myfelf  under  a  neceffity 
of  controverting  the*  opinions  of  fome 
sentlemen  of  deferved  eminence  :  if  f 
have  done  this  with  decency  and  good 
raannersj  no  apology  is  neceffary.  The 
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honour  of  our  art  j  and  the  moral  charac¬ 
ters  of  its  profeflbrs  fufFer,  whenever  we 
pay  fo  blind  deference  to  any  one,  as  pre¬ 
vents  us  from  ufing  our  own  judgments, 
and  from  declaring  freely  the  refult  of 
our  inquiries  or  experiments.  Truth, 
as  Lord  Bacon  has  faid,  is  not  the  child 
ot  authority,  but  of  time.  And  were 
we  to  allow  ourfelves  to  fuppofe,  (let 
the  fubjedl  be  what  it  may,  provided 
it  be  liable  to  experiment)  that  nothing 
more,  or  new,  could  be  taught,  it  is 
pretty  clear,  that  nothing  more,  or 
new,  would  be  learnt. 

I  therefore  hope,  that  the  freedom 
which  i  have  ufed,  either  in  relating 
the  opinions,  or  in  objedling  to  the 
pradice  of  others,  will  not  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  an  invidious  difpofition  to  find 
fault ;  but  merely  to  a  defire  of  being 
ferviceable  to  mankind  in  that  way, 
in  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  may 
be,  in  fome  degree  capable;  and  of 

improving. 
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improving,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the 
very  neceflary,.  and  univerfally  ufeful 
Science,  of  SURGERY. 


•dT 
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FISTULA  IN  A  N  O. 


SECT.  L 

CLEAR  and  precife  definitions  of 
difeafes,  and  the  application  of 
fuch  names  to  them  as  are  ex- 
prefTive  of  their  true  and  real  nature,  are 
of  more  confequence  than  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  imagined  to  be  :  untrue  or  imperfe(fl; 
ones  occafion  falfe  ideas ;  and  falfe  ideas 
are  generally  followed  by  erroneous  prac-^ 
tice. 

It  would  be  no  difiicult  matter  to  pro¬ 
duce  inftances  of  diforders,  whofe  treat- 

« 

ment  has,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  been 
accomoda,ted  more  to  the  titles  impofed 
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upon  them,  than  to  their  true  and  real 
character :  among  thefe,  my  prefent  fubjedl 
is  a  moft  glaring  proof. 

The  cuflom  of  giving  the  appellation  oi 

Fiftula  to  every  impoflumation,  andtoevery 

colledtion  of  matter  formed  near  to  the 

Anus,  has,  by  conveying  a  falfe  notion  of 

them,  been  produdlive  of  fuch  methods  ot 

treating  them,  as  (though,  perhaps,  fuited 

» 

to  fuch  idea)  are  diametricall;/  oppofite  to 
thofe  which  ought  to  be  purfued  :  fuch  as 
have  often  rendered  thofe  cafes  tedious  and 
painful,  which mighthave  beenciired  eafily 
and  expeditioufly  :  and  confequently  fuch 
as  have  brought  difgrace  on  our  art,  and 
unnecCiTary  trouble  on  mankind. 

A  SMALL  orifice  or  outlet  from  a  large 
or  deep  cavity  difcharging  a  thin  gleet,  or 
fanies,  made  a  conliderable  part  of  the  idea, 
which  our  ancefiors  had  of  a  fifiulous  fore, 
wherever  feated.  With  the  term  fifiulous 
.  they  always  connedled  a  notion  of  calloli- 
ty ;  and,  therefore,  whenever  they  found 
fuch  a  kind  of  opening  yielding  fuch  fort 
of  difcharge,  and  attended  with- any  degree 
of  induration,  they  called  the  complaint  a 
Fifiula.  Imagining  this  callofity'to  be  a 

difeafed 
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difeafed  alteration  made  in  the  very  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  parts ;  they  had  no  conception 
that  it  could  be  cured  by  any  means,  but  by 
removal  with  a  cutting  inftrument,  or  by 
deftrudlion  with  efcharotics :  and,  there¬ 
fore,  they  immediately  attack^  it  with 
knife  or  cauftic,  in  order  to  accomplifh  one 
of  thefe  ends :  and  very  terrible  work  (by 
their  own  accounts)  they  often  made,  be¬ 
fore  they  did  accomplilli  it. 

Several  of  the  abovementioned  cir- 
cumftances  do  frequently  attend  colle<flioiis 
of  matter  near  to  the  redlum ;  and  therefore 
for  want  of  proper  attention  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  cafe,  the  cullom  of  calling 
them  all  Fiflulie  has  generally  prevailed, 
though  without  any  foundation,  in  truth, 
or  nature. 

That  abfceffes  formed  near  the  funda¬ 
ment  do  fometinies,  from  bad  habits,  from 
extreme  negledl,  or  from  grofs  millreat- 
ment,  become  f  ftulous,  is  certain ;  but  the 
majority  of  theifi  have  not  at  iirft  any  one* 
charadler  or  mark  of  a  true  fiftula ;  nor  can, 
without  the  molt  fupine  negledl  on  the  fide 

of  the  patient,  or  the  moft  ignorant  mif- 

» 
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management  on  the  part  of  the  furgeon, 
degenerate,  or  be  converted  into  one. 

Co  LLECTioNs  of  matter  from  inflam¬ 
mation  (wherever  formed)  if  they  be  not 
opened  in  time,  and  in  a  proper  rnanner, 
do  often  buril :  the  hole,  through  which 
the  matter  finds  vent,  is  generally  fmall, 
and  not  often  fituated  in  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient,  or  moft  dependant,  part  of  the  tu- 
^mor  :  it  therefore  is  unfit  for  the  difcharge 
of  all  the  contents  of  the  abfcefs :  and, 
inftead  of  clofing,  contra,(fts  itfelf  to  a 
fmaller  lize :  and,  becoming  hard  at  its 
edges,  continues  to  drain  olf  what  is  fur-, 
niflied  by  the  undigefted  fides  of  the  ca¬ 
vity. 

ft 

This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  moft 
mufcular,  or  flelhy  parts  of  the  body, 
where  the  cellular  and  adipofe  membrane 
•does  not  abound ;  but  is  more  particular¬ 
ly  fo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  anus, 
where  that  membrane  is  large  in  quantity, 
'  wall  flocked  with  fat,  and  not  compreflTed 
by  the  adlion  of  any  large  or  ftrong  rnuf- 
cles. 


W  H  Y 
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Why  critical  defluxions  and  abfcelles 
are  frequently  formed  in  this  part,  is  fo  obi- 
vious  to  every  one,  who  confiders  its  natu¬ 
ral  firuilure,  that  it  mufl;  be  quite  unne- 
cefiary  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  it : 
I  fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  when 
it  becomes  the  feat  of  fuch  kind  of  deflux¬ 
ion,  it  can  make  little  or  no  refiftance ;  but 
immediately  fwells,  and  becomes  hard  to 
a  confiderable  extent :  and  although  im- 
poftumation  is  very  frequently  the  confe- 
quence,  yet  the  induration  extending  itfelf 
a  good  way  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  ab- 
feefs,  the  firft  fuppuration  is  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  diflfolution  of  fuch  hard- 
nefs ;  efpecially,  if  inftead  of  being  opened 
properly,  the  fkin  has  been  fuffered  to 
burjfl. 

The  fmalnefs  of  this  accidental  ori- 

\ 

flee j  the  hardnefs  of  its  edges;  its  being 
found  to  be  the  outlet  from  a  deep  cavi¬ 
ty;  the  daily  difeharge  of  a  thin,  gleety, 
difcoloured  kind  of  matter ;  and  the  indu¬ 
ration  of  the  parts  round  about,  have  all 
contributed  to  raife,  and  confirm  the  idea 
of  a  true  fiflula. 

To 
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To  this  Idea,  the  general  treatment  of 
thefe  cafes  has  therefore  been  made  to  ac¬ 
cord  :  upon  this,  has  been  built  the  prevail¬ 
ing  dodrine  of  free  exciiion,  or  as  free  de- 
ftrudtion,  without  any  regard  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  produilion  pf  the'complaint,  its  parti¬ 
cular  feat,  its  date,  or  any  other  attendant 
circumftances ;  and  without  examining, 
whether  it  would  not  admit  a  more  eafy, 
and  a  more  expeditious  method  of  cure. 
In  fliort ;  this  notion,  that  all  linufes  near 
the  rectum  are  necelTarily  fiftulous,  has 
occafioncd  the  prefcription  of  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  them,  from  their  very  firfl: 
appearance,  as  they  can  hardly  ever  ftand 
in  need  of  at  any  time  j  and  a  mere  ill- 
founded  fuppofition,  that  the  induration  of 
the  parts  about,  may  be  owing  to  a  difeafed 
calloiity,  is  urged  as  a  reafon  for  ufing  them 
with  more  feverity  than  even  fuch  ftate 
would  require. 


SECT.  II. 


H  O  E  V  E  R  would  obtain  a  true 


V  V  notion  of  the  difeafe  in  queftion, 
miift  confider  it  under  all  the  forms  in 

which 
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which  it  makes  its  appearance.  Thefe, 
which  are  many,  and  various,  (both  with 
regard  to  afpedt,  fituation,  and  iymptoms) 
are,  what  ihew  the  difFerent  nature  of  the 
complaint  in  different  ftates ;  and  are  the 
circumftances,  which  ought  to  regulate  a 
furgcon’s  condudl  in  the  care  of  it. 

So'METiMES  the  attack  is  made  with 
fymptoms  of  high  inflammation  j  with 
pain,  fever,  rigor,  &c.  and  the  abfcefs 
■proves  truly  critical  j  that  is,  it  becomes  a 
folution  of  the  fever. 

In  this  cafe  a  part  of  the  buttock  near 
to  the  anus, is  conflderably  fwollen,  and 
has  a  large,  circumfcribed  hardnefs.  In 
a  fhort  time,  the  middle  of  this  hardnefs 
becomes  red,  and  inflamed;  and  in  the 
center  of  it  matter  is  formed. 

This  (in  the  language  of  our  ance- 
flors)  is  called  in  general  a  Phlegmon ; 

but  when  it  appears  in  this  particular  part, 
a  Phyma. 

The  pain  is  fometimes  great ;  the  fe¬ 
ver  high  ;  the  tumor  large,  and  exquifltely 
tender  :  but  however  difagreeable  the  ap- 

B  pearances 


1 


(  i8  ) 

pcarances  may  have  been ;  or  however 
high  the  fymptoms  may  have  rifen,  before 
fuppuration ;  yet,  when  that  end  is  fairly 
and  fully  accomplilhed,  the  patient  gene¬ 
rally  beeomes  eafy  and  cool ;  and  the 
matter  formed  under  fuch  circumftances, 

though  it  may  be  plentiful,  yet  is  good. 

\ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  external  parts, 
after  much  pain,  attended  with  fever, 
licknefs,  &c.  are  fometimes  attacked  with 
confiderable  inflammation,  but  without 
any  of  that  circumfcribed  hardnefs,  which 
charadlerized  the  preceding  tumor;  in- 
flead  of  which,  the  inflammation  is  ex¬ 
tended  largely,  and  the  flcin  wears  an  ery- 
fipelatous  kind  of  an  appearance.  In  this, 
the  difeafe  is  more  fuperficial ;  the  quantity 
of  matter  fniall,  and  the  cellular  membrane 
lloughy  to  a  conflderable  extent. 

I 

Sometimes,  inftead  of  either  of  the 
preceding  appearances,  there  is  formed  in 
this  part,  what  the  French  call  une  fup¬ 
puration  gangreneufe  in  which  the  cellu¬ 
lar  and  adipofe  membrane  is  affected  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  it  is  in  the  difeafe,  called 
a  Carbuncle. 


In  this  cafe,  the  fkin  is  of  a  dufky  red, 
of  purple  kind  of  color;  and,  although 
harder  than  when  in  a  natural  ftate,  yet 
it  has,  by  no  means,  that  degree  of  tenfion 
or  rehftance,  which  it  has  either  in  the 
phlegmon,  or  in  the  eryfipelas. 

* 

The  patient  has  generally,  at  firft,  a 
hard,  full  jarring  pulfe,  with  great  thirfl, 
and  very  fatiguing  reftleflhefs.  If  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  be  not  hopped,  or  the 
patient  relieved  by  medicine,  the  pulfe  foon 
changes  into  an  unequal,  low,  faultring 
one ;  and  the  hrength  and  the  fpirits  link 
in  fuch  manner,  as  to  imply  great  and  im- 
mediatly-impending  mifehief.  The  mat¬ 
ter  formed  under  the  Ikin  fo  altered,  is 
fmallin  quantity,  and  bad  in  quality ;  and 
the  adipofe  membrane  is  gangrenous,  and 
floughy  throughout  the  extent  of  the  difco- 
loration.  This  generally  happens  to  per- 
fons,  whofe  habit  is  either  naturally  bad, 
or  rendered  fo  by  intemperance. 

I N  each  of  thefe  different  affedlions,  the 
whole  malady  is  often  confined  to  the  llcin 
and  cellular  membrane  underneath  it;  and 
no  other  fymptoms  attend,  than  the  ufual 
’•  B  2  {leneral 
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general  ones  j  or  fuch  as  arife  from  the  for¬ 
mation  of  matter  or  Houghs  in  the  part  im¬ 
mediately  affedled.  But  it  alfo  often  hap¬ 
pens,  that  added  to  thefe  the  patient  is 
made  unhappy  by  complaints  arifing  from 
an  influence,  which  fuch  mifehief  has  on 
parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  difeafe  j 
fuch  as  the  urinary  bladder,  the  vagina, 
the  urethra,  the  hemorrhoidal  veflels,  and 
the  redlum ;  producing  retention  of  urine, 
ftrangury,  dy fury,  .bearing  down,  tenef- 
mus,  piles,  diarrhoea,  or  obftinate  coftive- 
nefs  :  which  complaints  are  fometimes  fo 
prefling,  as  to  claim  all  our  attention.  On 
the  other  hand,  large  quantities  of  matter, 
and  deep  Houghs  are  fometimes  formed, 
and  great  devaflation  committed  on  the 
parts  about  the  resftum,  with  little  or  no 
previous  pain,  tumor,  or  inflammation. 

So  M  E  T  I  M'S  s  the  difeafe  makes  its  fl.rH;  - 
appearance,  in  an  induration  of  the  llcin 
near  to  the  verge  of  the  anus ;  but  without 
pain  or  alteration  of  color  j  which  hard- 
nefs  gradually  foftens  and  fuppurates :  the 
matter,  when  let  out,  in  this  cafe,  is  fmall 
in  quantity,  good  in  quality ;  and  the  fore 
is  fuperficial,  clean,  and  well-conditioned. 
On  the  contrary,  it  now  and  then  happens, 

that 
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that  although  the  pain  is  but  little,  and  the 
inflammation  apparently  flight ;  yet  the 
matter  is  large  in  quantity,  bad  in  quality, 
extremely  offenflvey  and  proceeds  from  a 

'  X  j  - 

deep,  crude  hollow,  which  bears  an  ill- 
natured  afpedl. 

The  place  alfo  where  the  abfcefs  points, 
and  where  the  matter,  if  let  alone,  would 
burfl:  its  way  out,  is  various,  and  uncertain. 
Sometimes  it  is  in  the  buttock,  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  the  anus ;  at  other  times  near 
its  verge,  or  in  the  perineum  :  and  this  dif- 
charge  is  made  fometimes  from  one  orifice 
only,  fometimes  from  feveral.  In  fome 
cafes,  there  is  not  only  an  opening  through 
the  Ikin  externally,  but  another  through 
the  inteftine  into  its  cavity:  in  others, 
there  is  only  one  orifice,  and  that  either 
external,  or  internal. 

Sometimes  the  matter  is  formed  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  frorri  the  redlum, 
which  is  not  even  laid  bare  by  it  j  at  others, 
it  is  laid  bare  only,  and  not  perforated ;  it 
is  alfo  fometimes  not  only  denuded,  but 
pierced  j  and  that  in  more  places  than  one. 
The  original  feat  of  the  mifehief -is,  in 
fome  cafes,  high  up  in  the  pelvis,  near  the 

B  3 .  lower 
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lower  vertelirze  of  the  loins,  and  the  os 
facrum  i  and  the  matter  comes  from  parts 
fo  difeafed,  and  fo  out  of  reach,  that  the 
cafe  is  hopelefs  from  the  firft.  Thefe  dif- 
charges  are  to  fome  perfons  falutary,  and 
prove  folutions  of  general  difeafes,  which 
have  long  infefted  the  habit :  to  others, 

they  often  prove  fatal,  by  exhaufting  the 

\ 

fmall  remains  of  llrrength.  If  the  difeafc 

has  itsfoundation  in  thelues  venerea  (which 
is  not  a  very  uncommon  cafe)  it  frequently 
communicates  with  the  urethra,  and  neck 
of  the  bladder,  producing  great  diflurbance 
and  mifery  to  the  patient.  And  fometimes 
it  happens,  that  fiftulous  openings  near  the 
anus  give  difeharge  to  a  fanies,  proceeding 
from  a  cancerous- llate  of  fome  of  the  parts 
within  the  pelvis. 

Whoever  attends  to  this  variety  of 
ftates  and  circumilances,  mud  be  convin¬ 
ced,  that  no  one  particular  method  can 
fuit  them  all ;  but.  that  in  this,  as  in  many 
other  cafes,  the  furgeon’s  condudl  mud  be 
varied  occafionally,  and  adapted  to  the  exi-* 
gencies  of  each  individual. 


SECT. 


I 
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SECT.  III. 

I 

IT  very  feldom  happens,  when  inflam¬ 
matory  defluxions  are  made  on  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  furrounding  the  intefline 
redlum,  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  matter  j  nor  if  it  was, 
would  it  often  be  right  fo  to  do,  as  thefe 
abfceflTes  feldom  happen  to  any  body,  to 
whom  they  are  not,  at  leaf!:,  a  temporary 
relief. 

All  confideration,  therefore,  of  that 
kind  is  generally  out  of  the  queftion  :  and 
our  bufinefs,  if  called  to  it  at  the  begin¬ 
ning,  mufl;  be  to  moderate  the  iymptoms  j 
to  forward  the  fuppuration  when  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  formed,  to  let  it  out ;  and  to  treat  the 
fore  in  fuch  manner,  as  fhall  be  moft  likely 
to  produce  a  fpeedy  and  lafling  cure. 

When  there  are  no  fymptoms,  which 
require  particular  attention,  and  all  that 
we  have  to  do  is  to  aflifl:  the  maturation 
of  the  tumor,  a  foT  pultice  is  the  befl: 
application.  When  the  difeafe  is  fairly  of 

B  4  the 
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the  phlegmonoid  kind,  the  thinner  the 
ikin  is  fufFered  to  become,  before  the  ab- 
fcefs  be  opened,  the  better  j  as  the  indu¬ 
ration  of  the  parts  about  will  thereby  be 
the  more  dilTolved ;  and,  confequently, 
there  will  be  the  lefs  to  do,  after  fuch 
opening  has  been  made.  This  kind  of 
tumor  is  generally  found  in  people  of 
full,  fanguine  habits  j  and  who,  therefore, 
if  the  pain  be  great,  and  the  fever  high, 
will  bear  evacuation,  both  by  phleboto- 
my,  and  gentle  cathartics  i  which  is  not 
often  the  cale  of  thofe,  who  are  (aid  to 
be  of  bilious  conflitutions  j  in  whom  the 
inflammation  is  of  larger  extent,  and  in 
which  the  Ikin  wears  the  yellowifli  tint  of 
the  erj  fipelas  j  perlbns  of  fuch  kind  of 
habit,  a^id  in  fuch  ciicumflances,  being  in 

geneialfeldom  capable  of  bearing  large  eva^i 
cuation. 

The  obfervation  is  general,  with  regard 

to  erylipelatous  inflammations  in  anv  part 

of  the  body,  and  is  by  no  means  confined 
lo  this, 

I  MAY,  polllbly,  be  cenfured,  for  flap¬ 
ping  out  of  my  way  to  mention  it;  but  it 
is  a  tiuth  of  fo  much  importance  to  many 

and 
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and  I  have  feen  fuch  melancholy  inftances 
from  its  being  not  known,  or  not  attended 
to,  that  my  intention  mull;  plead  my  ex- 
cufe. 

This  kind  of  inflammation  (I  mean  the 
eryiipeiatous)  generally  makes  its  attack 
with  naufea,  vomiting,  flight  rigor,  heat^ 
thirft,  and  refdelTnefs. 

The  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  heat  of 
fkin,  are  indications  for  fome  degree  of 
evacuation,  and  indeed  fometimes  render 
it  requifite ;  but  it  is  a  very  prevailing 
opinion  with  many  pradbitioners,  that  thefe 
evacuations  Ihould  be  freely  made,  and 
frequently  repeated :  in  fhort,  that  the 
cure  of  this  kind  of  inflammation  is  fafe- 
ly  to  be  effedted  by  them  i  which  is  fo 
far  from  being  true,  that  the  pradlice  has- 
proved  fatal  to  many.  If,  for  inflance, 
blood  be  drawn  off  in  fuch  quantity,  as 
that  the  patient’s  pulfe  finks  fuddenlyj 
or  if  his  ftrength  be  confiderably  reduced 
by  purging,  it  is  no  very  uncommon 
thing  for  the  inflammation  to  leave  the 
part  firfl:  alFedled,  and  for  fuch  complaints 
to  come  on  immediately,  as  foon  prove  de- 
ftrudlive,  and  afford  no  opportunity  to  re 

pair 


pair  the  mifchief,  which  the  evacuation 
has  produced. 

When  the  inflammation  is  of  this  kind, 
the  quantity  of  matter  formed  is  fmall, 
compared  to  the  flzc  and  extent  of  the  tu¬ 
mor;  the  difeafe  is  rather  a  floughy,  pu¬ 
trid  ft'ate  of  the  cellular  membrane,  than 
an  impoftumation ;  and,  therefore,  the 
fooner  it  is  opened,  the  better  :  if  we  wait 
for  the  matter  to  make  a  point,  we  (liall 
wait  for  v/hat  will  not  happen ;  at  leafl: 
not  till  after  a  confiderable  length  of  time : 
during  which,  the  difeafe  in  the  membrane 
will  extend  itfelf,  and,  confequently,  the 
cavity  of  the  fin  us,  or  abfcefs,  be  thereby 
greatly  increafed. 

When,  inflead  of  either  of  the  prece¬ 
ding  appearances,  the  Ikiii  wears  a  dulky, 
purpli(h-red  color ;  has  a  doughy,  unre- 
liding  kind  of  feel,  and  is  very  little  fenfi- 
ble  :  when  thefe  circumldances-  are  joined 
with  an  unequal,  faultring  kind  of  pulfe ;  • 

I. 

irregular  fliiverings.;  a  great  failure  of 
llrength  aud  .fpirits,  and  inclination  to 
dofe,*  the  cafe  is  formidable,  and  the  event 
generally  fatal. 
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The  habit,  in  thefe  circumftanceS,  is 
always  bad ;  fometimes  from  nature,  but 
much  more  frequently  from  gluttony  and 
intemperance.  What  afliftance  art  can 
lend,  muft  be  adminiftred  fpeedily  j  every 
minute  is  of  confequence  j  and  if  the  dif- 
eafe  be  not  flopped,  the  patient  will  fink. 
Here  is  no  need  for  evacuation  of  any  kind  j 
recourfe  muft  be  immediately  had  to  me¬ 
dical  affiftance  j  the  part  affedled  fhould  be 
frequentlyfomented  with  hotfpirituous  fo¬ 
mentations  ;  large  and  deep  incifion  fhould 
be  made  into  the  difeafed  part }  and  the 
applications  made  to  it,  fhould  be  of  the 
warmefl  moft  antifeptic  kind. 

This  alfo  is  a  general  kih'd  of  obferva- 
tion ;  and  equally  applicable  to  the  fame 
fort  of  difeafe  in  any  part  of  the  body. 
Our  anceftors  have  thought  fit  to  call  it  in 
fome  a  Carbuncle,  and  in  others  by  other 
names.;  but  it  is  (wherever  feated.)  really 
and  truly,  a  grangrene  of  the  cellular,  and 
adipofe  membrane  :  it  always  implies  great 
degeneracy  of  habit,  and,  moft  commonly, 
ends  ill. 


Stran- 
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•  Stangury,  dyfury,  and  even  total 
retention  of  urine,  are  no  very  uncommon 
attendants  upon  abfcefles  forming  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  redlum  and  bladder  j 
more  eipecially,  if  the  feat  of  them  be  near 
the  neck  of  the  latter. 

They  fometimes  continue  from  the  hrft 
attack  of  the  inflammation,  until  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  formed,  and  has  made  its  way  out¬ 
ward  i  and  fometimes  lafl  a  few  hours 
only. 

The  two  former  moft  commonly  are 
eafily  relieved  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  the 
ufe  of  gum  arabic,  with  nitre,  &c.  But 
the  laft  (the  total  retention)  is,  (while  it 
continues)  both  fatiguing  and  alarming. — 
They,  who  have  not  often  feen  this  cafe, 
generally  have  immediate  recourfe  to  the 
catheter ;  and  for  this,  they  plead  the  au¬ 
thority  of  precept  but  the  practice  is  fo 
elTentially  wrong,  and  1  liave  feen  fuch 
terrible  confequences  from  it,  that  I  can¬ 
not  help  entring  my  protefl;  againfl:  it. 

The  neck  of  the  bladder,  from  its  vici¬ 
nity  to  the  parts  where  the  inflammation 

i  is 
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is  feated,  and  from  its  being  involved  in 
the  fame  common  membrane,  does  cer¬ 
tainly  participate,  in  fome  degree,  of  the 
faid  inflammation.  This  will,  in  fome 
meafure,  account  for  the  complaint ;  but 
whoever  conflders  the  extremely  irritable 
date  of  the  parts  compofing  that  part  of  the 
urethra,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  fo  to  call  it) 
and  will,  at  the  fame  time,  refled:  on  the 
amazing  and  well-known  elfeds  of  irrita¬ 
tion,  will  be  convinced  that  the  principal 
part  of  this  complaint  arifes  from  that 
caufe ;  and  that  the  difeafe  is,  ftridly  Ipeak- 
ing,  Ipafmodic.  The  manner,  in  which  an 
attack  of  this  kind  is  generally  made ;  the 
very  little  diftention,  which  the  bladder 
often  fuffers ;  the  fmall  quantity  of  urine 
fometimes  contained  in  it,  even  when  the 
fymptoms  are  mofl:  preffing ;  and  the  moft 
certain,  as  well  as  fafe,  method  of  relieving 
it ;  all  tend  to  ftrengthen  fuch  opinion.* 


,  ■  But 

*  Great  and  acute  as  the  pain  is  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  about  the  pubes,  in  a  retention  of  urine, 
itisnotgrea’er,  nor  more  accute,  than  is  fometimes  felt 
in  the  fame  parts,  by  thofe,  in  whofe  bladder  nourine  is 
to  be  found,  and  in  whom  the  catheter  may  be  pahed 
with  very  little  trouble  or  refiftance.  This  complaint, 

which 
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But  whether  we  attribute  the  evil  to 
inflammation,  or  to  fpafmodic  irritation, 
whatever  can,  in  any  degree,  contribute  to 
the  exafperation  of  either, ,  mufl:  be  palpa¬ 
bly  and  manifeftly  wrong.  The  violent 
paflage  of  the  catheter  through  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  (for  violent  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  it  mufl:  be)  can  never  be  right.  I 
will  not  fay,  that  it  never  fucceeds ;  but  I 
will  fay,  that  it  can  hardly  ever  be  proper 
to  make  the  attempt. 

If  the  inflrument  be  fuccefsfully  intro¬ 
duced,  it  mufl:  either  be  withdrawn  as  foon 
as  the  bladder  is  emptied  j  or  it  mufl  be 
left  in  it :  if  the  former  be  done,  the -fame 
caufe  of  retention  remaining,  the  fame  ef- 
fedl  returns ;  the  fame  pain  and  violence 
mufl  be  again  fubmitted  to,  under  (mofl 
likely)  increafed  difficulties.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  catheter  be  left  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  it  will  often,  while  its  neck  is  in  this 
ftate,  occafion  fuch  diffurbance,  that  the 
remedy  (as  it  is  called)  will  prove  an  exaf¬ 
peration  of  the  difeafe,  and  add  to  the  evil 

it 

which  I  have  more  than  two  or  three  times  feen,  is  truly 
fpafmodic;  and,  accordingly,  alwaysgives Vv^ay toopi* 
urn,  more  efpecially  if  ufed  in  the  form  of  glyiler. 
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it  is  defigned  to  alleviate ;  nor  is  this  all ; 
for  the  refiftance,  which  the  parts,  while 
in  this  date,  make,  is  fometimes  fo  great, 
that  if  any  violence  be  ufed,  the  indru- 
ment  will  make  for  itfelf  a  new  i-out  in  the 
neighbouring  parts,  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  fuch  mifchief,  as  frequently  baffles  all 

our  art. - An  accident,  which  I  have 

known  happen  to  thofe,  whofe  judgment 
and  dexterity  have  never  been  doubted. 

The  true,  fafe  and  rational  method  of 
relieving  this  complaint,  is  by  evacuation 
and  anodine  relaxation  j  this  not  only  pVo- 
cures  immediate  eafe,  but  does,  at  the  fame 
,timc,  ferve  another  very  material  purpofe ; 
which  is  that  of  maturating  the  abfcefs. 
Lofs  of  blood  is  necelTary ;  the  quantity  to 
be  determined  by  the  drength  and  date  of 
the  patient :  the  intedines  fhould  alfo  be 
emptied,  if  there  be  time  for  fo  doing,  by 
a  gentle  cathartic ;  but  the  mod  effeftual 
relief  will  be  from  the  warm  bath,  or  fe- 
micupium,  the  application  of  bladders 
with  hot  water  to  the  pubes  and  perine¬ 
um  }  and,  above  all  other  remedies,  the  in7 
jedlion  of  glyders,  confiding  of  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  oil,  and  opium.  There  may  have  been 
cafes,  which  have  refilled  and  baffled  this 

I  method 
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method  of  treatment }  but  I  have  never 

met  with  them. 

1 

O  N  the  other  hand ;  I  have  feen  fo  great 
and  permanent  mifchief,  from  the  prema¬ 
ture  and  indifcreet  ufe  of  the  catheter,  that 
it  would  have  been  better  for  the  patient 
to  have  funk  under  the  hi  d  evil,  than  to 
have  lived  to  experience  that  variety  of  mi- 
fery,  to  which  all  they  are  fubjedl,  who 
are  afflidled  with  a  difeafed  or  injured  neck 
of  the  bladder. 

A  PAINFUL  tenefmus  is  no  uncommon 
attendant  upon  an  inflammatory  defluxion 
on  the  parts  about  the  reftum.  The  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  the  mufcles,  whofe  oflice  it  is 
to  expel  from  the  gut,  whatever  is  trou- 
blefome  to  it,  and  by  whofe  adlion,  the 
parts,  which  make  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
muft  be  continually  compreflTed,  make 
this,  while  it  lafls,  a  v'ery  difagreeable  com- 

If  a  dofe  of  rhubarb,  joined  with  ^ 
warm  anodyne,  fuch  as  the  conf.  mithrid. 
or  fuch-like,  does  not  remove  it,  the  in- 
jedlion  of  thin  ftarch  and  opium,  or  tindt. 
thebaic,  is  almofl:  infallible. 


The 


The  bearing  down,  as  it  is  called,  in 
females,  as  it  proceeds,  in  this  cafe,  from 
the  fame  kind  of  caufe  [viz.  irritation)  ad¬ 
mits  relief  from  the  fame  means  as  the  te- 
nefmus. 

In  fome  habits,  an  obftinate  coftivenefs 
attends  this  kind  of  inflammation,  accom¬ 
panied,  not  unfrequently,  with  a  painful 
diftention,  and  enlargement  of  the  hoe- 
morrhoidal  velTels,  both  internally  and  ex¬ 
ternally.  While  a  quantity  of  hard  feces 
are  detained  within  the  large  inteftines,  the 
whole  habit  mull  be  difordered }  and  the 
iymptomatic  fever,  which  neceflarily  ac¬ 
companies  the  formation  of  matter,  mull 
be  confiderably  heightened.  And  while 
the  veflels  furrounding  the  redlum  (which 
,  are  large  and  numerous)  are  diftended,  all 
the  ills  proceeding  from  preffure,  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  irritation,  mufl:  be  increafed. 
This  is  too  obvious,  to  need  any  explana¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  mufl;  be  as  obvious,  that  phle¬ 
botomy,  laxative  glyfters,  and  a  low,  cool 
regimen  mufl  be  the  remedies  j  while  a  foft 
cataplafm  applied  externally  ferves  to  relax 
and  mollify  the  fwollen,  indurated  piles, 

C  at 
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at  the  fame  time  that  it  haftens  the  fuppu- 
ratioii^  ‘ 

These  are,  I  think,  the  moft  material 
of  the  complaints,  which  attend  inflam¬ 
matory  defluxions,  and  formations  of  mat¬ 
ter  about  the  anus  and  redtum.  They  are 
indeed  rnofl  of  them  lymptomatic,  or  ac- 
-celTory  to  the  original  difeafej  but  they 
are  frequently  of  fuch  immediate  confe- 
.  quence  to  the  eafe,  and  fometimes  even  to 
the  fafety.of  theperfon  afflidled,  that  they 
require  all  our  attention.  Whoever  neg¬ 
lects  or  miflreats  them,  will  caufe  his  pa¬ 
tient  to  fuffer  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary 
pain,  fatigue,  and  even  hazard ;  whoever 
attends  to,  and  treats  them  properly,  will 
find  that  by  relieving  and  appeafing  thefe 
accidental  ills,  he  will  aflift  the  cure  of  the 
principal  complaint,  and  gain  time,  inftead 
of  lofing  it. 


S  E  C  T. 
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S  E  C  T.  IV. 


'r 


LE  T  us  now  confider  this  difeafe, 
when  the  firft  fy'mptoms  attending 
the  inflammation  are  gone  off ;  and  matter 
is  either  ,  formed  and  colledted,  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  be  fit  for  a  furgeon  to  give 
difcharge  to  it :  or,  (that  opportunity  hav¬ 
ing  been  avoided  or  negledted),  it  has  burfl: 
through  the  parts  containing  it,  and  has 
made  its  own  way  out. 

The  diiferent  ftates  and  circiimftanceS 
produced  either  by  the  colledtion  of  this 

t 

matter,  or  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
made  its  efcape,  will  necefl'arily  occafion  a 
difference  in  the  manner  of  treating  the 
cafe  i  and  may,  for  method-fake,  as  well 
as  for  the  more  perfedlly  underftanding  the 
true  nature  of  the  difeafe,  be  reduced  to 
two  general  heads ;  viz. 

I.  Those,  in  which  the  intefline  is  not 
at  all  interefted;  and, 

C  2 
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2,  Those, 
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i.  Those,  in  which  it  is  either  laid 
bare,  or  perforated. 

Let  us  firft  fuppofe  the  matter  to  be 
fairly  formed  j  to  have  made  its  point,  as 
it  is  called ;  and  to  be  fit  to  be  let  out. 

Where  fuch  point  is,  that  is,  where 

the  Ikin  is  moft  thin,  and  the  fluctuation 

» • 

ipygll  palpable,  there  the  opening,  moft  cer- 
tlihly,  ought  to  be  made. 

Some  of  our  predeceflbrs,  either  from  a 
fear,  which  almoft  necefiarily  accompanies 
the  want  of  anatomical  knowledge  j  or 
from  an  awkardnefs  attending  the  difule 
of  a  cutting  inftrument ;  adopted  the  me¬ 
thod  of  opening  thefe  (as  well  as  moft  other 
abfcefles)  by  cauftic. 

With  all  due  deference  to  authority, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  it  is  in  general 
wrong  j  and  particularly  fo  in  the  prefent 
cafe. 

It  often  gives  unneceflary  pain  j  and  it 
produces  a  lofs  of  fubftance,  and  a  kind 

of 
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of  cicatrix,  which  is  not  only  unfeemly, 
but  frequently  proves  a  lafting  inconveni¬ 
ence. 

Some  of  the  patrons  of  potential  fire, 
do,  indeed,  give  a  fpecious  kind  of  reafon 
for  its  ufe  j  viz.  that  it  makes  a  more  large 
and  free  opening  for  the  difchargej  and 
that,  by  the  time  the  efchar  is  feparated,  . 
the  hollow  underneath  is  generally  more 
than  half  filled  up. 

In  a  few,  (very  few)  particular  cafes, 
where  the  deftruftion  of  glandular  parts  ' 
may  become  neceflary,  after  the  efchar  is 
thrown  off,  (as  in  the  cafe  of  venereal 
bubos)  there  may  be  fome  force  in  this 
argument ;  and  cauftics  may  be  found 
ufeful ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  in 
moft  others,  in  which  they  are  freely 
and  frequently  applied,  they  appear  to 
me  to  be  highly  improper^  as  they  necef- 
farily  occafion  a  lofs  of  parts,  and  a  kind 
of  efchar ;  which  is,  in  general,  an  indeli¬ 
ble  blemifh,  to  fay  no  worfe.  And  with 
regard-  to  the  particular  circumftance  of 
the  hollow  being  filled  almoft  up,  by  the 
time  the  efchar  is  feparated,  if  the  fur- 

C  3  geon 
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geon  will  drefs  an  abfcefs,  opened  by  in-- 
cifion,  in  the  latne  eafy,  fuperficial  man¬ 
ner,  he  does  one  opened  by  cauftic,  he  will 
find  the  confequence  to  be  the  fame.  But, 
I  know  not  why,  a  notion  has  long  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  an  abfcefs  opened  by  a  knife 
mufl:  be  immediately  crammed,  and  Huffed 
with  dreflings,  while  that,  on  which  a 
cauftic  has  been  applied,  muft  be  let  alone, 
until  the  efehar  cafts  olF.  Let  the  one  be 
treated  as  the  other  is,  (and  as  they  both 
ought  to  be)  and  the  event  will  be  found 
to  be  alike  in  each  :  excepting  this  material 
difference  in  favor  of  the  knife,  that  it  will 
not  neceflarily  occaffon  any  deftrudlion  of 
parts,  lofs  of  fubftance,  nor  any  deformity, 
which  is  at  all  comparable  with  what  muft 
follow  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic. 

I 

In  making  the  opening,  the  knife,  or 
lancet  ftiould  be  paffed  in  deep  enough  to 
reach  the  fluid  j  and,  when  it  is  in,  the  in- 
ciiion  ffiould  be  continued  upward,  and 
downward  in  fuch  manner  as  to  divide 
all  the  Ikin  covering  the  matter.  By  thefe 

mean  s, 

*  When  I,  fay  upward  and  downward,  I  fuppofe  the 
patient  to  ftand  on  hjs  feet,  with  his  legs  and  thighs 

ftraight, 
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ineanSj  the  contents  of  the  abfcefs  will  be 
difcharged  at  once ;  future  lodgment  of 
matter  will  be  prevented  •,  convenient  room 
will  be  made  for  the  application  of  proper 
drefiings  and  there  will  be  no  neceffity  for 
making  the  incifion  in  different  directions  j 
or  for  removing  any  part  of  the  Ihin  com- 
pofing  the  verge  of  the  anus. 

Notwithstanding  that allthefecol- 
leClions  of  matter  are  generally  called  by 
the  name  of  Fiftul$,  and  are  all  fuppofed 
to  affeCt  the  inteftinum  reCtum,  yet,  it  is 
very  certain,  that  the  feat  of  the  abfcefs, 
(the  place  where  the  matter  is  formed)  is, 
fometimes,  at  fuch  diflance  from  the  gut, 
that  it  is  not  at  all  interefted  by  it  and 
that  none  of  thefe  cafes  either  are,  or  can 
be  originally  fiftulas, 

\ 

In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  we  have  no 
more  neceffarily  to  do  with  the  inteftine, 
th  an  if  it  was  not  there;,  the  cafe  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  an  abfcefs  in  the 

C  4  cel- 

ftraight,  and  his  body  leaning  forward  over  a  table,  or  a 
bed  j  which  pofture  gives  the  faireft  view  of  the  parts ; 
and  puts  them  into  the  beft  pofition  for  the  operation, 
as  well  as  for  the  operator. 
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cellular  membrane;  which  will  require 
(in  the  ufual  phrafe)  to  be  digefted,  in- 
earned,  and  (if  pradticable)  healed,  with¬ 
out  meddling  with  the  redlum  in  any  man¬ 
ner. 

As  this  is  a  matter  of  fome  importance 

to  the  patient,  it  is  worth  a  little  confide- 
ration. 

Suppose  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  redlum,  which,  af¬ 
ter  a  certain  degree  of  fwelling  and  in¬ 
flammation,  ripens,  or  comes  to  a  point, 
fome where  near  to  the  verge  of  the  anus. 
Suppofe  alfo  a  large  and  convenient  open¬ 
ing  to  have  been  made  by  a  Ample  inci- 
flon  ;  the  contents  of  the  abfeefs  to  have 
been  thereby  difeharged ;  and  a  fore  or  ca- 
vlty  produced,  which  is,  perhaps,  confi- 
derable  in  fi2e :  this  cavity  is  to  be  filled  up 

in  fuch  manner,  as  to  produce  a  firm  and 
lafling  cure. 

,  Xhe  frequent  ule  of  the  term  filling  up, 
and  the  generally  received  opinion,  that  the 
induration  of  the  parts  about  is  a  difeafed 
callofity,  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the 
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two  principal  fources  of  error  and  mifcon- 
du6t  in  thefe  cafes. 

i 

Wherever  matter  is  formed' in  confe- 
quence  of  inflammation,  it  always  leaves, 
upon  being  let  out,  a  proportional  hollow,  . 
and  foine  degree  of  induration.  The  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  is  of  different  fize,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  matter ;  and  the  lattef 
depends  both  on  the  degree  of  previous  in¬ 
flammation,  and  the  more  or  lefs  perfe<fl: 
fuppuration  of  the  abfcefs. 

The  generally  received  opinion,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  thefe  two  circumftances  (hollow 
and  hardnefs)  is,  that  the  former  is  caufed 
entirely  by  lofs  of  fubftancc ;  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  (as  I  have  already  obferved)  by  difeafed 
alteration  in  the  ilrufture  of  the  parts. 

The  confequence  of  which  opinion  is, 
that  as  foon  as  the  matter  is  difcharged,  the 
cavity  is  filled  and  diftended,  in  order  to 
procure  a  gradual  regeneration  of  flefli  j  and 
the  dreffings,  with  which  it  is  fo  filled,  arc 
mofl:  commonly,  of  the  efcharotic  kind,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  diffolution  of  hardnefs. 

The 
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The  pradlice  is  a  neceflary  confequencc 
of  the  theory.  Whoever  fuppofes  dif- 
eafed  callofity,  and  great  lofs  of  fub- 
ilance,  will  necefiarily  think  himfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  deftroy  the  former,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  cavity  formed  by  the  latter,  from 
filling  up  too  haflily.  On  the  other 
hand,  he,  who  confiders  this  matter  as 
it  really  is ;  that  is,  he,  who  regards  the 
cavity  of  the  abfcefs,  as  being  principally 
the  effedt  of  the  gradual  diftradlion  and 
reparation  of  its  fides,  with  very  little 
lofs  of  fublfance,  compared  with  the  fize 
of  the  faid  cavity ;  and  who  looks  upon 
the  induration  round  about,  as  nothing 
more  than  a  circumftance  which  necef- 
farily  accompanies  every  inflammation  in 
membranous  parts ;  more  efpecially  in 
thofe,  which  tend  to  fuppuration ;  will, 
upon  the  fmalleft:  refledtion,  perceive,  that 
the  dreflings  applied  to  fuch  cavity  ought 
to  be  fo  fmall  in  quantity,  as  to  permit 
nature  to  accomplilh  that  end,  which  fhe 
always  aims  at,  as  foon  as  the  matter  is 
let  out :  (I  mean,  the  approach  of  the 
fades  of  the  cavity  toward  each  other :) 
and  that  fuch  fmall  quantity  of  drellings 

ought 
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ought  to  con fi ft  of  materials  proper  only 
to  encourage  ealy  and  gradual  fuppura- 
tion. 


Th  IS  is  a  fa<ft  fo  obvious  to  common 
fenfe,  that  it  muft  appear  to  every  one  who 
will  coolly  and  impartially  conftdcr  it. 

What  is  the  part,  in  which  the  dif- 
eafe  is  feated  ?  and  what  are  the  altera¬ 
tions,  which  fuch  difeafe  produces  ?  The 
part  is  mere  cellular  membrane;  and  the 
alteration  is  obftrudllon  and  inflammation, 
ending  in  the  formation  of  matter.  But 
do  thefe  create  any  new  body  ?  do  not 
the  fides  of  the  abfcefs  ftill  remain  cellu¬ 
lar  and  adipofe  membrane,  only  inflamed, 
thickened,  hardened,  and  rendered  puru¬ 
lent  ?  can  fuch  alteration  require  any  thing 
more  toward  refto'ring  the  parts  to  a  na¬ 
tural  ftate,  than  a  free  fuppuration  from 
the  parts  fo  altered  ?  or,  can  it  make  ex¬ 
tirpation  or  deftrudtion  necelfary  ?  Moft 
certainly,  it  cannot.  How  then  is  fuppu¬ 
ration  to  be  produced  and  maintained  ? 
Not  by  thrufting  in  fuch  applications,  as 
by  their  quantity  diftend,  and  by  their  qua¬ 
lity  irritate  and  deftroy;  but  by  dreffing 
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lightly,  and  eafily,  with  fuch  as  appeafe, 
relax,  and  foften. 

The  fadlis  capable  of  experiment  j  and 
every  man  who  will  make  it,  that  is,  who 
will  try  the  different  methods,  and  attend 
to  the  confequences,  muft  be  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  it  I  unlefs  blinded  by  prejudice,  or 
influenced  by  a  worfe  motive. 

A  moment’s  attention  to  the  condudl 
of  nature,  when. left  to  herfelf,  and  not  in¬ 
terrupted  by  art,  will,  perhaps,  fet  this 
matter  in  a  clearer  light. 

When  an  abfcefs  of  this  kind  is  opened 
by  a  furgeon,  the  cavity  is  found  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  contents ;  and,  confequently, 
if  the  quantity  of  matter  be  large,  the  hol¬ 
low  is  confiderable.  If  this  hollow  be  im¬ 
mediately  filled  with  dreffings,  (of  any 
kind)  the  fides  of  it  will  be  kept  from  ap¬ 
proaching  toward  each  other ;  or  may  even 
be  farther  feparated.  But  if  this  cavity  be 
not  filled,  or  have  little  or  no  dreffings  of 
any  kind  introduced  into  it,  the  fides  im¬ 
mediately  collapfe  j  and,  coming  nearer 
and  nearer,  do,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of 
1  time. 
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time,  convert  a  large  hollow  into  a  fmall 
finus.  .And  this  is  alfo  conftantly  the  cafe,^ 
when  the  matter,  inftead  of  being  let  out 
by  an  artificial  opening,  efcapes  through 
one  made  by  the  burfting  of  the  containing 
parts. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  finus  will  not 
always,  (and  particularly  in  the  difeafe  I  am 
now  fpeaking  of)  become  perfed;ly  clofe, 
and  heal but  the  aim  and  condud:  of  na¬ 
ture  is  not,  therefore,  the  lefs  evident ;  nor 
the  hint,  which  art  ought  to  borrow  from 
her,  the  lefs  palpable. 

In  this,  as  in  mofi:  other  cafes,  , where 
there  are  large  fores,  or  confiderable  cavi¬ 
ties,  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  habit,  and  the  care  that  is  taken  of 
it ;  if  that  be  good,  or  if  it  be  properly 
correded,  the  furgeon  will  have  very  little 
trouble  in  his  choice  of  dreffings ;  all  that 
he  will  have  to  do,  will  be,  to  take  care 
that  they  do  not  offend  either  in  quantity 
or  quality :  but  if  the  habit  be  bad,  or  in- 
Judicioufly  treated,  he  may  ufe  the  whole 
farrago  of  externals,  and  only  wafte  his 
own  and  his  patient’s  time. 

i-N 
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In  (hort,  all  thefe  cales  are,  at  firft,  mere 
abfeeffes ;  the  confequences  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  require  no  other  treatment,  than 
what  would  be  proper  in  the  fame  kind  of 
cafe  in  ail  other  parts.  Some  few  of  them 
are  fo  circumftanced,  with  regard  to  the 
inteftine,  that  it  is  quite  unnecelTary  to 
meddle  with  it  at  all :  but  whether  that  be 
the  cafe,  or  not ;  whether  the  divifion  of 

i 

the  redlum  become  a  necelTary  part  in  the 
cure,  or  not  j  they,  mofl:  certainly,  do  not 
deferve  the  name  of  fiftulas ;  nor  require 
that  fort  of  treatment  which  fifl:ul$  are  faid, 
and  thought,  to  ftand  in  need  of :  though, 
by  being  from  their  very  fir  ft  appearance 
fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  they  arefrequently,  by 
mifmanagement  rendered  truly  fiftulous. 

By  this,  (that  is,  by  light,  ealy  treat¬ 
ment)  large  abfcefl’es,  formed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  redtum,  will  fometimes  be 
cured,  without  any  neceflity  occurring  of 
meddling  with  the  faid  gut.  But  it  much 
more  frequently  happens,  that  the  inteftine, 
■although  it  may  not  have  been  pierced,  or 
eroded  by  the  matter,  has  yet  been  fo 
llript,  or  denuded,  that  no  confolidation  of 

the 
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the  finus  can  be  obtained,  but  by  a  divifion ; 
that  is,  by  laying  the  two  cavities,  •nzs;. 
that  of  the  abfcefs,  and  that  of  the  intefline, 
into  one. 

The  neceffity  of  doing  this,  may,  in 
many  cafes,  be  known  by  the  furgeon,  at 
firit  s  that  is,  when  he  opens  the  abfcefs, 
he  may  find  the  inteftine  fo  bare,  and  in 
fuch  ftate,  as  plainly  to  prove,  that  he  will 

f 

not  be  able  .to  effed;  a  cure  without  the 
operation  :  in  other  inftances,  he  may  have 
reafon,  at  firft,  to  flatter  himfelf  with  fuc- 
cefs  and  be  difappointed. 

When  the  former  is  the  cafe ;  when  the 

gut  is  found  to  be  in  fuch  fliate,  that  there 

'is  no  reafon  to  exped  a  cure,  without  its 

being  divided;  that  operation  had  better 
♦ 

(on  many  accounts)  be  performed,  at  the 
time  the  abfcefs  is  firft  opened,  than  be  de¬ 
ferred  to  a  future  one.  ■  For  if  it  be  done 
in  the  manner,  in  which,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  it  always  may,  it  will  add  fo  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  pain,  which  the  patient  muft  fee! 
by  opening  the  abfcefs,  that  he  will  feldom 
be  able  to  diftinguifli  the  one  from  the 
other,  either  with  regard  to  time  or  fenfa- 
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-tion :  whereas,  if  it  be  deferred,  he  muft 
either  be  in  continual  expedation  of  a  fe;- 
cond  cutting,  or  feel  one,  at  a  time  .when 
he  does  not  exped  it. 

The  intention.  In  this  operation,  is  to 
divide  the  inteftine  redum,  from  the  verge 
of  the  anus,  up  as  high  as  the  top  of  the 
hollow  in  which  the  matter  was  formed  ; 
(thereby  to  lay  the  two  cavities  of  the  gut 
and  abfcefs  into  one ;  and,  by  means  o.^  an 
open,  inftead  of  a  hollow,  or  linuous  fore, 
to  obtain  a  firm  and  lafting  cure. 

Ingenious,  mechanical,  and  whimfical 
people  *  have  often  bufied  themfelves,  in 
inventing  infiruments  for  this  purpofe : 
the  fyringotomy,  the  cultellus  falcatus,  the 
probe-razor,  ^c.  have  all  at  times  been  in 
ufej  fcilTars  alfo  of  various  kinds,  both 
ftraight  and  crooked,  have  been  employed 
in  this  operation :  the  three  firft  may  be 
made  to  ferve  the  purpofe  very  well ;  but 
to  the  laft,  (the  fciflars)  there  is  in  this,  as 

well 

^  The  late  Mr.  Freeke  invented  an  inftrument  for 
this  purpofe ;  but  it  was,  upon  trial,  found  to  cut  the 
operator’s  finger,  with  fo  much  more  certainty  than 
the  patient’s  inteftine,  that  it  has  long  been  laid  alide# 
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well  as  in  almoft  every  operation,  in  which 
they  are  frequently  ufed,  a  palpable  objec¬ 
tion,  viz.  that,  by  pinching  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  cut,  they  occafion  a.  great 
deal  of  unnecefl'ary  pain.  They  are,  I 
know,  in  great  ufe  with  many,  who,  if  they 
were  deprivedof  their  probe-fcilTars,  would 
think  themfelves  incapacitated  from  doing 
bufinefs  j  but  they  are,  upon  all  occafions 
where  mere  divifion  is  required,  a  very  bad 
inilrument ;  they  may  affifh  an  aukward, 
or  an  unfteady  hand,  but  are  more  fit  for  a 
farrier,  than  for  a  furgeon. 

In  all  chirurgic  operations,  the  infiru- 
ment  made  ufe  of  cannot  be  too  fimple,  nor 
too  keen  j  and,  if  poffible,  fliould  never  be 
out  of  the  fight,  or  the  diredion  of  the  finger 
of  theoperator^  and,  whenever  itis,  (asmufi: 
fometimes  neceflarily  be  the  cafe)  itis  liable 
to  fome  degree  of  uncertainty.  Scifiars  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  reftum  are  always  in  this 
predicament  j  and  are,  therefore,  (as  well  as 
on  account  of  their  pinching  quality,)  bad. 

The  curved,  probe-pointed  knife,  with 
a  narrow  blade,  I  have  always  found  to  be 
the  moft  ufeful  and  handy  inftrument  of 

D  any.. 
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any.  This  introduced  into  the  finus,  while 
the  furgeon’s  fore-finger  is  in  the  intefline, 
will  enable  him  to  divide  all  that  can  ever 
require  divifion ;  and  that  with  lefs  pain  to 
the  patient,  with  more  facility  to  the  opera¬ 
tor,  as  well  as  with  more  certainty  and  ex¬ 
pedition  than  any  other  inftrument  what¬ 
ever.  If  therebenoopeninginthe  inteftine, 
the  fmalleft  degree  of  force  will  thrufi:  the 
point  of  the  knife  through,  and  thereby  make 
one :  if  there  be  one  already,  the  fame  point 
will  find  and  pafs  through  it.  In  either  cafe, 
it  will  be  received  by  the  finger  in  ano  •,  will 
thereby  be  prevented  from  deviating ;  and 
being  brought  out  by  the  faid  finger,  muft 
necefiarily  divide  all  that  is  between  the 
edge  of  the  knife,  and  the  verge  of  the  anus ; 
that  is,  muft  by  one  fimple  incifion,  (which 
is  made  in  the  fmalleft  fpace  of  time  ima¬ 
ginable)  lay  the  two  cavities  of  the  finus, 
and  of  the  inteftine,  into  one. 

Authors  make  a  very  formal  diftinc- 
tion,  between  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  in¬ 
teftine  is  pierced  by  the  matter,  and  thofe 
in  which  it  is  not  j  but  although  this  di- 
ftindlion  may  be  ufeful,  when  the  different 
ftates  of  the  difeafe  are  to  be  deferibed, 

yet 
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yet  in  praftice,  when  the  operation  of  di-^ 
viding  the  gut  becomes  necefl'ary,  fuch  di- 
ftin(9:ion  is  of  no  confequence  at  all ;  it 
makes  no  alteration  in  the  degree,  kind,  or 
quantity  of  pain,  which  the  patient  is  to 
feel  i  the  force  required  to  pu£h  the  knife 
through  the  tender  gut,  is  next  to  none; 
and,  when  its  point  is  in  the  cavity,  the 
cafes  are  exactly  fimilar. 

This  is  the  only  operation,  which  (in 
‘the  circumftances  under  our  prefen t  confi- 
deration)  ever  can  be  necefl'ary :  and  this 
appears  to  me,  to  be  the  fafeft,  eafieft, 
and  mofl:  expeditious  method  of  perform¬ 
ing  it. 

I  KNOW,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  and  pradtice  of  many;  who  think  that 
the  removal  of  fome  part,  both  of  the  in- 
teftine,  and  of  the  verge  of  the  anus,  is  ne- 
ceflfary  in  thefe  cafes  :  but  long  and  repeated 
experience  has  convinced  me  of  the  con¬ 
trary  ;  and  I  fhall,  in  the  next  fedlion,  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  more  particularly  to  that 
point. 

Immediately  after  the  operation,  a 
foft  doffil  of  fine  lint  fhould  be  introduced 

D  a  (from 
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.(from  the  reitum)  between  the  divided  lips 
of  the  incifion ;  as  well  to  reprefs  any  flight 
hemorrhage,  as  to  prevent  the  immediate 
re-union  of  the  faid  lipsj  and  the  reft  of  the 
fore  fliould  be  lightly  drefled  with  the 
fame.  Thisfirft  dreflingfliouldbepermitted 
to  continue,  until  a  beginning  fuppuration 
renders  it  loofe  enough  to  come  away  eafl- 
Iv ;  and  all  the  future  ones  ftiould  be  as 
light,  foft,  and  eafy  as  poiflible  :  confifting 
only  of  fuch  materials,  as  are  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  kindly  and  gradual  fuppuration.  The 
fides  of  the  abfcefs  are  hard  j  the  incifion 
muft  neceifarily,  for  a  few  days,  be  infla¬ 
med;  and  the  difcharge  will,  forfome  time, 
be  difcoldred,  and  gleety ;  this  induration, 
and  this  fort  of  difcharge,  are  often  mifta- 
ken  for  figns  of  difeafed  callofity,  and  un- 
difcovered  finufes ;  upon  which  prefump- 
tions,  efcharotics  are  freely  applied,  and  di¬ 
ligent  fearch  is  made  for  new  hollows ;  the 
former  of  thefe  moft  commonly  increafe 
both  the  hardnefs  and  the  gleet;  and  by 
the  latter  new  finufes  are  fometiraes  really 
produced.  Thefe  occafion  a  repetition  of 
efcharotics,  and,  perhaps,  of  incifions ;  by 
which  means,  cafes,  which,  at  firft,  and 
in  their  own  nature,  were  Ample  and  eafy 
of  cure,  are  rendred  complex  and  tedious. 
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That  this  is  the  truth,  without  exag¬ 
geration,  is  well  known  to  many  j  and 
whoever  will  look  over  the  writings  of  fome 
of  our  immediate  predecelTors,  or  even  of 
fome  of  our  cotemporaries,  will  find,  that, 
immediately  after  pinching  and  flipping  the 
gut  with  fcilfars,  we  are  directed  to  fill  the 
incifions  with  lint;  and,  after  having  di- 
ftended  the  cavity  by  fuch  means,  to  drefs, 
in  future,  with  fuch  medicines,  as,  though 
ufed  under  the  fpecious  names  of  digeftives, 
detergents,  &c.  do  really  inflame  and  irri¬ 
tate  the  parts,  to  which  they  are  applied, 
and  retard,  inftead  of  encouraging,  a  kindly 
fuppuration. 

Among  thefe,  the  mercurius  pr$cipi- 
tatus  ruber  Hands  principal ;  this  feems  to 
have  been  the  great  external  fpecific  of  mofl; 
of  our  immediate  predeceflors,  and  to  have 
been  ufed  by  them,  for  the  very  different  pur- 
pofes  of  deftrudlion  and  reftoration  :  with 
this,  either  in  dry  powder,  or  mixed  with 
unguent,  the  tents,  pledgits,  &c.  with  which 
they  dreffed  thefe  fores,  were  fpread  or  em- 
bued ;  with  this  they  dreffed  the  recently- 
divided  lips  of  the  wound  in  the  intefline ; 

D  3  and 
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and  with  this  they  filled  the  whole  cavity 
of  the  abfcefs. 

That  the  fame  practice  ftill  too  much 
prevails,  they  who  pleafe,  may  be  con¬ 
vinced.  * 

I  WOULD  beg  leave  to  afk  any  patron  of 
this  method  of  dreffing,  what  he  would 
fay  to  a  man,  who  fhall  order  a  large  tent, 
well  charged  with  precipitate,  to  be  thruft 
up  the  undivided,  unwounded  redlum  of  a 
perfon,  who,  from  any  caufe  whatever,  had 
an  infiammatqry  defluxion  on  the  hemor¬ 
rhoidal  veflels,  and  infide  of  the  faid  gut  ? 
Would  he  not  fay,  that  fuch  tent  would 
prove  a  fatiguing,  inflaming  fuppofitory  ? 
and  would  he  not  be  right  in  faying  fo  ? 
Is  then  the  redlum  rendered  lefs  fenfible, 
and  lefs  irritable,  by  being  wounded  ?  Or, 

'  can  that  very  application,  which  proves  a 
painful  llimulus  to  a  gut  not  divided,  be¬ 
come  an  eaiy  digeflive  to  one  that  is  ?  If 

any 


*  Mr.  De  la  Faye  fays— “  SI  les  chairs  s’clevent 
trop,  on  les  confuniera  avec  la  pierre  infernale and 
in  many  books  of  reputation  the  butyrum  antimonii, 
the  trochifci  e  minio,  the  pulvis  angelicas,  &c.  arc 
prefcribed  for  frequent  ufe. 
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any  man  thinks  that  it  will,  I  would  ad- 
vife  him  tomake  theexperimentonhimfelf; 
and  I  would  then  appeal  to  the  teftimony 
of  his  own  unprejudiced  fenfations. 

In  (hort  to  quit  reafoning,  and  fpeak 
to  fad:  only.  In  the  great  number  of  thefe 
cafes,  which  muft  have  been  in  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s-Hofpital,  within  thefe  ten  or 
twelve  years,  I  do  aver,  that  I  have  not 
met  with  one,  in  the  circumftances  be¬ 
fore  defcribed,  that  has  not  been  cured  by 
mere  limple  divifion,  together  with  light, 
ealy  dreffings  ;  and  that  Thave  not,  in  all 
that  time,  ufed,  for  this  purpofe,  a  Angle 
grain  of  praecipitate,  or  of  any  other  ef- 
charotic. 

S 

Why  is  it,  that  we  hear  lb  much  of 
miracles  performed  by  the  pafte  of  one 
quack  ?  and  by  the  injedions,  oils,  and 
balfams  of  others  ?  when  we  all  know, 
that  there  is  nothing  fpecihc  for  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe  in  their  compofitions :  and, 
when  we  alfo  know  that  the  venders  of 
thefe  remedies  are  people,  whofe  ignorance 
in  matters  of  phyfic  and  furgery  is  below 
all  notice. 

D  4 
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That  thele  cures  arc  much  more 
frequently  talked  of  than  made,  I  well 
know  i  but  that  fome  few  people,  who  have 
been  long  andunfuccefsfully  treated  by  fur- 
geonsj  have  got  either  well,  or  better,  un¬ 
der  the  very  negligent  management  of 
fome  of  thefe  quacks,  is  an  inconteftable 
truth ;  and  very  ftrange  it  is,  that  we  do 
not  fee  why. 

Fas  ejl  et  ab  hojie  -doceri : — 

The  truth  is ;  that,  while  we  are  look¬ 
ing’ for  what  thefe  people  do,  we  (if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  phrafe)  overlook  what  they 
do  not  do.  It  is  true,  we  cannot  find  any 
fpecific  quality  in  the  ftrange  jumble  of  in¬ 
gredients  which  they  put  into  their  inter¬ 
nal  remedies  j  nor  any  particularly-fanative 
one  in  their  injedtions,  balfams,  £fc.  and 
therefore,  are  furprized  at  even  the  few  in- 
Ilances  of  their  fuccefsj  but  dill  overlook 
the  one  Angle  circumftance,  by  which  the 
good  is  produced. 

a' 

It  is,  and  ever  muft  be,  a  firft  principle 
Sb  quackery,  to  difapprove  and  condemn 

what- 
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whatever  has  been  done  before,  be  it  right, 
or  be  it  wrong:  and  it  is  alfo  necelTary 
for  quacks,  to  avoid  all  connexion  with 
thofe  who  arc  called  Regular  Pradtitio- 
ners ;  as  well  in  order  to  have  the  folc 
management  of  the  patient,  as  to  avoid 
infpe<5lion. 

For  thefe  reafons,  they  always  order 
all  former  dreffings  to  be  immediately 
thrown  afide,  and  difufed  j  and,  not  hav¬ 
ing  in  general  ingenuity  enough,  even  to 
feem  to  apply  others,  with  any  degree  of 
judgment  or  dexterity,  they  make  ufe  of  a 
mere  fuperficial  plafter,  ointment,  or  injec¬ 
tion  :  that  is  without  intending  any  fuch 
thing,  upon  an  honeft,  or  a  rational  prin¬ 
ciple,  they,  for  want  of  knowing  what  to 
do  properly,  leave  the  conduct  of  the  fore 
to  nature ;  who,  when  the  impediment  of 
dreffings,  (which  often  offend  either  in 
quantity  or  quality)  are  removed,  will  do 
much  more  than  her  too  officious  affiflants 
believe. 

> 

That  the  very  few  cures,  which  we 
have  heard  fo  much  of,  are  produced  in 
this  manner  I  am  convinced  and  fo  I  am, 
fhat  many  of  thofe,  which  are  thought,  by 

feveral 
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feveral  pradlitioners,  to  have  been  brought 
about  by  a  multiplicity  of  dreflings  cram¬ 
med  in  tight,  and  endeavoured  to  be  kept 
fo,  by  all  the  caution  of  comprefs  and 
bandage,  are  very  frequently  effeiled  by 
the  conftant  and  generally  fuccefsful  en¬ 
deavours  of  nature,  to  thrufl  them  forth 
again :  or,  at  leaft,  fo  to  difplace  them, 
that  fbie  gradually  gets  opportunities  of  dO” 
ing  her  own  bufinefs,  in  fpite  of  the  im¬ 
pediments  of  art.  The  bufinefs  of  good 
furgery,  is  to  affift  nature ;  but  {he  v/ill, 
fometimes,  get  the  better  even  of  the 
worft. 

TJfque  recurretf 
Et  mala  perrumpet  furtim  fajiidia  viSlrix, 


SECT.  V. 

# 

IN  the  preceding  Sedion,  I  have  fup- 
pofed  the  matter  of  the  abfcefs  to  have 
been  formed,  and  colleded  j  but  Hill  to 
have  been  contained  within  the  cavity,  un¬ 
til  let  out  from  thence  by  an  incifion, 
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0 


I  AM  now  to  confider  it,  as  having  made 
its  own  way  out,  without  the  help  of  art. 

This  xlate  of  the  difeafe  is  alfo  fubjedt 
to  fome  variety  of  appearance  ^  and  thefe 
different  appearances  have  produced,  not 
■  only  a  multiplicity  of  appellations,  but  a 
groundlefs  fuppolition  alfo,  of  a  variety 
of  elfentially  different  circurnftances. 

When  a  difcharge  of  the  matter  by 
incifion  is  too  long  delayed,  or  negledted, 
it  makes  its  own  way  out,  by  burfting 
the  external  parts  fomewhere  near  to  the 
fundament  •,  or  by  eroding,  and  making  a 
hole  through  the  intefline  into  its  cavity ; 
or  fometimes  by  both.  In  either  cafe, 
the  difcharge  is  made  fometimes  by  one 
orifice  only,  and  fometimes  by  more. 
THofe,  in  which  the  matter  has  made  its 
efcape  by  one  or  more  openings,  thro’  the 
Ikinonly,  are  called  blind,  external  fiftulasj 

thofe,  in  which  the  difcharge  has  been 

* 

made  into  the  cavity  of  the  intefline, 
without  any  orifice  in  the  fkin,  are  named 
blind,  internal ;  and  thofe,  which  have  an 

opening 
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Opening  both  through  the  fkin,  and  into 

the  gut,  are  called  complete  fillulae. 

/ 

Th  IS  is  the  language  of  all  writers,  as 
I  have  already  obferved :  and  thus,  all 
thefe  cafes  are  deemed  fiftulous,  when 
hardly  any  of  them  ever  are  fo ;  and  none 
of  them  neceflarily.  They  are  flill  mere 
abfcefles,  which  are  burft  without  the 
help  of  art ;  and,  if  taken  proper  and 
timely  care  of,  will  require  no  fuch  treat¬ 
ment,  as  a  true  fiHula  may  poffibly  Itand 
in  need  of. 

The  moil  frequent  of  all,  are  what  are 
called  the  blind,  external  j  and  the  com¬ 
plete.  The  method,  whereby  each  of 
thefe  ftates  may  be  known,  is,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  probe  into  the  finus  by  the  ori¬ 
fice  in  the  Ikin,  while  the  fore-finger  is 
within  the  redtum  :  this  will  give  the  ex¬ 
aminer  an  opportunity  of  knowing  exadlly 
the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumftances. 

4 

Whether  the  cafe  be  what  is  called 
a  complete  fiftula,  or  not;  that  is,  whether 
there  be  an  opening  in  the  Ikin  only,  or 

one 
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one  there,  and  another  in  the  inteftine,  the 
appearance  to  the  eye  is  much  the  fame. 
Upon  difcharge  of  the  matter,  the  exter¬ 
nal  fwelling  fubfides,  and  the  inflamed  co¬ 
lor  of  the  Ikin  difappears ;  the  orifice, 
which  at  fir  ft  was  floughy  and  foul,  after 
a  day  or  two  are  paft  becomes  clean,  and 
contrails  in  fize;  but  the  difcharge,  by 
fretting  the  parts  about,  renders  the  pa¬ 
tient  ftill  uneafy. 

As  this  kind  of  opening  feldom  proves 
fufficient  for  a  cure,  (though  it  fometimes 
does)  the  induration,  in  fome  degree,  re¬ 
mains  j  and  if  the  orifice  happens  not  to 
be  a  depending  one,  fome  part  of  the 
matter  lodges,  and  is  difeharged  by  inter¬ 
vals,  or  may  be  preffed  out  by  the  fingers 
of  an  examiner.  The  difeafe,  in  this 
ftate,  is  not  very  painful ;  but  it  is  trouble- 
fome,  nafty,  and  offenfive  :  the  continual 
difcharge  of  a  thin  kind  of  fluid  from  it, 
creates  heat,  and  caufes  excoriation  in  the 
parts  about ;  it  daubs  the  linen  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  j  and  is,  at  times  very  foetid  j  the 
orifice  alfo  fometimes  contrails  fo,  as  not 
to  be  fufficient  for  the  difcharge  ;  and  the 
lodgment  of  the  matter  then  occafions 
frefli  difturbance.  T 
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The  means  of  cure  propofcd,  and 
pradlifed,  by  our  anceftors,  were  three, 
viz.  cauftic,  iigature,  and  incifion. 

The  intention,  in  each  of  thefe,  is  the 
fame,  viz.  to  form  one  cavity  of  the  finus 
and  inteftine,  by  laying  the  former  into 
the  latter. 

Fear  of  haemorrhage,  in  making  a 
large  divifion  of  parts,  and  a  defign  to 
deftroy  callolity,  gave  rife  to  the  ufe  of 
cauftics,  for  this  purpofe  •,  by  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  them  in  different  forms  and 
manners  into  the  finus,  that  part  of  the 
inteftine  which  divides  its  cavity  from 
that  of  the  abfcefs,  is  intended  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  :  and,  thereby,  the  propofed  end, 
of  making  one  cavity  of  the  two,  is  to  be 
accomplifhed ;  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  fuppofed  callofity  is  to  be  wafted.  For 
this  purpofe,  fome  of  the  moft  fatiguing 
and  painful  efcharotics  have  been  pre- 
fcribed  and  ufed  ;  the  pulvis  angelicus, 
the  lapis  infernalis,  and  troches  and  paftes 

made 


2 


(  ^3  ) 

made  with  fublimate,  arferiic,  &c.  But 
the  method  is  fo  cruel,  fo  tedious,  and  fo 
inexpert,  that,  I  hope,  it  is,  by  this  time, 
totally  out  of  ufe :  it  was  founded  in  er¬ 
ror,  tends  only  to  mifchief  j  and  I  will 
not  wafte  the  reader’s  time,  in  faying  any 
thing  more  about  it.* 

I 

The  terror,  which  a  cutting  inftrument 
neceflarily  carries  with  it  j  the  fear  of  a 
flux  of  blood  from  fome  confiderable  vef- 
fels,  together  with  a  flrange,  nonfenfical 
opinion,  that  a  gradual  divifion  of  the  parts 
was  followed  by  a  more  found  cure,  than 
an  immediate  one  by  cutting,  produced 
the  coarfe,  unhandy  method  by  ligature. 
The  manner  of  ufing  it  was  this.  A 
probe,  or  needle,  (according  to  the  com¬ 
plete  or  incomplete  llate  of  the  fuppofed 
fifliula)  armed  with  a  flrong  ligature,  was 
introduced,  either  naked  or  in  a  cannula, 

by 

*  Do6ler  Daniel  Turner,  who  praflifed  furgery 
within  thefe  few  years,  ufed  this  method  in  its  full 
extent.  In  his  works  may  be  found,  an  account  of 
his  forming  tents  of  the  trochifci  e  minio ;  and  thruft- 
ing  them  into  the  finus,  there  to  remain  till  they  had 
produced  a  fufficicnt  efchar.  In  the  fame  writer 
are  accounts  of  ftrong  probe-fciflars,  made  to  cut 

through. 
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by  the  orifice  in  the  buttock,  and  brought 
out  at  the  anus,  by  the  operator’s  finger : 
when  that  was  done,  the  two  ends  of  the 
faid  ligature  were  tied  together,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  at  fuch  repeated  times,  as, 
by  degrees,  to  cut  through  all  that  was 
between  its  loop,  and  its  knot ;  that  is, 
all  that  part  of  the  intefiine,  which  was 
next  to  the  finus. 

% 

% 

Among  writers  on  this  fubjeft,  will  be 
found  very  formal  diredlions,  about  the 
proper  time  of  the  year  for  performing 
this  operation  j  as  well  as  concerning  the 
proper  materials  wherewith  to  make  the 
ligature.  But  as  the  whole  operation  is, 

on 

through  parts  of  a  confiderable  thicknefs  ;  and  where 
the  external  orifice  was  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
anus  :  and  of  an  iron  fcoop^  made  (to  ufe  the  Doc-» 
tor’s  own  words)  like  a  cheefe-monger’s  tafter,  to  be 
thruft  up  the  redlum,  and  aflift  in  the  divifion  of  it. 
What  ideas  this  gentleman  had  of  the  difeafe,  or  of 
human  fenfation,  I  cannot  imagine.  The  fame  gen¬ 
tleman,  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of  this  iron  fcoop,  tells 
us,  that  when  he  ufed  it  on  one  particular  patient, 
the  man  thought  that  the  Do61:or  was  only  thrufting 
up  the  dreffings.  It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  con^ 
ceive  what  kind  of  dreffings  this  man  muft  have  been 
accuftomed  to,  who  could  not  diftinguifti  between  the 
application  of  them,  and  the  thrufting  up  an  iron  fcoop*. 


on  every  principle  of  eafe,  expedition, 
fafety,  or  certainty,  unfit  for  pradlice,  it 
would  be  an  abufe  of  the  reader’s  patience 
to  dwell  any  longer  upon  it.* 

The  third  method  is  that  by  incifion. 

I  HAVE  already  given  my  opinion,  on 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  befi;  and  moft 
proper  method  of  dividing  the  inteftine, 
in  the  cafe  of  a  collediion  of  matter  for¬ 
med  juxta  anum. 

The  intention  to  be  aimed  at  by  inci¬ 
fion,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  is  exadlly  the 
fame,  and  (I  think)  ought  to  be  executed, 

in 


^  See  Celfus,  whofe  account  of  the  method  by  li¬ 
gature  has  been  followed  by  moft  of  the  writers  firice. 
In  has  demiflb  fpecillo,  ad  ultimum  ejus  caput  in- 
cidi  cutis  debet;  dein  novo  foramine  fpecillum 
educi  lino  fequente  ;  quod  in  aliam  ejus  partem,  ob 
id  ipfum  perforatam,  conje£lum  fit :  ibi  linum  ap- 
prehendendum,  ligandumque  cum  altero  capita  eft; 
ut  laxe  cutem,  quae  fuper  fiftulam  eft,  teneat :  id- 
que  linum  debet  efle  crudum,  &  duplex,  triplexve, 
fic  tortum  ut  unitas  in  eo  fa6la  fit.  Interim  autcm 
licet  negotia  agere,  ambulare,  lavare,  cibum  ca- 
pare,  perinde  atque  faniftimo,’’ 

E 
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in  the  fame  manner. ..  I  never  faw,  that 
any  other  kind  of  operation  was  necelfary ; 

I  have  not,  for  many  years,  performed 
any  other;  and  I  do  not  recoiled:  a  Angle 
inflance,  in  which  it  has  failed  to  produce 
a  cure,  in  fuch  cafes  as  were  curable  by 
any  means. 

If,  therefore,  I  intended  to  give  my 
own  opinion  merely  on  this  fiibjed,  I 
fhould  fay,  the  fame  divifion  of  the  in- 
teftine,  and  with  the  fame  inftrument,  is 
all-  that  is  required ;  and,  referring  my 
reader  back  to  the  preceding  fedion, 
fhould  give  him  no  farther  trouble  on  this 
head.  But  as  I  find  my  fentiments  in  this 
matter  are  fomewhat  different  from  thofe 
of  many,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be  indulged 
in  the  ufe  of  a  few  words. 

I  HAVE  faid,  that  in  whatever  manner, 
or  with  whatever  inftrument,  the  inte- 
ftine  be  divided,  the  intention  is  the  fame, 
•uiz.  to  lay  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs  into 
that  of  the  gut  j  and,  thereby  to  convert 
a  hollow  finous  fore,  into  an  open  one ; 
preventing,  by  the  fame  means,  the  fu¬ 
ture 
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ture  lodgment  of  matter,  and  giving  room 
for  the  application  of  proper  dreffings. 


The  two  cafes  (a  colledlion  of  matter, 
and  a  linus)  feem  to  me  to  require  exactly 
the  fame  treatment ;  and  I  have  never 
found  it  fail,  of  being  equally  fuccefsful 
in  both  >  that  is,  I  never  found,  that  the 
matter,  having  found  its  own  way  out, 
made  any  other  operation  on  the  gut,  ex¬ 
cept  the  mere  limple  divilion,  at  all  ne- 
ceffary* 

ft 

But  it  is  faid,  and  that  by  authors  to 
whom  great  regard  is  due,  that  this  is  not 
all  that  is  requifite,  efpecially  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances ;  that  this  will  not  pro¬ 
duce  a  cure,  or  affure  fuccefs  j  that  mere 
divifion  of  the  inteftine  is  not  fufficient ; 
and  that,  unlefs  we  cut  out,  remove,  and 
extirpate  a  portion  both  of  the  faid  inte- 
fline,  and  the  Ikin  conftituting  what  is  cal¬ 
led  the  verge  of  the  anus,  a  firm  and  laft- 
ingcure  will  not  follow.  Thisisthedoftrine 
of  writers  of  eminence,  and  the  pradice 
of  a  large  body  of  furgeons. 

E  2  Whejj 
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When  I  have  mentioned  the  names  of 
Chefelden,  De  lay  Faye,  and  le  Dran,  I 
need  not  cite  any  others  of  lefs  note. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  gentleman,  whofe 
reputation  in  his  profeffion  was  great ; 
the  two  latter  are  in  as  high  charadler 
now  in  France.  The  influence  of  thefe 
upon  their  readers  mufl:  be  confiderable; 
and,  therefore,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  the 
more  importance,  that  their  dodtrine  be 
juft  and  defenfible. 

The  methods  which  thefe  gentlemen 

have  propofed,  and  which  have  been  by 

many  adopted,  are  fomewhat  different 

from  each  other ;  but  do  all  tend  to  the 

fame  purpofe  j  are  all  calculated  to  prevent 

imaginary  evils ;  and  are  all  produdlive  of 

real  ones. 

» 

Mr.  Chefelden,  in  the  laft  edition  of  his 
Anatomy,  %s,— “  The  true  fiftula  runs 
“  between  the  mufcular  and  inner  coat 
of  the  redlum  ;  it  is  cured,  by  opening  it 
the  whole  length  into  the  cavity  of  the 
“  gut :  but  it  is  yet  better,  if  it  can  be 
“  done,  to  extirpate  all  that  is  fiftulous 

and 


**rand  fcirrhous ;  for  that  is  a  fure  way,  to 
“  make  one  operation  perfcdl  the  cure.” 


In  his  obfervations,  publifhed  at  the  end 
of  Mr.  Gataker’s  tranflation  of  Le  Dran’s 
furgery,  Mr.  Chelfeden  defcribes  a  me¬ 
thod  of  his  own  inventing,  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  one  blade  of  a  pair  of  polypus- for¬ 
ceps  into  the  finus,  and  of  the  other  into 
the  reftum.  By  which  means,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  intefline  is  held  fall,  be¬ 
tween  the  chops  of  the  inftrument,  in 
order  to  be  cut  out  with  the  fcilTars. 

After  having  giving  an  explanation 
of  a  plate,  defigned  to  reprefent  the  for¬ 
ceps  introduced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
hold  thO^picce  of  inteftine  fad,  h«  adds, — 
“  I  formerly  cut  out  a  pyramidal  piece  in 
the  manner  here  defcribed  ;  but  I  find 
“  this  way  with  the  forceps  much  more 
“  convenient,  and  more  eafy  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

How  much  this  method  may  be  prefe¬ 
rable  to  that,  which  Mr.  Chefelden  ufed 

E  s"  to 
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to  praftife,  I  know  not ;  but  I  will  ven* 
ture  to  fay,  that  this  more  eaiy  method 
is  horridly  painful,  is  operofe,  and  abfo-! 
lutely  unnecelTary  towards  obtaining  a 
cure. 

The  wound,  that  is,  the  orifice  of  the 
linus  in  the  buttock,  is,  by  Mr.  Chefel- 
den’s  diredlion,  to  be  firfi:  dilated  with  a 
fponge  tent  j  then  one  of  the  blades  of  a 
pair  of  large  polypus-forceps  is  to  be  thruft 
up  the  finus,  while  the  other  within  the 
intedine  pinches  it  between  them ;  and 
then,  this  piece  fo  pinched  is  to  be  fnipped 
out  by  the  repeated  attacks  of  a  pair  of 
feiflars,  A  very  tedious,  and  very  pain¬ 
ful,  operation  this  mud  neced'arily  be  i 
and  by  Mr.  Chefelden’s  own  account,  not 
always  fuccefsful :  for,  although  he  does 
“  fay, — “  The  operation  being  thus  per- 
formed,  I  have  never  found  wanting  a 
**  fecond  cutting  yet,  he  immediatly 
adds, — “  If,  after  this  operation,  there 
“  is  dill  an  internal  difeharge  into  the  gut, 
it  may  be  an  ufeful  ifihe  5  and  continue 
the  benefit  which  nature  defigned  by 

the 
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**  the  difeafe*.  We  fhould  alfo  be  very 
careful  not  to  perform  it,  when  the  pa- 
**  tient  is  troubled  with  the  piles ;  for  I 
have  known  one,  in  that  cafe,  bleed  to 
“  death.” 

<!• 

It  would  be  no  difficult  matter,  to 
make  great  objedlions  to  this  method  of 
operating,  even  if  the  one  thing  intended 
by  it  was  neceffary  j  I  mean,  the  extirpa¬ 
tion  of  a  portion  of  the  reiftum  :  this  end 
might,  certainly,  be  obtained  by  eafier 
means :  but,  as  that  is  not  the  cafe,  as 
fuch  extirpation  appears  to  me  to  be  totally 
unneceffiary,  I  ffiall  not  enter  into  it. 

Mr.  Dela  Faye,  a  practitioner  and  wri¬ 
ter  of  eminence  in  France,  and  a  gentle- 

E  4  man 

*  Th  is  is  a  method  of  making  an  iflue,  to  which 
few  people  would  (I  believe)  chufe  to  fubmit :  efpe- 
cially,  if  they  confidei,  that  they  might  have  enjoyed 
all  the  benefit  of  it^  without  any  operation  at  all ; 
merely  by  leaving  their  difeafe  to  nature.  The  fame 
gentleman,  fpeakingof  the  inteftine  rcdlum,  tells  us, 
that  he  once  applied  a  cauftic  lengthways  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  inverted  gut,  to  cure  a  prolapfus  :  and 
adds,  that  it  proved  fuccefsful.  This  I  am  almoft 
forry  for  ;  left  Mr.  Chefelden’s  authority  fliould 
attempt  any  other  perfon  to  make  the  fame  attempt* 
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man  to  whom  the  chiruglc  world  is  much 
indebted,  is  a  warm  patron  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  cutting  away  both  a  part  of  the  in- 
tefline,  and  of  the  fkin  compoling  the 
verge  of  the  anus.  After  the  external  in- 
cihvOn  neceflary  for  letting  out  the  matter 
has  been  made,  he  faya,---“  Si  les  pus  a 
“  fait  un  progres  confiderable  du  cote  de 
**  la  feife,  on  y  fera  une  autre  incifion, 
qui  tombera  perpendiculairement  fur  I’ 
incifion  longitudinale ;  on  coupera  les 
angles  formez  par  ■  ces  incifions,  pour 
rendre  1’  exterieur  ds  la  playe  plus  large 
que  le  fond,  &  pour  panfer  plus  aife- 
ment,”  ‘  If  the  matter  has  extended 

*  itfelf  confiderably  toward  the  buttock, 

*  another  incifion  flaould  be  made,  in  fuch 

*  manner  as  to  crofs  the  former  j  the  an-^- 

*  gles  formed  by  which  incifions  fhould 

*  be  cut  away :  as  well  to  render  the 

*  external  part  of  the  wound  larger  than 

*  the  internal,  as  to  give  room  for  the 
‘  more  convenient  application  of  dreffings 
‘  to  the  fore,’ 

If  Mr.  De  la  Faye  had  ever,  in  his  own 
perfon,  had  the  misfortune  to  experience 
the  incovenienqe  arifing  from  the  lofs  of 

I  ikin 
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fkin  near  to  the  fundament  j  or  had  he  at¬ 
tended  to  that  which  it  produces  to  thofe, 
who  either  from  choice,  or  neceffity,  ride 
or  walk  rhuch,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he 
would  have  been  more  Iparing  of  it. 

For  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  this 
kind  of  incifion  does,  certainly,  render 
the  applications  of  dreffings  more  conve¬ 
nient  j  becaufe  the  wound  is  thereby  confi- 
derably  enlarged ;  but,  as  foon  as  digeftion 
has  foftened  the  edges  of  the  Angle  per¬ 
pendicular  incifion,  that  difference  ceafes  i 
and  the  dreffings  may  be  applied  with 
equal  facility  to  the  one  as  to  the  other. 

After  this  period  is  paff,  the  difference 
between  the  two  is,  indeed,  much  more 
confiderable ;  the  cutting  away  the  angles, 
adding  not  a  little  to  the  length  of  time  re- 
quifite  for  a  cure ;  rendring  the  fore  much 
larger,  and  more  troublefome  j  and  fub- 
jedting  the  patient,  very  often,  to  great 
inconvenience,  arifing  from  the  kind  of 
cicatrix  which  it  neceffarily  produces. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  De  la  Faye,  after  having  defcribed 
the  manner  of  paffing  the  probe,  or  the 
lulcated  director,  in  order  to  make  a  limple 
longitudinal  divilion  of  the  intefline, 
**  adds, — On  ne  fe  cootente  pas  aujourd- 
**  hui  de  couper  la  fiftule  entre  les  deux 
“  extremites  du  ftilet  j  on  fait  une  inci- 
“  fion  qui  renferme  dans  fon  ciruit  ces 
**  deux  extremites  :  et  par  le  moyen  de 
“  laquelle,  en  les  tirant  en  meme  temps, 
“  on  emporte  toute  la  fiftule,  qui  fe  trouve 
“  comme  embrochee  dans  I’anfe  formee 
par  cette  inftrument :  *  on  fait  enfuite 


^  It  might  be  fuppofed,  from  the  manner  in  which 
this  is  delivered,  that  the  method  was  a  modern  in¬ 
vention  :  whereas  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  old 
one.  Guido’s  defcription  of  it  is  as  follows. — 
Penetrances  fiftulae  (fecundum  Rhazin)non  fanan- 
tur,  nifi  cum  ligatione,  et  extraftione  cum  falce. 

Modus  incifionis  cum  falce  eft,  quod  extraha- 
tur  cum  chordula  immiffa  extra  quantum  poffibile 
erit  inteftinum  comprehenfum  per  ipfam  chordu- 
lam;  et  poft  intrornittendum  pofitum  ab  Albucafi 
bene  fcindens  ;  totum  illud,  quod  comprehenfum 
eft  cum  chordula  feindatur ;  ita,  quod  chordula 
expediatur.” 

Guido* 
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a  la  partie  inferieure  de  la  playe,  une 
**  incifion,  qui  fert  comme  de  goutiere  a 
“  la  fuppuration.”  *  The  prefent  pradi- 

*  tioners  do  not  content  themfelves  with 

*  merely  dividing  the  finus ;  but  making 

‘  life  of  the  probe  as  a  kind  of  loop, , 

*  they  pull  the  parts  towards  them ;  and 

*  then,  by  a  free  and  almoft  circular  inci- 

*  fion,  cut  out  the  whole  fiftula;  after 

*  which,  they  make  fuch  an  incifion  in 

*  the 

So  alfo  Brunus,  having  defcribed  the  method  by 
ligature,  goes  on  to  that  by  incifion. 

Operatic  autem  fecundi  modi  eft,  ut  nonftrin-* 
gatur  fpacus  [the  ligature]  ficut  narratum  eft  ad 
incidendas  carnes,  fed  ligentur  tantum  ipfius  ex- 
tremitates  fimul,  et  ut  fit  ifte  fpacus  fortior  et  grof- 
fior  illo  qui  carnes  incidit :  deinde  extende  fpacuni 
cum  una  manuum  tuarum  verfus  exteriora,  etcum 
altera  manu  tua  incide  illas  carnes  quas  funt  inter 
illas  duas  extremitates  fpaci,  cum  inftrumento 
curvae  extremitatis.’’ 

This  is  exaftly,  what  is  now  by  feme  called, 
Cutting  upon  the  Wire;  and  I  have  feen,  in  the 
hands  of  a  very  ingenious  gentlernan,  a  fingle  inftru- 
ment,  very  capable  of  executing  all  this  purpofe ; 
that  is,  of  cutting  out  ten  times  as  much  as  ever  can 
be  necelTary. 

The  fame  account  is  to  be  found  in  Lanfranc, 
Rogerius,  and  moft  of  the  old  writers ;  who,  in 
this,  as  in  moft  other  inftances,  have  done  little  more 
than  merely  copy  each  other. 
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*  the  lower  part,  as  may  beft  ferve  the 
‘  purpofe  of  a  free  difcharge  of  matter. 

This  method,  as  far  as  regards  the 
mere  operation,  is,  certainly,  preferable 
to  that  with  the  forceps  and  fciffars  j  but 
it  produces  the  fame  deffrudlion  of  the 
parts,  and  the  fame  future  inconvenien- 
cies ;  like  that,  it  is  built  upon  a  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  fuch  a  removal  of  parts  is  ne* 
ceflary  toward  a  cure ;  and,  therefore, 
like  that,  ftands  upon  a  fuppofitjon  which 
is  not  true. 

The  fame  gentleman,  in  another  para¬ 
graph,  admits,  that  this  method  of  ope¬ 
rating  is  not  proper  in  certain  circumftan- 
ces :  (which  circumftances  cannot  poffi- 
bly  render  the  difeafe  eafier  of  cure)  j  and 
in  fuch  cafe,  advifes  the  mere  longitudinal 
fedlion  of  the  gut. — “  Neanmoins,  le 
**  canal  fiftuleux  pourroit  etre  fi  profond, 
ou  le  trou  exterieur  de  la  fiflule  dans  un 
“  lieu  de  la  feffe  li  eloigne  du  fondement, 
qu’  en  faifant  I’operation  de  la  maniere 
“  qu’  on  vient  de  .decrire,  on  emporteroit 
une  trop  grande  portion  de  la  fubftance. 

**  En 
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**  Eti  ce  cas  on  ouvre  fur  une  fonde  canelee 
**  la  fiftule  dans  fa  longueur,”  ■©’c.  Never- 

*  thelefs,  the  fiftulous  hollow  may  be  fo 

*  deep,  or  the  external  orifice  in  the  but- 

*  tock  at  fuch  diftance  from  the  anus,  that, 

*  if  the  operation  be  performed  in  the 

*  manner  juft  defcribed,  it  would  occafion 

*  too  large  a  lofs  of  fubftance.  In  this 

*  cafe,  the  finus  muft  be  opened  length- 

*  ways,  by  means  of  a  grooved  diredtor.' 
Mr.  De  la  Faye  does  not,  indeed,  fay,  in 
exprefs  terms,  that  this  longitudinal  divi- 

I 

fion  will  be  fufficient  for  a  cure;  but  I 
will  venture  to  fay  for  him,  that  I  know, 
from  repeated  experience,  that  it  will. 
The  obfervation,  therefore,  which  this 
gentleman  has  made,  concerning  the  loft  ■ 
of  fubftance,  is  not  only  juft,  and  true  in 
itfelf ;  but  it  is  alfo  an  obfervation,  which, 
if  properly  attended  to,  will  lead  to  a 
truth,  which  he  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  fufficiently  apprized  of ;  which  is, 
that  every  operation  of  this  fort,  (that  is, 
every  extirpation  of  parts,)  is  unneceftary, 
and  therefore  wrong.  Large  hollows,  in 
which  confiderable  quantities  of  matter 
have  been  formed ;  whofe  extent,  with 
regard  to  the  inteftine,  is  deep ;  and  whofe 

orifice 
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orifice  is  in  the  buttock,  at  a  difiance 
from  the  anus,  have  always  more  indura¬ 
tion  about  them,  and  difcharge  a  larger 
quantity  of  gleet,  than  thofe  which  are 
fmaller,  more  lhallow,  and  thinner ;  and 
whofe  matter  has  burft  its  way  out,  by  an 
opening  near  to  the  fundament.  If  the 
former  then  are  curable,  by  a  mere  longi¬ 
tudinal  divifion  of  the  inteftine,  without 
excifion,  which  Mr.  De  la  Faye,  by  his 
prefcription,  in  fome  meafure  allows  j 
(and  which  is  a  truth  beyond  contradidlion 
or  conteft)  furely  extirpation  mufi  be  un- 
necelTary  in  the  latter.  It  can  hardly  be 
fuppofed,  that  nature  will  be  able  to  do 
more  in  cafes  attended  with  increafed  dif¬ 
ficulties,  and  impediments,  than  in  thofe 
where  every  circumftance  is  more  favour¬ 
able,  every  hindrance  lefs.  And  yet, 
whoever  cuts  away  a  portion  of  the  inte- 
ftinc  in  the  latter;  and  omitting,  or  not 
performing,  fuch  operation  in  the  former, 
finds,  that  they  will  do  well  without  it, 

mufi  reafon  in  that  manner,  and  fliut  his 

« 

eyes  againfi  convidlion. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  De  la  Faye  is,  indeed,  fenfible  of 
the  ill  confequences,  which  fuch  treat” 
ment  produces,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
guard  againft  them  as  well  as  he  can ;  but 
whoever  has  been  fo  unfortunate,  as  to 
have  been  fo  treated,  knows,  that  all  thefe 
precautions  are,  in  general,  ineffed:ual: 

his  words  are, - “  Lorfqu’on  a  coupe 

“  dans  I’operation  une  portion  confide- 
rable  du  bord  de  I’anus,  &  que  les  chairs 
“  commencent  a  remplir  le  vuide,  il  faut 
“  mettre  dans  i’ouverture  de  cette  partie 
une  tente,  un  peu  courte,  qui  en  empe- 
chant  le  retrecilTement  lui  conferve  foil 
“  diametre,”-—  *  When  a  confiderable 

*  portion  of  the  verge  of  the  anus  has 
‘  been  cut  away  in  the  operation,  and  new 

*  delh  begins  to  fill  up  the  void  fpace,  a 

*  fliort  tent  Uiould  be  introduced  into  the 

\ 

‘  part,  in  order  to  hinder  the  fundament 

*  from  contradiing  in  its  diameter — but 
which  it  will  often  do,  in  Ipite  of  all  the 
tents  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Le  Dran,  a  writer  and  pradlltioner 
■  of  confiderable  figure  in  Paris,  and  whofe 
works  have  been  tranflated  into  Engliih 

^  I  by 
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by  Mr.  Gataker,  is  very  particular  with 
regard  to  this  difeafe,  and  the  method  of 
treating  it  •,  and  is  alfo  an  advocate  for 
this  exfcinding  fcheme,  even  more  than 
Mr.  De  la  Faye. 


This  gentleman  ufes  the  term  fiftula, 
without  any  regard  to  the  date  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  or  any  attending  circumftances,  ex¬ 
cept  the  common  and  almoft  necelTary  ap¬ 
pearances,  when  an  abfcefs  of  this  kind  has 
been  fuffered  to  burft,  viz.  a  fmall  orifice, 
fome  degree  of  induration,  and  a  difcharge 
of  faecal  matter :  all  which  are  circumftan- 
ces,  that  neceflarily  accompany  every  ab¬ 
fcefs  formed  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  and 
piercing,  the  re£tum  :  and  this,  at  the  very 
firft  hour,  full  as  much  as  at  any  time  af¬ 
ter.  So  that,  according  to  this  manner  of 
ufing  the  term,  an  abfcefs  fo  circumftan- 
ced,  and  a  fiftula,  are  fynonimous :  which, 
lapprehend,  cannot  be,  without  confound¬ 
ing  together  two  things  materially  and  ef- 
fentially  different  from  each  other.  He 
fays, —  -“  Je  vois  un  petit  trou  a  cote  de 
Tanus,  je  fens  des  callofites  autour,  et  je 
“  vois  forth  par  ce  trou  une  alfez  grande 
quantite  de  pus;  je  conclus  que  c  eft  une 

“  fiiftule 
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fiftule  qui  peut-etre  interefTe  Tinteftm 
redtum.  Je  vois  fortir  par  ce'  trou  uii 

j**  ^ 

“  peu  de  matiere  uercorale  delayee  j  ou 
biea  le  malade  me  dit,  qu’il  en  forte 

f 

**  quelquefois  ;  je  ne  doute'  plus  que  le 
“  boyau  ne  foit  perce ;  et  je  dis  que  c’ed: 
**  un  fiftule  complette.” — ‘  When  I  fee  a 
‘  fmall  orifice  by  the  fide  of  the  anus,  and 

*  perceive  a  hardnefs  round  about  it,  and 

*  find  that  itdifcharges  a  large  quantity  of 
‘  matter,  I  conclude,  that  it  is  a  fiftula, 

*  which,  moft  probably,  afledts  the  reftum. 

*  When  I  find  fomething;  like  faeces  dif- 

O 

‘  charged  from  this  orifice,  or  mixed  with 
^  what  is  difcharged  from  it  j  or  the  pa- 
‘  tient  informs  me,  that  fuch  kind  of  dif- 
‘  charge  is  made  I  call  the  difeafe  a  com- 
‘  plete  fiftula.’ — This  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
general  cuftom  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  difeafe,  in  the  ftate  Mr,  Le  Dran  has 
defcribed  it,  rnav  have  no  one  true  charac- 
teriftic  of  a  fiftula  ;  nor  require  any  of  that 
treatment,  which  is  faid  to  be  ueceftitry 
and  proper  in  fuch  cafe.  A  matter  of  great 
confequence  to  the  patient. 

In,  the  operative  part  of  the  treatment  of 
the  difeafe,  Mr.  Le  Dran  warmly  efpoufes 

f'  the 
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the  free  removal,  or  extirpation  of  parts.— 
**  S’  ii  ne  I’eft  que  d’une  cote,  il  faut  em- 
**  porter  ce  qui  eft  denue ;  certain  que  ft 
**  1’  on  le  laifle,  la  playe  reftera  fiftuleufe  | 
“  et  qui  ft  Ton  fe  contente  de  le  fendre, 
les  deux  lambeaux  flottans  dans  la  playe 
rendront  les  panfemens  tres  difftciles,  et 
meme  la  playe  fiftuleufe.” — ‘  If  the  dif- 

*  eafe  be  on  one  fide  only,  ail  that  part  of 
‘  the  inteftine,  which  is  laid  bare  by  the 

*  matter,  ought  to  be  cut  away ;  becaufe, 

*  it  is  certain,  that  if  fuch  part  be  left  in 

*  the  wound,  it  will  become  fiftulous  j  and 
‘  that,  if  we  only  make  a  ftmple  divifion, 
‘  the  divided  lips  will  hang  loofe  and  ftoat- 

*  ing  in  the  wound ;  will  render  the  appli- 
®  cation  of  drefftngs  difficult,  and  make 

the  fore  fiftulous.’ 

Th  ESE  are  Mr.  Le  Dran’s  words  and 
fentiments :  and  this  the  method  of  prac¬ 
tice,  which  is  taught,  and  followed  by  the 
majority. 

* 

That  fome  fmall  part  of  this  procefs 
may  be  neceffary  in  the  true,  old,  callous, 
fiftulous  fore,  I  do  not  deny ;  (though  not 
even  then,  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  above 

diredlion) 


direilion)  but  that  the  whole  of  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  unnecelTary  in  the  recent  abfcefs,  I 
can,  from  repeated  experience,  venture  to 
affirm.  That  mere  divifion  of  the  naked 
inteftine  (if  fuch  divifion  be  dreffed  proper¬ 
ly)  will  not  render  a  linus  fiftulous,  which 
was  not  fo  before,  is  a  truth  as  clear  as  any 
in  Euclid  j  and,  indeed;  it  is  to  me  matter 

of  wonder,  how  fuch  opinion  could  ever  be 
embraced.-  The  divifion  of  the  intedine,  • 
by  laying  the  cavity  of  the  linus  open,  de- 
ilroys  orremoves  the  principal  circumftancc 
which  can  make  fuch  a  cafe  refemble  a 
hliula  j  by  converting  a  hollow  finous  ul¬ 
cer  into  an  open  one  :  and  with  regard  to 

the  other  charafteriftic,  induration,  certain 

/ 

it  is,  that  if  the  knife  does  not  find  the 
parts  hard,  it  cannot  poffibly  make  them 
fo  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  puts  them  under  a 
neceffity  of  undergoing  fuch  a  degree  of 
fuppuration,  as,  if  properly  managed,  will 
prove  the  cure  of  that  very  induration. 

Mr.  Le  Dran  fays,  “  That  the  lips  of 
“  the  wound  will  hang  floating  ;  will  ren- 
“  der  the  dreffings  difficult,  and  the  fore 
“  fiftulous.”  I  think,  I  underftand  what 
Mr.  Le  Dran  means :  the  tumid  lips  of  the 

F  2  recently- 
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recently- made  incifion,  will,  certainly,  be 
a  hindrance  to  the  cramming  in  a  quantity 
of  dreffings ;  and  fuch  attempts  will,  as  cer¬ 
tainly,  increafe  the  tumefadfion  and  hard- 
nefs ;  and,  if  perlifted  in,  with  the  help  of 
a  little  efcharotic,  may  bid  fair  for  produ¬ 
cing  a  callous  fore :  but  all  this  lies  at  the 
door  of  the  furgeon,  and  not  of  the  cafe : 
all  this  is  unneceifary,  improper,  and  per¬ 
nicious.  I  cannot,  under  fuch  treatment  as 
I  would  call  good  furgery,  conceive  the  tu- 
mefadlion,  and  inflamed  ftate  of  the  lips  of 
the  divided  gut  to  remain  more  than  a  few: 
days  j  during  which  time,  it  mufl  be  the 
bufinefs  of  art  to  appeafe,  relax,  and  pro¬ 
duce  fuppuration  j  which,  if  properly  exe¬ 
cuted,  will  infallibly  prevent  all  tendency 
towards  a  fiflulous  fore,  inftead  of  produ¬ 
cing  one. 


Th  AT  the  lips  of  the  wound  in  the  rec¬ 
tum  will  not  feparate  from  each  other,  -in 
fuch  manner  as  to  admit  a  large  quantity 
of  lint ;  and  that  the  membranous  ftrudlure 
of  the  part  will  render  fuch  lips  large,  and 
fubjed  to  inflammation,  until  fome  degree 
of  fuppuration  comes  on,  is  beyond  all 
doubt  j  but  neither  of  thefe  are  reafons  for 

extirpation  : 
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extirpation  :  for  the  inflammation  will  be 
full  as  high  where  a  piece  is  cut  out,  as 
where  the  part  is  merely  divided,  and  all 
the  fymptoms  of  pain  and  uneafinefs  full  as 
great,  if  not  greater  :  and  with  regard  to 
the  impradlicability  of  putting  in  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  drefling,  I  repeat,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  neceflary ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  wrong,  and  tends  only  to  mifehief.  A 
dofiil  or  two  of  flne  lint  ibould,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  inciflon  is  made,  be  placed 
between  the  divided  lips,  by  pafling  them 
from  the  cavity  of  the  redtum,  laterallyinto 
the  cavity  of  what  before  fuch  divifion  was 
the  fin  us  :  thefe  fliould  not  be  removed, 
until  either  the  beginning  fuppuration,  or 
the  neceflary  adlion  of  the  gut  in  going  to 
ftool,  throws  them  out  j  when  their  place 
fliould  be  fupplied  with  others  of  equal 
flze,  imbued  with  an  eafy  foft  digeflive. 


If  the  patient  be  in  health,  the  lips  of 
this  wound,  like  thofe  in  all  other  mera- 
branous  parts,  after  they  have  been  crude, 
tumid,  and  inflamed,  and  have,  for  a  few 
days,  difeharged  a  thin,  difcoloured  kind 
of  gleet,  will  begin  to  fuppurate ;  if  fuch 
fuppuration  be  by  proper,  that  is,  by  foft, 

F  3  gentle 
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gentle  treatment,  encouraged,  not  only  tljc 
tumefaction  and  inflammatory  hardnefs 
brought  on  by  the  incifion,  will  foon  fub- 
fldc  and  dilappear ;  but  alfo  all  the  indu¬ 
ration,  which  attended  the  Anus  before  it 
was  laid  open. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  patient’s  ha¬ 
bit  be  bad,  and  no  fuch  inflammatory  tu¬ 
mefaction  fucceed  to  the  incifion  :  but  in- 
flead  of  it,  the  lips  of  the  wound  are  foft, 
flabby,  and  inclining  to  be  livid,  the  cafe 
has,  undoubtedly,  an  unpromiling  appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  the  remedy  is  not  chirurgical ; 
removal  of  parts  will  not  remove,  or  amend 
this  flate  of  the  fore,  or  at  all  leflfen  the 
hazard  ariflng  from  it ;  it  may,  indeed, 
render  the  introduction  of  drefTings  fome- 
what  more  eafy  j  but  it  neither  will,  nor 
can,  make  fuch  dreflings  at  all  more  effec¬ 
tual,  or  more  conducive  to  the  one  end 
which  ought  to  be  purfued. 

In  fuch  cafe,  the  remedy  mufl  be  an  in- 
ternal  onei  and  whoever  depends  upon  ex¬ 
ternals,  wdll  give  his  patient  much  unne- 
ceflary  trouble,  and  only  wafte  his  time. 


The 
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The  truth  is,  this  dodlrinfe  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  cutting  out  a  portion  of  the  in- 
teftine,  (though  it  is  as  old,  or,  perhaps^ 
older  than  Celfus  is  almoft  a  necelfary 
confequence  of  the  manner,  in  which 
thefe  fores,  (upon  a  fuppofition  of  their 
being  liftulous)  almofl:  alv/ays  have  been, 
and  do  flill  continue  to  be,  generally 
treated.— -I  mean,  the  cuflom  of  cram¬ 
ming  them  full  of  lint ;  and  of  charging 
that  lint  with  medicines,  which,  though 
ufed  under  more  gentle  appellations,  are 
really  efcharotics.  Upon  this  plan,  I  am 
willing  to  allow,  that  the  lips  of  the  di¬ 
vided  inteftine  will  be  in  the  way  $  and 
prove  a  conliderable  impediment  in  the 
introdudfion  of  fuch  dreffings  j  and  I  will 
alfo  allow,  that  by  means  of  fuch  medi- 
cines,  the  whole  wound  will  be  irritated, 
inflamed,  and  hardned ;  and  fo  far  wear 
the  appearance  of  being  fiftulous,  as  nei- 

F  4  ther 

*  ‘  In  haec  genera  demilTo  fpecillo,  duabus  lineis 
‘  incidenda  cutis  eft,  ut  media  inter  eas  habenula 
‘  tenuis  admodum  injiciatur,  ne  protinus  ora  coeant, 

‘  fitque locus aliquislinimcntis,  quae  quampaucillima 
*  fuperinjiciendafunt,  omniaque  eodem  modo  faclen- 
‘  da,  quae  in  abfceiTibus  pofita  funt.”  Ceisus, 
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ther  to  yield  good  matter,  nor  be  difpofed 
to  heal ;  at  leaft,  not  till  nature  has  got 
the  better  of  the  furgeon. 

What  Mr.  Le  Dran  fays,  in  another 
paragraph  of  the  fame  tradf,  may  ferve  to 
Ibrengthen  what  L  have  afferted,— S’il 
eft  denue  des  deux  cotes,  il  faiit  pour 
“  le  conferver,  faire  a  1’  autre  fefle  une 
“  contrc-ouverture,  pres  de  la,  &  la  faire 
V  aftez  longue  pour  pouvoir  panfer  com- 
**  modement;  puis  ecouter  ce  que  la  na- 
“  ture  fera  pour  lui.” — ‘  It  the  gut  be 

*  denuded  on  both  ft  des,  a  counter-open^ 

*  ing  thould  be  made  on  the  other  fide, 

*  long  enough  to  permit,  conveniently, 
‘  the  application  of  dreflings  j  and  then 
‘  we  thould  wait,  and  fee  what  nature 
‘  will  do  toward  afiifting  the  patient.’ 


A  VERY  important  piece  of  advice  this  j 
worth  all  the  diredtions  for  the  extirpation 
of  parts  j  and  which,  if  timely  and  duly 
attended  to,  will,  generally,  render  aU  fuch 
diredlions  quite  unneceifary. 

I  T  is,  indeed,  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  the  farpe  gentleman  fiiould  give  the 

above- 
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above  very  excellent  advice  ;  and,  almoft: 
in  the  fame  breath,  add,  what  follows.-— 
“  S’  il  eft  denue  exadtement  dans  toute  fa 
“  circonfercnce,  &  que  fon  depouillement 
“  ne  s’etend  pas  plus  haut  que  les  releveurs 
de  r  anus,  il  faut  emporter  tout  ce  qui 
“  eft  denue.”"— ‘  If  the  inteftine  be  bared 

♦  by  the  matter  all  round,  and  this  denu- 

♦  dation  does  not  extend  above  the  levato- 

♦  res  ani,  all  that  part  which  is  fo  bared, 

♦  fhould  be  extirpated.’  That  is,  the  whole 
verge  of  the  anus :  all  that  part  which  is  fo 
formed  by  nature,  as,  by  its  relaxation,  to 
permit  the  largeft,  and  moft  folid,  ftool,  to 
pafs  out  j  and,  by  its  coiiftridlion,  to  de¬ 
tain  and  keep  in,  for  a  while,  the  moft 
fluid,  fharp,  and  ftimulating  one  :  all  that 
part,  which,  when  deftroyed  or  removed, 
not  only  never  can  be  renewed,  but  never 
can  have  its  place  fupplied,  nor  its  office 
properly  executed  by  what  muft  fuccecd  to 
it:  furely  it  may,  with  great  juftice,  be 
faid,  that  the  laft  ftate  of  a  man  in  thefe 
circumftances  is  worfe  than  the  flrft ;  and 
that  his  remedy  proves  a  moft  afflidling 
difeafe.* 

Pre- 

*  In  the  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy,  is  a  cafe 
®f  this  kind,  related  by  Mr.  Faget.  The  patient  had 

an 


Prejudice  often  prevents  us  from 
feeing  truth,  though  it  ftands  before  us : 
for  Mr.  Le  Dran,  though  he  fo  flrongly 

re- 


an  abfcefs  on  each  fide  of  the  re6lum  ;  which ,  before 
Mr.  Faget  faw  it,  had  been  opened  wi|hout  meddling 
with  the  gut. 

The  two  abfcefles  communicated  by  a  hollow  or 
finus  under  the  os  coccygis  ;  the  depth  in  all  the  up¬ 
per  part  is  defcribed  to  be  about  two  inches,  but  in 
the  perineum  the  fkin  only  was  feparated  ;  that  is^ 
the  hollow  was  quite  fuperficial.  After  five  months 
attendance,  during  which  time  the  redlum  was  never 
divided,  the  patient  was  brought  to  Paris  ;  where,  in 
a  confultatioii  between  the  MefHeurs  Fao-et  and  Bou- 

O 

don,  it  v/as  agreed,  that  the  only  method  of  obtain-, 
ing  a  cure,  muft  be  by  extirpating,  or  cutting  away 
the  whole  extremity  of  the  inteftine,  as  deep  as  it 
was  laid  bare  ;  which  operation  is  thus  defcribed. — 
Je  per^ai  d’  abord  le  re6lum  de  droit  a  gauche, 
avec  un  gros  ftilet ;  avec  lequel  je  fis  Panfe,  |e 
commensal  a  couper  le  lambeau  de  peau  qui  tenoit 
au  coccyx,  &  je  continual  tout  le  long  d’ attache 
des  mufcles  releveurs  jufqu’  a  la  parte  moyenne  du 
perinee,  ou  il  y  avoit  beaucoup  de  durete,  &  de 
callofitez,  que  j’  emportai ;  je  panfai  la  playe  avec 
un  gros  bourdoanet,  &  des  lambeaux  de  linge  trem-. 
pes  dans  I’eau  alumineufe,  le  tout  foutenu  par  plu- 
fieurs  comprefTes  &  un  bandage  convenable,  &c/^ 
Mr.  Faget  fays,  that  the  patient  was  fix  months  longer 
in  getting  well.  To  which,  I  muft  take  the  liberty 
of  adding,  that  he  was  much  more  fortunate,  than 

fome 
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recommends  the  extirpation  of  a  portion 
of  the  inteftine,  yet  has  made  the  fame  ob- 
fervation  on  thofe  fiftula;  which  run  too 
high  for  extirpation,  as  Mr.  De  la  Faye  : 
he  has  veryjuilly  remarked,  that  they  will 
do  well  without  fuch  operation  :  and  has 
given  fo  good,  and  fo  true  an  account  of 
the  matter,  that  it  is  amazing  he  fhould  not 
fee,  that  the  fame  method,  both  of  reafon- 
ing  and  of  adting,  was  equally  applicable 
to  both  cafes  j  that  is,  to  thofe  hftulte 
which  do  not  extend  fo  high,  as  well  as  to 

thofe 


fome  whom  I  have  feen  under  the  fame  treatment. 
The  relator,  in  the  reft  of  the  memoir,  endeavours  to 
explain  the  method  by  which  the  new  anus  became 
capable  of  executing  the  oiHce  of  the  old  one;  and 
very  juftly  feems  to  wonder,  why  the  furgeon,  who 
firft  had  the  care  of  the  patient,  and  who  firft  opened 
the  abfcefles,  did  not  divide  the  reftum  in  each  of 
them.  Mr.  Faget’s  furprize,  and  his  cenfure  on  the 
operator,  are  certainly  well  founded  :  but  I  muft  own 
that  it  feems  to  me  to  be  full  as  extraordinary,  that  he, 
who  faw  the  propriety  of  its  having  been  done  before, 
fhould  not,  at  leaft,  try  what  it  would  do  afterward. 
If  this  experiment  had  been  made,  and  the  cafe  pro¬ 
perly  conduced,  I  make  little  doubt  that  the  patient 
might  have  been  cured  without  the  lofs  of  his  fun¬ 
dament.  A  lofs,  which,  though  poflibly  in  youth 
and  health  he  might  not  be  fo  fenfible  of  as  to  alarm 
him ;  yet  in  age,  or  a  ftate  of  debility,  muft  prove  a 
very  grievous  one* 
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tliofe  which  do  :  he  fays,— “  On  trouve 
**  fouvent  des  hnus  qui  montent  fort  haut 
le  long  du  redluin  ;  &  mcme  vers  la  vef- 
**  ficy  dans  la  tilfu  cellulaire  qui  entoiirc 
**  ces  parties  :  finus  qui  femblent  devoir 
rendre  ces  maladies  incurables,  parce- 
**  qu’ils  vont  plus  haut  que  ie  doigt  nc 
“  peut  aller,  Mais  I’experience  m’  appris 
“  que  ces  finus  fe  remplilTerent  prefquc 
toujours  dans  les  fix  premiers  jours — ou 
pour  parler  plus  jufi:ement,  que  Ics 
**  chairs  fe  rapprocherent,,  n’ayant  etes  qu’ 
ecartes  par  Ie  pus,  &  non  fondues."— 

*  Sometimes  we  meet  with  finulTes,  which  - 

*  run  fo  high  in  the  tela  cellulofa,  along'thc 

*  red:um,  and  up  toward  the  bladder,  that 

*  one  would  be  inclined  to  believe  them  to, 

*  be  incurable,  from  their  being  beyond 

*  the  reach  of  the  finger  but  I  have 

‘  learned 

It  is  hardly  decent  for  a  furgeon  to  fay  it ;  but 
1  am  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  this  circumftance 
of  the  finus  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  finger,  is 
the  very  individual  one,  on  which  the  expedition  of 
the  cure  (that  is,  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time,  in  which 
Mr,  Le  Dran  fays,  that  he  finds  thefe  cavities  filled 
wp)  dc^pends.  For  if  they  were  within  the  reach  of 
the  finger  of  an  operator,  who  thinks  as  this  gentle¬ 
man  writes,  he  would  immediately  go  to  work  with 

his  inftruments  s  and  if  he  did  nothing  worfe,  muft 

necefiarilv 


*  learned  from  experience,  that  theic 
‘  finufes  fill  up  within  the  firfl:  fix  dajs. 
«  — Or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  that  the 

*  membranes, 

necelTarily  prolong. — It  has  always  been  a  very  ge¬ 
nerally  received  opinion,  that  if  the  hollow  of  the 
finus  be  higher  than  a  finger  in  ano  can  reach,  all 
chirargic  operation  is  fruitlefs..  There  is  hardly  an 
author  ancient  or  modern,  who  has  not  inculcated 
this  doflrine,  though  daily  experience  might  have 
convinced  them  of  its  falfhood. 

Among  the  reft,  Heifter  has  given  us  his  opiniosi 
on  this  fubjeii,  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner  : — Et 
fane  nifi  digitus,  in  anum  depreffus,  fiftulae  os  at- 
tingere  valet,  verum  illud  adhuc  profundiusiatet^ 
fine  vitae  periculo,  ob  metum  laedendarum  vena- 
rum  rnajorum,  feclib  inftitui  acquit  ;  adeoque 
tunc  parum  plerumque,  imo  vero  nihil  omnino 
chirurgi  artificia  proficiunt,  &c,” 

This,  which,  as  I  haveobferved  before,  is  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  all  our  writers,  has  always  flood  upon  the 
fame  principle,  viz.  the  fear  of  haemorrhage ;  and 
all  the  propagators  of  it  have  always  fuppofed,  that 
nothing  but  a  divifion  of  the  whole  finus  could  pofll- 
bly  produce  a  cure;  which  fuppofition  is,  by  no 
means,  true. 

When  the  cafe  is  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  the  length  of  the  finus  muft  be  propor- 
tioned  to  the  diftance  of  the  feat  of  fuch  abfeefs  from 
its  external  orifice  :  this  is  fometimes  confiderable, 
quite  out  of  the  reach  of  the  finger  in  ano  ;  but  it 
does,  by  no  means,  follow,  that  either  this  finus  nuifl 
be  divided  through  its  v/hole  length  ;  or  that  the  dif- 
eafe  cannot  be  cured  ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is  bet- 
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*  membranes,  which  have  been  only  fe- 

*  parated,  and  not  diflblved,  by  the  mat- 
‘  ter,  again  approach  each  other.’ — 

Can 

ter  not  to  meddle  with  it  at  all.  Frequent  experience 
proves  the  contrary.  If  all  that  part  of  it,  which  is 
within  the  reach  of  the  finger  in  ano,  (that  is,  all 
that  part  of  it  which  is  principally  affected  by  the 
a£fion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  anus  and  redfum)  be  fair¬ 
ly  divided;  if  the  v/ound,  fo  made,  be  drefied  in  fuch 
manner,  as  to  produce  no  inflammatory  irritation  ; 
if  it  be  not  frequently  poked  into,  and  examined  ;  and 
the  patient’s  habit  be  properly  taken  care  of,  the 
length  of  the  finus  will  add  very  little  to  the  difficulty 
attending  the  cure  ;  all  that  is  out  of  reach  will  col- 
lapfc  and  heal  ;  and  the  cafe  will  very  foon  be  exailly 
the  fame,  as  if  the  whole  hollow  was  within  the  fin¬ 
ger’s  length. 

The  probability  of  an  haemorrhage  from  the  large 
veflels  about  the  upper  part  of  the  redlum,  is  a  thing 
\vhich  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  avoided,  as  it  might 
sive  a  o-reat  deal  of  trouble,  and  create  fome  hazard  ; 
but  the  operation,  which  would  induce  fuch  appre- 
henfion,  being  quite  unneceflary,  this  rifque  is  out  of 
the  queftion. 

The  laft-men’tioned  author  (Heifter)  although  in 
general  a  very  exa£f  and  careful  writer,  feems,  in  his 
obfervations  on  this  complaint,  rather  to  have  copied 
what  our  predeceflbrs  have  written  on  it,  than  to 
have  given  us  what  his  own  experience  might  have 
furnilhed  him  with  :  the  latter  would  have  convinced 
him,  that  all  his  preparation  by  bleeding,  purging, 
(^'c.  before  the  operation,  is  quite  unnccelTary ;  that 

the 


(  95  ) 


Can  any  man  give  a  more  rational,  or 
more  true  account  of  this  matter  j  or  pro¬ 
duce  a  llronger  argument  againft  cutting 
out  a  part  of  the  inteftine  ?  The  operator’s 
finger  cannot  reach  the  upper  part  of  the 
finus,  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  extirpate : 
but  finufes,  which,  by  being  out  of  reach, 
cannot  be  extirpated,  do  well  without  it, 
merely  by  the  help  of  nature  ;  who,  when/ 
the  matter  is  difcharged,  and  fuch  an  open¬ 
ing  made,  as  prevents  any  future  lodgment, 
brings  the  fides  of  the  cavity  together,  and 
endeavours  thereby  to  obliterate  it.  It  is 
true,  that  fire  can,  but  feldom,  accomplifb 
this  end  entirely  ;  I  mean,  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  the  finus  j  'the  lower  part 
generally  remaining  open,  tho’  contrafted 
to  narrow  compafs  :  this  it  is,  mod  fre¬ 
quently,  abfolutely  necefiary  to  divide,  in. 
order  to  obtain  a  cure ;  but  that  part  of  tlie 
faid  finus,  (if  there  be  any)  w'hich  is  out  of 

the 

the  blind  fiftiilje  are  very  little,  if  at  all,  more  diffi¬ 
cult  of  cure  than  the  open  ones ;  and  that  the  difeafe, 
in  queftion,  admits  of  being  treated,  and  cured  in 
pregnant  women,  as  perfedly  and  as  eafilyas  in  thofe 
who  are  not  fo.  HPhe  contrary  dodfrines  arc,  certain¬ 
ly,  no  rules  of  good  praftice,  however  venerable  they 
snay  be  from  their  antiquity. 
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the  reach  of  the  inftrument  guided  by  the 
finger  in  ano,  is  not  a  matter  of  that  con- 
fequence,  which  It  is  fuppofed  to  be.  If  the 
lower  part,  or  what  is  fairly  within  reach, 
bedivided,  fuchdivifion  will,  in  mofi:  cafes 
which  are  curable  at  all,  be  fully  fufficient 
for  a  cure,  as  I  have  often  and  often  expe¬ 
rienced.  I  know  that  this  is  contrary  to 
the  generally-received  dodlrine;  but  I  know 
it  is  true  j  and  am  much  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  fuppofition  of  the  necefiityof 
laying  open  the  whole  fin  us,  however  deep 
it  may  run,  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
fatigue  and  hazard  which  many  people 
have  unneceflarily  undergone  in  this  dif- 
eafe  :  it  has  occafioned  fuch  poking  with 
long  probes,  and  fuch  cramming  in  of  tents 
and  drefiings,  as  have  proved  extremely 
pernicious,  and  brought  on  fymptoms  and 
trouble,  which  would  not  have  attended 
the  fame  cafes  under  other  management. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done  with 
this  part  of  my  fubjedl.  As  I  have  given 
my  opinion  fo  freely,  concerning  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  excifion,  a  reprefentation  of  the  in¬ 
conveniences  likely  to  arife  from  it,  might, 

from  me,  be  thought  to  be  an  exaggera¬ 
tion  : 
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tion  :  I  (hall,  therefore,  take  the  liberty, 
once  more,  to  quote  Mr.  Le  Dran  ;  who, 
conlidered  as  a  patron  of  the  prailice,  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  to  overcharge  it.  He  fays, 
— Cette  grande  playe  fera  dans  les  com- 
“  mencemens  pancee  comme  les  autres ; 
“  mais  quand  les  chairs  commencent  a  fe 

“  rapprocher  elle  dcmande  des  attentions 
particulieres ;  fans  lefquelles,  i’anus  de- 
“  viendroit  fi  etroit  que  les  excremens  ne 
“  pourroyent  y  paffer  ;  pour  peu  qu’ils  ont 
“  de  confiftence.  II  faut  done  alors  metre 
“  jufque  dans  le  reilum  une  tente  de  linge, 
“  liffe,  affez  longue,  &  affez  grofle,  pour 
“  entretenir  le  paffage.  II  faut  meme  fur  le 
“  fin,  fupplier  a  cette  tente,  par  une  efpece 
“  de  fuppofitoire  d’  y voire,  perce  en  forme 
“  de  cannule  ;  &  avoir  foin  de  la  bien  af- 
fujettir  par  la  bandage,  a  fin  qu’elle  ne 
**  forte  pas.  La  cicatrice  etant  faite,  il 
faudra  que  le  malade  porte  cette  fuppo- 
“  fitoire  encore  pres  d’un  an  j  fans  quoi  la 
“  cicatrice  ferreroit  i’  anusde  plus  en  plus.” 

• — ‘  This  large  wound  fiiould,  at  the  firft, 

*  be  dreffed  like  any  other  but  when  the 
‘  fides  begin  to  approach  each  other,  it 

*  will  then  demand  particular  attention, 

‘  left  the  fundament  fhould  become  fo 

G  ‘  contraded. 
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^  contradled,  that  the  faeces,  if  they  be  at 
‘  all  hard, cannotbeexpelled.  Therefore,  in 

*  order  to  keep  the  paflage  of  a  proper  fize, 

‘  a  fmooth  tent  made  of  linen  fhould  be 

*  introduced ;  which  tent  Ihould  be  of  fuch 

*  a  fize  and  length,  as  to  ferve  the  purpofe 

*  forwhich  it  is  intended.  Toward  theclofe 

*  of  the  cure,  in  the  place  of  this,  an  ivory 

*  fuppofitory,  made  in  the  form  of  a  can- 

*  nula,  muft  be  fubfiituted,  and  kept  con- 

*  fiiantly  in,  by  means  of  a  proper  bandage. 

*  Which  fuppofitory  mufl:  be  worn  for  near 

*  a  year  after  the  fore  is  perfeftly  healed  j 
•*  otherwile  the  cicatrix  will  contradt  the 

*  anus  ftill  more  and  more  every  day.”* 

This  is  what  is  called  cutting  for  a  fif- 
tula :  this  is  the  operation,  which  theyj, 
who  have  undergone  it,  do  fo  pathetically 
defcribe  and  lament ;  and  what  they,  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  afihdted  with  the 
difeafe,  do  (from  the  account  of  others)  fo 
fearfully  dread.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  the 

fandlion 

To  which  he  might  have  added,  that  when  all 
this  is  done,  and  every  precaution  of  this  kind  ufed, 
the  patient  will  always  find  it  difficult  and  painful, 
and  fometimes  abTolutely  impoffible  to  retain  a  loofe 
ftool. — An  evil  ftill  greater  than  the  trouble  of 
pelling  a  hard  one. 
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fanftion  of  feveral  eminent  writers ;  that 
it  is  pradlifed  by  many  furgeons  j  and  that 
it  is  recommended  and  exhibited  by  anato- 
tomico-chirurgical  teachers  j  but  notwith- 
flanding  thefe  authorities,  I  thall  not  fcru- 
ple  to  fay,  that  it  is  cruel,  unneceffary  and 
wrong. 

Th  AT,  by  thefe  means,  abfceffes  juxta 
anum,  and  fiftulas  in  ano,  (as  they  are  cal¬ 
led)  are  cured,  I  make  no  doubt ;  nay,  I 
know  that  they  are  :  but  I  alfo  know  from 
repeated  experience,  that  they  are  curable 
by  means,  which  are  more  expeditious, 
more  eafy,  and  neither  hazardous  in  the 
ufe,  nor  produdlive  of  evil  in  the  event.  I 
mean,  by  mere  iimple  divifion  of  all  that 
part  of  the  linus  which  is  within  reach  j 
by  foft,  gentle  treatment  of  the  fore  after 
fuch  operation ;  and  by  proper  care  of  the 
habit.* 

\ 

G  2  The 


*  When  the  habit  is  out  of.order,  as  it  moft  fre- 

quently  is  in  perfons  afflifled  with  this  diforder,  if  re- 

>  • 

courfe  be  not  had  to  internals,  the  furgeon  will  gain 
little  ground.  This  is  a  circumftance  which  ought 
always  to  be  attended  to  ;  and  it  is,  in  fome  meafure, 
owing  to  a  want  of  due  regard  to  it,  that  we  find^ 

fuch 
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The  haemorrhage,  (to  fay  nothing  of  the 
pain)  which  now  and  then  attends  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  a  large  piece  of  the  inteftine 
and  fundament,  is  alarming,  both  to  weak 
minds,  and  to  weak  bodies  >  and  the  in¬ 
conveniences 

fiich  a  farrago  of  different  dreffings ;  fuch  remedies 
for  fungous,  for  foul,,  for  callous  fores,  &c.  Thefe 
difeafed  appearances  and  circumftances  moft  fre¬ 
quently  proceed  from  diforders  in  the  habit ;  and  if 
that  be  not  corredled,  the  fame  appearances  will  coa- 
tinue,  notwithftanding  all  our  efcharotics,  detergents^ 
digeftives,  incarnatives, 

In  cold,  debauched,  lax,  or  fluggifh  habits,  if  the 
patient  be  not  warmed  by  aromatics^  and  braced  by 
the  bark,  thefe  cafes  will  often  prove  tedious  and 
troublefome. 

From  the  mduration  of  the  parts  about:  from  the 
face  and  color  of  the  fore  y.  and  from  the  difcoloured 
gleety  difcharge,  callofity,  latent  mifchief,  and  un- 
difcovered  fmufes  will  be  fufpedled  ;  whereas,  in? 
truth,  neither  one  nor  the  other  are  the  caufe  of  fuch 
difeafed  appearances-  The  adminihration  of  proper 
remedies  will,  moft  commonly,  in  a  few  days,  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  an  alteration as  the  whole  art  of  furgery 
eould  not  (by  mere  externals)  bring  about  in  as  many 
weeks,  if  at  alL  Many  and  many  a  fore  of  this  kind 
have  I  feen  brought  into  the  hofpital,  which  has  had 
all  thefe  difagrecable  appearances,  which  has  long, 
and  fruitlefsly,  been  treated  with  all  the  variety  of  ex¬ 
ternals  ;  and  which  a  decodlion  of  the  bark  and  rad- 
ferpentariae  has,  in  a  very  fliort  time,  put  into  fucb 
a  condition,  as  not  to  want  any  thing  but  dry  linu 
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icanveniences  ariling  from  lofs  of  fubflancs 
about  the  verge  of  the  anus,  either  in  ftrong 
-exercife,  in  the  retention  of  loofe  fiools,  or 
the  expulfion  of  hard  ones,  arc  fo  great, 
that  I  have  known  feveral  people,  who  have 
daily,  and  lincerely  wilhed  for  their  uncut 
fiftulas  again  :  and  who,  either  from  pain, 
or  uncleanlinefs,  or  both,,  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  truly  unhappy. 


In  Ihort,  I  can  venture  to  aflert,  from 
many  years  experience,  on  a  great  variety 
of  fubjefts,  that  when  the  difeafe  is  cura¬ 
ble  by  chirurgic  art,  the  method  which  I 
have  propofed,  will,  with  more  eafe,  expe¬ 
dition,  and  certainty,  attain  that  end,  than 
the  method  by  extirpation  j  and  that,  with¬ 
out  producing  any  of  thofe  very  difagree- 
ablc  circumftances,  which  Mr.  Je  Dran  has 
fo  juilly  defcribed. 


And  for  the  truth  of  this  alTertiom,  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  all  thofe  (many  in  number)  who 
have  for  thefe  ten  or  twelve  years  pad,  at¬ 
tended  St.  Bartholomew’s-Hofpital. 

G  g 
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SECT.  VI. 

"FITHERTO  I  have  confidered  the 

■““f 

J.  difeafe  either  as  an  abfcefs,  from 
which  the  matter  has  been  let  out  by  an 
incifion,  made  by  a  furgeon  j  or  from 
which  the  contents  have  been  difcharged 
by  one  tingle  orifice,  formed  by  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  (kin,  fomewhere  about  the  fun¬ 
dament. - 1  am  now  to  take  notice  of  it, 

when,  inftead  of  one  fuch  opening,  there 
are  feveral. 

This  fiate  of  the  cafe  generally  hap¬ 
pens,  when  the  quantity  of  matter  col- 
ledled  has  been  large,  the  inflammation  of 
confiderable  extent,  the  adipofe  membrane 
very  lloughy,  and  the  Ikin  worn  very  thin 
before  it  burft. — It  is,  indeed,  a  circum- 
ilance  of  no  real  confequence  at  all ;  but, 
from  being  mifunderftood,  or  not  properly 
attended  to,  is  made  one  of  additional  ter¬ 
ror  to  the  patient,  and  additional  alarm  to 
the  inexperienced  pracilitioner :  for  it  is 
taught,  and  frequently  believed,  that  each 
of  thefe  orifices  is  an  outlet  from,  or  leads 
to,  a  diftind;  finus,  or  hollow  j  whereas,  in 
truth,  the  cafe  is,  mofl;  commonly,  quite 
Cthervvife;  all  thefe  openings  are  only  fo 

many 
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many  diflind  burftings  of  the  fTcin  cover¬ 
ing  the  matter ;  and  do  all,  be  they  few, 
or  many,  lead,  and  open  immediately  in¬ 
to,  the  one  fingle  cavity  of  the  abfcefs : 
they  neither  indicate,  nor  lead  to,  nor  are 
caufed  by  diftind  iinufes ;  nor  would  the 
appearance  of  twenty  of  them  (if  poffible) 
neceffarily  imply  more  than  one  general 
hollow. 

If  this  account  be  a  true  one,  it  will' 
follow,  that  the  chirurgic  treatment  of 
this  kind  of  cafe  ought  to  be  very  little, 
if  at  all,  different  from  that  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  j  and  that  all  that  can  be  neceffary  ' 
to  be  done,  muffc  be,  to  divide  each  of 
thefe  orifices,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  make 
one  cavity  of  the  whole.  This  the  probe 
knife  will  eafily  and  expeditioufiy  do ; 
and,  when  that  is  done,  if  the  fore,  or, 
more  properly,  its  edges,  fhould  make  a 
very  ragged,  uneven  appearance,  the  re¬ 
moval  of  a  fmall  portion  of  fuch  irregu¬ 
lar  angular  parts,  will  anfwer  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  making  room  for  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  drefiings,  and  for  producing  a 
fmooth,  even  cicatrix,  after  the  fore  lhall 
be  healed. 

G  4 


When 
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When  a  confiderable  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  recently  let  out,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  parts  are  not  only  in  a  crude,  undi- 
gefted  flate :  but  have  nof  yet  had  time 
to  collapfe,  and  approach  each  other  j  the 
infide  of  fuch  cavity  will  appear  large  j 
and,  if  a  probe  be  pufhed  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  force,  it  will  pafs  in  more  than 
one  diredlion  into  the  cellular  membrane, 
by  the  fide  of  the  return.  But  let  not 
the  unexperienced  practitioner  be  alarmed 
at  this,  and  immediately  fanfy  that  there 
are  fo  many  diftinCt  finufes;  neither  let 
him,  if  he  be  of  a  more  hardy  difpofi- 
tion,  go  to  work  immediately  with  his 
director,  knife,  or  fcilTars  :  let  him  in- 
large  the  external  wound,  by  making  his 
incifion  freely  j  let  him  lay  all  the  fepa- 
rate  orifices  open  into  that  cavity  i  let  him 
divide  the  inteftine  lengthwife  by  means 
of  his  finger  in  ano ;  let  him  drefs  lightly 
and  eafily;  let  him  pay  proper  attention 
to  the  habit  of  the  patient ;  and  wait,  and 
fee  what  a  few  days,  under  fuch  conduCl, 
will  produce.  By  this,  he  will  frequently 
find,  that  the  large  cavity  of  the  abfcefs 
will  become  fmall  and  clean  j  that  the  in¬ 
duration 
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duration  round  about  will  gradually  leflen ; 
that  the  probe  will  not  pafs  in  that  man¬ 
ner  into  the  cellular  membrane ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  that  his  fears  of  a  multiplicity 
of  hnufes  were  groundlefs.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  the  fore  be  crammed,  or  dref- 
fed  with  irritating,  or  efcharotic  medi¬ 
cines,  all  the  appearances  will  be  diffe¬ 
rent  :  the  hardnefs  will  increafe ;  the  lips 
of  the  wound  will  be  inverted }  the  cavity 
of  the  fore  will  remain  large,  crude,  and 
foul  j  the  difcharge  will  be  thin,  gleety, 
and  difcoloured ;  the  patient  will  be  uneaiy 
and  feverhh  :  and,  if  no  new  cavities  are 
formed  by  the  irritation  of  parts,  and  con¬ 
finement  of  matter;  yet  the  original  one 
will  have  no  opportunity  of  contradling  it- 
felf ;  and  may,  very  poffibly,  become  truly 
fiftulous. 

\ 

I  WILL  not  fay,  that  there  never  is  more 
than  one  finus,  running  along  the  fide  of 
the  inteftine  (I  mean,  on  the  fame  fide) ; 
but  I  will  venture  to  alfert,  that,  for  one 
inftance,  in  which  the  cafe  is  really  fo, 
forty  are  fuppofed,  and  talked  of.  Difiincfl 
and  feparate  openings  in  the  Ikin,  from  the 
fame  cavity,  or  finus,  are  common,  but 
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perfedly  diftinft  finufes,  running  along  the 
inteftine,  on  the  fame  lide,  are  very  far  from 
being  fo  i  they  are  very  uncommon. 

I  SHOULD  be  forry,  to  have  fuch  a  mif- 

conflruftion  put  upon  what  I  have  faid, 
as  to  have  it  fuppofed,  that  I  made  light 
of  a  difeafe,  which,  every  body  knows,  is, 
fometimes,  attended  with  very  trouble- 
fome  circumftances :  or,  that  I  make  pre- 
tenfion  to  any  particular  fecret  method  of 
treating  it :  or,  that  I  think  myfelf  more 
capable  of  condufting  it  than  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  pradtitioners  :  as  none  of  thefe  are 
true,  I  lliould  be  forry,  to  have  them  im¬ 
puted  to  me.  I  do  allow,  (what  is,  un¬ 
doubtedly  true)  that  this  difeafe,  in  fome 
conftitutions,  and  under  fome  circumftan- 
ces,  will  engage  the  attention,  and  exer- 
cife  the  judgment  of  the  bed  and  mod 
able  pradlitioner  j  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
mud  repeat,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  trou¬ 
ble,  which  it  is  fometimes  attended  with, 
does  not  arife  from  the  difeafe  itfelf,  but 
from  mifconception,  and  improper  treat¬ 
ment. 


I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  freely,  and  without  referve,  re¬ 
lated  that  method  of  treatment,  which  I 

have  found  to  be  moft  fuccefsful  •,  nor  do  I 

know  any  applications,  which  are  at  all 

fpecific,  or  more  proper  for  this  kind  of 

fore  than  for  all  others,  in  parts  of  the 

fame  flrufture  :  the  moft  .f  mple,  and  they 

which  give  the  leaft  pain,  are  the  belt : 

neither  thefe,  nor  mere  dry  lint,  fHould 

ever  be  introduced  in  larger  quantity  than 

can  be  admitted,  and  borne  with  eafe  j  that 

the  fore  may  not  be  diftended,  but  a  fair 

opportunity  given  to  nature  to  contrail  it 

gradually. 

This  every  prailitioner  may  be  capable 
of  executing,  f  nee  it  conlifts  more  in  ab- 
flaining  from  doing  mifehief,  than  in  do¬ 
ing  any  thing  which  may  require  particular 
judgment  or  dexterity.  It  is  true,  that  the 
method  which  I  have  propofed,  will  confi- 
derably  lefTen  the  chirurgic  apparatus  of  in- 
flruments  and  dreffings ;  but  it  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs,  and  produce  that  which 
every  patient  has  a  right  to  expeilfrom  his 
furgeon  a  firm  cure,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  and  with  the  leaft  pofiible  fatigue. 

It 
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It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  matter 
of  an  abfcefs,  formed  juxta  anum,  inftead 
of  making  its  way  out  through  the  fkin, 
externally  near  the  verge  of  the  anus,  or 
in  the^  huttock,  pierces  through  the  in- 
teftine  only.  This  is  what  is  called  a  blind 
internal  fiftula  :  Fijiule  borgne  interne. 

In  this  cafe,  after  the  difcharge  has 
been  made,  the  greater  part  of  the  tume- 
fadlion  fubfides,  and  the  patient  becomes 
eafier.  If  this  does  not  produce  a  cure, 
which  fometimes,  though  very  feldom, 
happens,  fome  fmall  degree  of  induration 
generally  remains  in  the  place,  where  the 
original  tumor  was  ^  upon  preflure  on  this 
hardnefs,  a  fmall  difcharge  of  matter  is 
frequently  made  per  anum  j  and  fome¬ 
times  the  expulfion  of  air  from  the  cavity 
of  the  abfcefs  into  that  of  the  inteftine, 
may  very  palpably  be  felt,  and  clearly 
heard  j  the  ftools,  particularly,  if  hard, 
and  requiring  force  to  be  expelled,  are 
fometimes  fmeared  with  matter  ^  and  al¬ 
though  the  patient,  by  the  burning  of  the 

abfcefs. 
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abfcefs,  is  relieved  from  the  acute  pain, 
which  the  colleftion  occafioned ;  yet,  he 
is  feldom  perfedlly  free  from  a  dull  kind 
of  uneafinefs,  efpecially  if  ^le  fits  for  any 
confiderable  length  of  time  in  one  pofture. 
The  real  difference  between  this  kind  of 
cafe,*  and  that  irr  which  there  is  an  ex¬ 
ternal  opening  (with  regard  to  method  of 
cure)  is  very  immaterial ;  for  an  external 
opening  mufi:  be  made,  and  then  all  dif¬ 
ference  ceafes.  In  this,  as  in  the  former, 
no  cure  can  reafonably  be  expedled,  un¬ 
til  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs,  and  that  of 
the  rectum,  are  made  one ;  and  the  only 
difference  is,  that  in  the  one  cafe  we  have 
an  orifice  at,  or  near,  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
by  which  we  are  immediately  enabled  to 
perform  that  neceffary  operation ;  in  the 
other,  we  mufi:  make  one. 

Some  of  the  befi:  of  the  modern  wri¬ 
ters  have,  I  think,  reprefented  this  ftate 

of  the  difcafe,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  make 

« 

it  feem  to  labour  under  difficulties,  which 
I  cannot  fay,  that  I  ever  found  it  really  didj 
and  have  thereby  thrown  the  appearance 
of  obfcurity  and  trouble,  on  what  is  gene¬ 
rally  clear,  and  eaiy. 


In 
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In  Mr.  De  la  Faye’s  very  excellent 
notes  on  Dionis,  is  the  following  palTage. 

Lorfque  les  fiftules  n’ont  pas  d’ouver- 
**  ture  externe,  &  que  rien  ne  defigne  le 
“  lieu  ou  il  faut  faire  I’operation,  il  y  a 
‘‘  deux  moyens  de  le  decouvrir.  Le  pre- 
“  mier  eft  del’  invention  de  feu  Mr.  Thi- 
“  baut,  qui  portoit  le  doigt  index  dans 
I’anus,  &  le  recourboit ;  enfuite  en  le 
tirant  un  peu  a  lui,  pour  ramener  a 
“  r  exterieur,  le  foyer  de  la  matiere  •,  tan- 
“  dis  qu’  il  preflbit  avec  un  autre  doigt 
“  les  environs  du  fondement :  la  douleur 
“  qu’  il  caufoit  au  malade  marquoit  le 
“  lieu  ou  il  falloit  faire  1’  incifion  pour 
**  rendre  la  fiftule  complete.  Le  fecond 
*•'  eft  de  Mr.  Petit,  qui  met  dans  1’  anus 
“  pendant  vingt-quatre  heures  une  tente 
qui  touchant  1’  ouverture  de  la  fiftule, 
“  empeche  le  pus  de  s’  eeouler,  &  le  ra- 
mafie  en  aftez  grande  quantite  pour  faire 
“  a  r  exterieur  une  tumeur,  qu’  indique  le 
“  lieu  ou  il  faut  faire  1’  operation.” - 

*  When  fiftulae  have  no  external  opening, 

*  and  there  is  no  mark,  whereby  to  diftin- 

*  guifti  the  place  where  the  operation 

*  ought  to  be  performed,  there  are  two 

j;  *  methods 
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‘  methods  of  difcovering  it ,  the  firft  isj 

*  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Thibaut,  who  put 
^  his  fore  finger  into  the  re(flum,  and 

*  curving  it,  endeavoured  to  bring  the 
‘  foyer,  (that  is,  the  hollow,  which  fur- 
‘  nifhes  the  matter^)  nearer  to  the  external 

*  part  of  the  fundament  ^  while,  with  his 

*  other  finger,  he  prefied  all  the  parts 

*  round  about :  the  pain  which  he,  by 
‘  thefe  means,  gave  to  the  patient,  marked 
‘  out  the  place  where  the  incifion  ought 

*  to  be  made,  in  order  to  render  the  fi- 
‘  ftula  complete.  The  fecond  method  is, 

*  that  of  Mr.  Petit.  He  put  into  the 

*  anus,  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours, 

*  a  tent  j  which,  by  flopping  up  the  ori- 

*  fice  of  the  fiftula,  hindered  the  matter 

*  from  running  out  into  the  cavity  of  the 
‘  gut,  and  forced  it  to  be  collected  in 

*  fuch  quantity  as  to  form  an  external  tu- 
‘  mefadtion,  fufficient  to  indicate  the  place 
‘  where  the  operation  ought  to  be  per- 
‘  formed.’ 

The  former  of  thefe,  as  far  as  it  de¬ 
pends  on  that  fingle  circumflance,  that  the 
point  where  the  pain  is  felt  is  the  exad 
place  where  the  opening  ought  to  be 

made^ 
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made.  Is,  by  no  means,  to  be  depended 
upon  :  the  latter  method  is  operofe,  trou- 
blefome,  and,  in  general,  very  infufficient 
for  the  purpofe.  If  the  orifice,  through 
which  the  matter  has  made  its  way,  lies 
high  in  the  inteftine,  a  tent  cannot  be  in¬ 
troduced  fo  as  to  prefs  againil  it  fufficient- 
ly,  unlefs  it  be  fo  long,  and  fo  large,  as  to 
occupy  the  whole  cavity  of  the  gut.  How 
fatiguing,  and  how  difficult)  the  retention 
of  this,  for  twenty-four  hours,  mud:  be  to 
many  people,  is  eafy  to  imagine :  if  the 
orifice  be  near  to  the  fundament,  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  inteftine,  the  poffi- 
bility  of  clofing  it  may  be  fomewhat 
greater ;  but  the  inconvenience  muft  be 
nearly  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

In  ffiort,  not  to  enter  farther  into  this 
totally  unneceflary  kind  of  praftice,  I 
would  advife  the  man,  who  thinks  to  try 
it,  to  confider  the  dridture  made  by  the 
contraftion  of  the  verge  of  the  anus ;  the 
expanfion  of  the  cavity  of  the  gut,  imme¬ 
diately  above  that  dridture;  the  great  dila- 
tability  of  the  membranes  of  the  intedine, 
and  the  uneven,  wrinkled  date  in  which  it 

I  mud 
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muft  neceffarily  be  j  and  then  to  refle(5t, 
how  very  unlikely  it  is,  that  he  fifould, 
without  filling  the  whole  cavity,  fiop,  or 
block  up  a  finall  breach,  whofe  exadl  fitu- 
ation  he  cannot  know,  or  learn. 

It  is  true  that  by  difchargeof  the  mat¬ 
ter  into  the  cavity  of  the  intefiine,  the 
fludluation  of  it  within  the  abfcefs  is  no 
more  to  be  felt ;  the  tenfion  ceafes ;  the 
tumor,  in  great  meafure,  fubfides ;  and, 
confequently,  all  thefe  indications  of  its 
fituation  difappear ;  but  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber,  ever  to  have  feen  a  fingle  cafe  of  this 
kind,  in  which  there  was  not  in  the  but¬ 
tock,  or  near  to  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
either  a  remaining  difcoloration  of  the 
fkin  j  or  a  hardnefs,  or  fomething  by 
which  the  finger  of  a  careful,  judicious 
examiner  could  clearly  and  certainly  find 
where  the  difeafe  was.  Eiach  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  jufr  mentioned  do,  as  certainly, 
point  out  where  the  hollow,  leading  to  the 
finus  is,  as  the  fluduation  of  the  matter 
did,  before  the  cavity  burfi: ;  and  a  knife, 
or  lancet,  plunged  into  this  (provided  it 
be  puflaed  deep  enough)  will  never  fail  to 
enter  the  faid  hollow.  When  this  is  done, 

H  the 
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the  cafe  becomes,  what  is  commonly  cal¬ 
led  complete,  and  mufi;  be  treated  accor- 
dingly. 


SECT.  Vfl. 

1C  O  M  E  now  to  that  date  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  which  may,  truly  and  properly, 
be  called  hltulous.  This  is  generally  de¬ 
fined*  finus  angudus,  callofus,  profundus 
acri  fanie  didiuens  :  or,  as  Dionis  tran- 
flates  it,  “  Un  ulcere  profond,  &  caver- 
“  neux,  dont  1’  entree  ed  etroite,  &  le 
“  fond  plus  large  j  avec  ilfue  d'  un  pus 
“  acre  &  virulent  •,  &  accompagne  de  cal- 
“  lofites.” 

Various  caufes  may  produce,  or  con¬ 
cur  in  producing,  fuch  a  date  of  the  parts 
concerned,  as  will  conditute  a  fidula,  in 
the  proper  fcnfe  of  the  word that  is,  a 
deep,  hollow  fore,  or  finus,  all  parts  of 
which  are  fo  hardened,  orfo  difeafed,  as  to 
be  abfolutely  incapable  of  being  healed, 
while  in  that  date  j  and  from  which  a  fre¬ 
quent,  or  daily,  difcharge  is  made,  of  a 
thin,  difcolored  fanies,  or  fluid. 


These 
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( 


These  I  fljall  take  the  liberty  or  divi¬ 
ding  into  two  claffes,  viz.  thofe  which 
are  the  efFedl  of  negledt,  diftempered  ha¬ 
bit,  or  of  bad  management ;  and  which 
may  be  called,  without  any  great  impro¬ 
priety,  local  difeafes :  and  thofe  which  are 
the  confequence  of  diforders,  whofe  ori¬ 
gin  and  feat  is  not  in  the  immediate  finus 
or  fiftula,  but  in  parts  more  or  lefs  diftant  j 

and  which,  therefore,  are  not  local  com¬ 
plaints. 

The  natures  and  characters  of  thefe  are 
obvioudy  different  by  defcription ;  but 
they  are  ftill  more  fo  in  their  mofl  fre- 
quent  event :  the  former  being  generally 
curable  by  proper  treatment  •,  the  latter 
frequently  not  fo,  by  any  means  what¬ 
ever. 

Under  the  former,  I  reckon  all  fuch 
cafes,  as  were  originally  mere  collections 
of  matter  within  the  coats  of  the  inteffine 
reCtum,  or  in  the  cellular  membrane  fur¬ 
rounding  the  faid  gut :  but  which,  by 
being  long  negleCted,  groffly  mifmana- 
ged ;  or,  by  happening  in  habits'  which 
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were  difordered,  and  for  which  difor- 
ders  no  proper  remedies  were  adminiftred, 
fuffer  fuch  alteration,  and  get  into  fuch 

ftate,  as  to  deferve  the  appellation  of  fi- 
flula:. 

■  Under  the  latter,  are  comprized  all 
thofe  cafes,  in  which  the  difeafe  has  its 
origin  and  firft  feat  in  the  higher  and 
more  diftant  parts  of  the  pelvis ;  about  the 
os  facrum,  lower  vertebras  of  the  loins, 
and  parts  adjacent  thereto;  and  are,  either 
flrumous,  or  the  confequence  of  long 
and  much  diftempered  habits  :  or  the 
effedt  of,  or  combined  with,  other  diflem- 
pers,  local,  or  general ;  fuch  as  a  difeafed 
neck  of  the  bladder,  or  proflate  gland, 
or  urethra ;  the  lues  venerea,  cancers, 
i3C.  OC. 

Among  the  very  low  people,  who  are 
brought  into  hofpitals,  we  frequently  meet 
with  cafes  of  the  former  kind :  cafes, 
which,  at  firft,  were  mere  fimple  abfceftes 
but  which  from  uncleanlinefs,  from  intem¬ 
perance,  negligence,  and  diftempered  con- 
ftitutions,  become  fuch  kind  of  fores,  as 
may  be  called  fiftulous. 


In 


v»» 
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'  In  thefe  the  art  of  I'argery  is,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  in  fome  meafure,  and  at  fonie  time, 
neceffary ;  but  it  very  feldom  is  the  firfl 
or  principal  fountain,  from  whence  re~  ’ 
lief  is  to  be  fought :  the  general  efFedts 
of  intemperance,  debauchery,  and  difeafes 
of  the  habit,  are  firft  to  be  corrected  and 
removed,  before  furgery  can,  with  pro¬ 
priety,  or  with  reafonable  profpedl  of  ad¬ 
vantage,  be  made  ufe  of.  If  the  patient 
be  infedfed  with  the  lues  venerea,  that 
muft  iirft  be  cured ;  if  he  be  anafarcous, 
or  leucophlegmatic,  that  indifpofition  muft 
be  corredted ;  if  he  be  feverilli,  that  heat 
muft  be  calmed  i  and  if  he  labour  under 
any  of  the  general  ill  efFedts  arifing  from 
foul  fkin,  dirty  clothing,  unclean,  and 
unwholefome  lodging,  Gfc,  producing  pal¬ 
lid  countenance,  undue  feretions,  lofs  of 
appetite,  cedematous  legs,  intermittent  fe¬ 
vers,  &c.  the  ftate  of  blood,  which  always 
accompanies  fuch  complaints,  muft  be 
amended,  before  furgery  can  be  admini-' 
ftred  to  any  good  purpofe.  If  knife,  cau- 
ftic,  or  whatever  other  external  means  are 
thought  properto  be  ufed,  be  appliedbefore 
fuch  general  evils  have  beeiicorredled,  they 

^  3  will 
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will  do  little  or  no  good ;  and  may  do  much 
mifchief.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  lues 
is  corrected  ;  when  the  patient  is  cool,  and 
gets  good  fleep ;  when  the  fecretion  of 
urine  is  fo  re-eftablifhed,  the  general  ab- 
forbent  faculty  fo  reftored,  and  the  folids 
fo  braced,  that  the  legs  ceafe  to  fwell,  and 
the  patient  recovers  his  natural  appetite 
. ..  and  complexion,  we  find  the  local  difeafe, 
inftead  of  Handing  Hill,  has  almofi;  always 
made  great  advances  towards  being  cured, 
by  being  altered  in  all  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  of  induration, crudity, gleet, 
Whatever  chirurgic  operation  or  treatment 
may  now  be  neceifary,  will,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  fucceed  immediately  j  whereas,  all 
our  attempts  before  fuch  care,  do,  and 
mull:  prove  fruitlefs. 


The  furgery  required  in  thefe  cafes  con- 
fifts  in  laying  open,  and  dividing  the  finus, 
or  finufes,  in  fuch  manner  that  there  may 
be  no  poifible  lodgment  for  matter,  and 
that  fuch  cavities  rnay  be  fairly  opened 
lengthways  into  that  of  the  intelline  .rec¬ 
tum  :  if  the  internal  parts  of  thefe  hollows 
are  hard,  and  do  not  yield  good  matter, 
which  is  fometiraes  the  cafe,  more  efpeci- 
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ally  where  attempts  have  been  made  to 
cure  by,  injedling  aftringent  liquors,  fuch 
parts  fliould  be  lightly  fcratched,  or  fcari- 
fied,  with  the  point  of  a  knife  or  lancet, 
but  not  drefl'ed  with  efcharotics  ;  and  if, 
either  from  the  multiplicity  of  external 
orifices,  or  from  the  loofe,  flabby,  hardened, 
or  inverted  ftate  of  the  lips  and  edges  of 
the  wound  near  to  the  fundament,  it  feems 
very  improbable,  that  they  can  be  got  into 
fuch  a  ftate,  as  to  heal  fmooth  and  even, 
fuch  portion  of  them  fhould  be  cut  off,  as 
may  juft  ferve  that  purpofe.  The  dreflings 
fhould  be  foft,  ealy,  and  light ;  and  the 
whole  intent  of  them  to  produce  fuch  fup- 
puration  as  may  foften  the  parts,  and  may 
bring  them  into  a  ftate  fit  for  healing. 

If  a  loofe,  fungous  kind  of  flefli  has 

taken  pofleflion  of  the  infide  of  the  finus, 

(a  thing  much  talked  of,  and  very  feldom 

met  with)  a  flight  touch  of  the  lunar  cau- 

ftic  will  reduce  it  fooner,  and  with  better 
% 

efte{fl;  on  the  fore,  than  any  other  eicharo- 
tic  whatever. 

The  method  and  .medicines,  by  which 
the  habit  of  the  patient  was  corredted, 

I 

K  4  .muft 
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mufl  be  continued,  (at  lead,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree)  through  the  whole  cure ;  and  ail 
thofe  exceiTes  and  irregularities,  which 
may  have  contributed  to  injure  it,  mud  be 
avoided. 

By  thefe  means,  cafes,  which,  at  firft, 
have  a  mod  difagreeable  and  formidable 
afpedt,  are  frequently  brought  into  fuch 
date,  as  to  give  very  little  trouble  in  the 
healing. 

More  trouble  mud  be  fuppofed  to  at¬ 
tend  this  kind  of  cafe,  than  does  a  mere 
dmple,  recent  abfcefs and  more  time  will 
necedarily  be  required  to  bring  the  parts 
into  a  kindly  date ;  but,  under  proper  con- 
dudt,  they  will,  in  general,  be  found  to  do 
well,  without  any  of  thofe  operations  which 
mankind  have  fuch  dread  of,  and  which 
are,  in  general,  taught  "and  pradtifed. 

If  the  bad  date  of  the  fore  arifes  merely 
from  the  improper  manner,  in  which  it 
may  have  been  treated  ;  I  mean,  from  its 
having  been  crammed,  irritated,  and  ero¬ 
ded  ;  the  method  of  obtaining  relief  is  fo 
obvious,  as  hardly  to  need  recital. 


A 
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A  PATIENT,  who  has  been  fo  treated,, 
has,  generally,  fome  degree  of  fever;  has 
a  pulfe,  which  is  too  hard,  and  too  quick ; 
is  thirfty,  and  does  not  get  his  due  quantity 
of  natural  reft.  A  fore,  which  has  been 
fodrefled,  has,  generally,  a  con  (Iderable de¬ 
gree  of  inflammatory  hardnefs  round  about; 
the  lips  and  edges  of  it  are  tumid,  full, 
inflamed,  and,  fometimes,  inverted ;  the 
whole  verge  of  the  anus  is  fwollen ;  the 
haemorrhoidal  veflels  are  loaded ;  the  dif- 
charge  from  the  fore  is  large,  thin,  and 
difcoloured  ;  and  all  the  lower  part  of  the 
redtum  participates  of  the  inflammatory 
irritation,  producing  pain,  bearing  down, 
tenefmus,  &c.  Contraria  contrariis  n  nt^- 
ver  more  true  than  in  this  inftance  :  the 
painful,  uneafy  ftate  of  the  fore,  and  of 
the  redtum,  is  the  great  caufe  of  all  the 
mifchief,  both  general  and  particular  :  and 
the  firft  intention  muft  be  to  alter  that. 
All  efcharotics  muft  be  thrown  out,  and 
difufed ;  and  in  lieu  of  them,  a  foft  dige- 
ftive  fhould  be  fubftituted,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner,  as  not  to  caufe  any  diftention,  or  to 
give  any  uneafinefs  from  quantity;  over 
v/hich,  a  pultice  ftiould  be  applied  ;  thefe 

drefllngs 
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dreffings  fliould  be  renewed  twice  a  day  : 
and  the  patient  thould  be  enjoined  abfo-  * 
lute  reftr  At  the  fame  time,  attention 
Ihould  be  paid  to  the  general  difturbance, 
which  the  former  treatment  may  have 
created.  Blood  fhould  be  drawn  off  from 
the  fanguine ;  the  feverith  heat  fhould  be 
calmed  by  proper  medicines  ;  the  languid 
and  low  Ihould  be  affifled  with  the  bark 
and  cordials ;  and  eafe  in  the  part  mufl,  at 
all  events,  be  obtained  by  the  injedlion  of 
anodyne  clyflers  of  flarch  and  opium. 

I 

If  the  finus  has  not  yet  been  laid  open, 
and  the  bad  flate  of  parts  is  occafioned  by 
the  introdudlion  of  tents  imbued  with  ef- 
charotics,  ■  or  by  the  injedlion  of  aftringent 
liquors,  (the  one  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
callofity,  the  other  for  the  drying  up  gleet 
and  humidity)  no  operation  of  any  kind 
fhould  be  attempted  until  both  the  patient 
and  the  parts  are  ,eafy,  cool,  and  quiet : 
cataplafm,  clyfters,  reft,  and  proper  medi¬ 
cines  muft  procure  this ;  and  when  that  is 
accompliflied,  the  operation  of  dividing 
the  finus,  and  (if  neceffary)  of  removing 
a  fmall  portion  of  the  ragged  edges,  may 
be  executed,  and  will,  in  all  probability, 

be 
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be  attended  with  fuccefs.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  if  fuch  operation  be  performed,  while 
the  parts  are  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation, 
the  pain  will  be  great,  the  fore  for  feveral 
days  very  troublefome,  and  the  cure  pro¬ 
longed,  or  retarded,  in  (lead  of  being  ex- 

Particular  individual  cafes  may  re¬ 
quire  little  particularities,  in  the  treatment; 

I 

but  what  I  have  di'awn  is  the  general  out¬ 
line.  In  this,  as  in  mofl;  parts  of  phyfic 
and  furgery,  the  flrfl:  and  great  objedt  is,  to 
know  what  the  intention  is,  which  ought 
to  be  purfued  ;  when  that  is  clear  and  de¬ 
termined,  a  man  of  any  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge  will  feldom  be  at  a  lofs  for  materials 
v/herewith  to  execute  it. 

Abscesses,  and  colledlions  of  difeafed 
fluids,  are  frequently  formed  about  the 
lumbal  vertebrse,  under  the  pfoas  mufcle, 
and  near  to  the  os  facrum ;  in  which  cafes, 
the  faid  bones  are  fometimes  carious,  or 
otherw  ife  difeafed .  Thefe  fometimes  form 
flnufes,  which  run  down  by  the  flde  of 
the  redlum,  and  burfl;  near  to  the  funda¬ 
ment. 

The 
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The  difcharges  from  thefe  are  generally 
large,  fostid,  thin,  andiharp;  it  is,  there¬ 
fore,  no  wonder,  that  the  finufes,  by  which 
they  are  made,  together  with  the  orifices 
thereof,  become  hard  and  callous;  that  is, 
truly  fftiuous ;  but  it  mull  be  obvious  to 
every  one,  who  wdll  confider  it,  that  the 
chirurgic  treatment  of  thefe  fores  and  finu¬ 
fes  can  be  of  very  little  confequence  to¬ 
wards  curing  the  difeafes  from  whence 
they  arife  :  their  feat  is  generally  out  of 
the  reach  either  of  our  inflruments,  or  our 
applications  ;  and  their  nature  is  not  fre¬ 
quently  found  to  be  capable  of  being  al¬ 
tered  by  medicine.  However  that  may  be, 
certain  it  is,  that  what  advantage  a  per- 
fon  in  fuch  circumflances  is  at  all  likely  to 
receive,  is  not  derivable  from  furgery  ;  but 
mull  be  from  medicine,  or  from  more 
powerful  nature. 

Persons,  who  have  longlaboured  under 
what  is  commonly  called  a  cachedlic  habit, 
have  fometimes  large  colledtrons  of  matter 
formed  in  the  cellular  membrane  within 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  which;  like  the 

preceding,  form  finufes,  and  burfl  their  way 

out 
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oilt  near  the  anus.  Thefe  finufes,  from  the 
nature  of  the  difcharge ;  from  the  depth 
of  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  and  from  the 
length  of  time,  which  the  drain  con¬ 
tinues,  do  almofl  necelTarily  become  fi- 
ftulous. — Such  colledtions  do  fometimes 
prove  falutary  crifes ;  though  much  more 
frequently  they  haften  the  patient’s  dif- 
folution  :  but  be  the  event  which  it  may, 
although  the  fore  is  certainly  fiilulous, 
yet  can  the  art  of  furgery  do  very  lit¬ 
tle,  if  any  material  fervice.  If  the  event 
be  good,  the  crifis  mull:  be  far  advan¬ 
ced,  and  very  nearly  determined,  before 
any  operation,  or  even  drelhng  (except 
what  is  fuperficial,  and  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  cleanlinefs)  can  be  of  any 
ufe  ;  and  if  the  difcharge  proves  too  much 
for  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  it  is 
pretty  clear,  that  neither  the  art  of  fur¬ 
gery,  nor  indeed  any  other,  can  avail 
him. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  fo  hap¬ 
pens,  that  nature  is  fo  powerful,  that, 
by  means  of  this  drain,  Ihe  can  free 
the  habit  from  its  former  difeafed  hate ; 
or,  if  by  the  help  of  medicine,  fuch 

alteration 
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alteration  can  be  brought  about,  the  fi- 
ftula  will  not  prove  very  troublefome  :  for 
the  fame  alteration,  at  leaft  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  will  be  found  to  have  been  made 
in  that }  and  if  it  be  not  brought  there¬ 
by  abfolutely  into  a  healing  ftate,  yet  it 
will  be  found  to  be  fo  much  altered  in 
its  principal  circumftances,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  method,  already  laid  down,  will 
be  fully  fufficient  for  the  completion  of 
a  cure. 

We  are,  by  authors,  very  frequently 
advifed  not  to  be  too  hafly  in  the  cure  of 
thele  cafes;  as  the  continuance  of  the 
difcharge  may  prove  beneficial  to  the 
patient.  That  thefe  difcharges  are  now 
and  then  of  great  advantage,  is  beyond 
all  doubt ;  but  very  happily  for  fuch  pa*- 
tients,  the  healing-or  not  healing  thefe 
fores  is  very  feldom  within  our  deter¬ 
mination.  We  may,  indeed  (and,  I  fear 
often  do)  by  indifcreet  condudt,  prevent 
a  fore  from  healing,  when  it  is  nature’s 
intention  that  it  fhould  be  healed;  but 
.when  file  finds  herfelf  relieved,  or  be¬ 
nefited  by  a  difcharge  of  this  kind,  flie 

will  generally  continue  it,  in  fpite  of 

our 
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our  moft  officious  endeavours  to  the  con¬ 
trary. 


Cancers  and  cancerous  fores  are 
fometimes  formed  in  the  cavity,  or  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  redlum,  and 
fundament:  'in  which  they  make  moft 
terrible  havock,  and  afford  moft  melan¬ 
choly  fpedtacles. 


As  I  ,do  not  know  what  will  cure  a 
cancer,  I  leave  the  difcuffion  of  this  to 
thofe  who  fay  that  they  do ;  moft  fin- 
cercly  wifhing,  that  it  was  in  my  power 
to  fay,  that  I  had,  once  in  my  life, 
known  them  to  have  fulfilled  their  pro- 
mife. 


FisTULous  fores,  finufes,  and  indu¬ 
ration  about  the  anus,  which  are  con- 
fequences  of  difeafes  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  urethra,  called  fiftulas  in 
perineo,  require  feparate,  and  particular 
confideration. 

1 

In  thefe  the  external  openings,  with 
the  finufes  leading  from  them  into  the  cel¬ 
lular 
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lular  rhembrane,  are  the  leaft  part  of  the 
complaint :  the  ftriifture  in  the  urethra, 
the  induration  of  the  whole  neck  of,  the 
bladder ;  the  hardened  fungous,  enlarged, 
or  ulcerated  Hate  of  the  proftate  gland ; 
the  difeafes  of  the  verumontanum,  of  the 
velSculas  feminales,  and  vafa  deferentia, 
are  the  great  and  principal  objedts  of  con- 
fideration. 

A  VERY  ferious  confideration,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  make.  Great  and  manifold  are  the 
miferies  which  are  derived  to  mankind 

t 

from  thefe  caufes ;  and  much  morfe  dili¬ 
gent  inquiry  do  they  deferve,  than  they 
have  yet  met  with  :  but  as  they  do  not 
immediately  belong  to  my  prefent  fubjedt, 
I  mud:  omit,  or,  at  lead,  to  another  op¬ 
portunity  defer,  entering  into  them. 
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